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COUNCIL

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA

Date: Tuesday, 22nd October, 2019

Time: 7.00 pm

Venue: Court Room, Guildhall
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COUNCIL
Information for Members of the Public

Access to the Guildhall is via the front entrance in the High Street. The nearest car park is 
Copenhagen Street (pay and display). If you are a wheelchair user or have restricted mobility, 
access to the Guildhall can be gained either through the door on the right side of the forecourt as 
you face the Guildhall, or through the sliding doors at the rear of the Guildhall. There is dedicated 
disabled parking space at the rear (access via Copenhagen Street). Most meetings are held on the 
ground floor, which can be reached by using a lift. If you are a wheelchair user or have restricted 
mobility and you wish to attend a meeting, please telephone or email the officer mentioned below 
in advance and we will make any necessary arrangements to assist your visit.
Part I of the Agenda includes items for discussion in public.  You have the right to inspect copies 
of Minutes and reports on this part of the Agenda as well as background documents used in the 
preparation of these reports. Details of the background papers appear at the foot of each report. 
Part II of the Agenda (if applicable) deals with items of 'Exempt Information' for which it is 
anticipated that the public may be excluded from the meeting and neither reports nor background 
papers are open to public inspection.

Please note that this is a public meeting and members of the public and press are permitted to 
report on the proceedings. "Reporting" includes filming, photographing, making an audio 
recording and providing commentary on proceedings. Any communicative method can be used to 
report on the proceedings, including the internet, to publish, post or share the proceedings. 
Accordingly, the attendance of members of the public at this meeting may be recorded and 
broadcast. By choosing to attend this public meeting you are deemed to have given your consent 
to being filmed or recorded and for any footage to be broadcast or published.  

Please note the Council audio records and live streams many of its meetings. These recordings 
are published on the relevant meeting pages of the Council’s website. A notice to this effect will 
be posted in the meeting room. If a member of the public chooses to speak at a meeting of the 
City Council he/she will be deemed to have given their consent to being recorded and audio being 
published live to the Council’s website. The Chairman of the meeting, can at their discretion, 
terminate or suspend recording, if in their opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice the 
proceedings of the meeting or if they consider that continued recording might infringe the rights 
of any individual, or breach any statutory provision

At the start of the meeting under the item ‘Public Participation’ up to fifteen minutes in total is 
allowed for members of the public to present a petition, ask a question or comment on any 
matter on the Agenda or within the remit of the Council in accordance with Council Procedure 
Rule 10.  Participants need to indicate that they wish to speak by 12 noon on the 
working day before the meeting by writing, emailing or telephoning the officer 
mentioned below.
If you have any queries about this Agenda or to discuss the arrangements for the taking of 
photographs, film, video or sound recording please contact Claire Chaplin, Democratic and 
Civic Services Manager, Democratic Services, Guildhall, Worcester WR1 2EY.  
Telephone: 01905 722005 (direct line); E-Mail Address:  
committeeadministration@worcester.gov.uk 
This agenda can be made available in large print, braille, on PC disk, tape or in a number of 
ethnic minority languages.  Please contact the above named officer for further information. 
Agendas and minutes relating to all City Council Committees and Council Meetings are also 
available electronically, click on the option “Committee Minutes and Documents”, Website 
Address: worcester.gov.uk
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Council
Tuesday, 22 October 2019

Members of the Council:- 
Chairman: The Mayor

Councillor Patricia Agar (LCo)
Councillor Mel Allcott (LD)
Councillor Mohammad Altaf (C)
Councillor Alan Amos (C)
Councillor Bill Amos (C)
Councillor Jenny Barnes (LCo)
Councillor Marc Bayliss (C)
Councillor Roger Berry (LCo)
Councillor Tracey Biggs (L)
Councillor Marjory Bisset (G)
Councillor Chris Cawthorne (L)
Councillor Tom Collins (L)
Councillor Simon Cronin (L)
Councillor Lynn Denham (L)
Councillor Allah Ditta (C)
Councillor Simon Geraghty (C)
Councillor Adrian Gregson (L)
Councillor Louise Griffiths (C)

Councillor Nida Hassan (C)
Councillor Jo Hodges (L)
Councillor Mrs. Lucy Hodgson (C)
Councillor Stephen Hodgson (C)
Councillor Mike Johnson (C)
Councillor Matthew Lamb (L)
Councillor Neil Laurenson (G)
Councillor Steve Mackay (C)
Councillor Chris Mitchell (C)
Councillor Jabba Riaz (L)
Councillor Andrew Roberts (C)
Councillor Joy Squires (L)
Councillor Andy Stafford (C)
Councillor Ceri Marie Stalker (L)
Councillor James Stanley (C)
Councillor Louis Stephen (G)
Councillor Richard Udall (L)

C = Conservative G = Green L = Labour LCo = Labour and Co-Operative
LD = Liberal Democrat

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Worcester City Council to be held 
at the Court Room, Guildhall on Tuesday, 22nd October, 2019 at 7.00 pm at which meeting 
the following business is proposed to be transacted.

AGENDA

Part 1
(ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION IN PUBLIC)

8. SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW 
(SWDPR) - PREFERRED OPTIONS 
Page(s): 1 - 274
Ward(s): All Wards
Contact Officer: Maria Dunn, 

Planning Policy 
Team Leader
Tel: 01905 
721178

This document has some sections that were 
missing from the original Appendix 3a.

Please note that only Appendix 1 is 
enclosed with the printed copies of the 
agenda. 

The remainder of the Appendices are 
available to view online. 

Paper copies of all the Appendices are also 
available for public inspection at the 
Guildhall.
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David Blake
Managing Director
Guildhall
Worcester WR1 2EY

Date: 22nd October 2019



 

ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

Where should the new housing growth be located (you can identify more than one to establish your preferred approach)? 
 

9  Mr 
 
Duncan 
 
Branchett 

 Blank entry Blank entry 

38 Prosser  New housing growth should be located on the periphery 
of the City and towns only, and not within the City itself. 

Noted. 

126 Mr 
 
David 
 
Roberts 

 Generable concern about the number of houses being 
considered for development and the general impact on 
our villages. It is not about a development, it is about 
the scale and timetable. The existing developments are 
already having an adverse impact on road safety and the 
villages’ infrastructure. Further developments are only 
going to exacerbate those issues and I have seen no 
intention of correcting that impact after developments 
have been completed let alone improvement. 

Comments are noted however the SWCs are required 
to deliver sufficient housing the Local Housing 
Need.  The site allocations will be subject to 
transport modelling and the Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan will set out the infrastructure that is required to 
support the delivery of the plan. 

132 Mr 
 
Chris 
 
Haynes 

 a) New settlements e.g. 'Garden Village' + Agritech 
industry in Throckmorton area. 

b) Expansion of existing towns - especially as part of 
town centre re-generation from 'high street shopping' 
to 'leisure and recreation hub'. 

Noted. 

159 Mr 
 

 New housing growth should be prioritised with a greater 
proportion of growth in Worcester, by first utilising 

Noted. 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

Chris 
 
Williams 

brownfield sites such as Checketts Lane Trading Estate, 
followed by a greater proportion of growth in towns 
then a greater proportion of growth in villages. New 
housing growth should not be located at a new 
settlement/garden village, nor should it be located in 
the Green Belt. 

170 Mrs 
 
Janet 
 
Blackbourn 

 New housing growth should be located at Worcester, 
towns and villages (as per the adopted SWDP) and a 
greater proportion of growth generally in the towns. 

Noted. 

196 Mr 
 
Peter 
 
Forster 

 I am opposed to all such developments, including new 
settlements. 

I am opposed to any development on Green Belts. 

The people of South Worcestershire should not be 
asked to pay for the failings of successive national 
governments in managing population growth. 

Noted. 

206 Mr 
 
Andrew 
 
Robinson 

 A new garden village surrounding "Worcester" Parkway 
train station might help justify the building of a £25m 
white elephant railway station in the middle of 
nowhere. Currently it's stranded in a field that'; only 
reachable by car, with a car park incapable of holding 
enough cars for 2 trains full of passengers. 

Noted. 

208 Dr 
 
Malcolm 
 

 The Worcester portion of the Green Belt has protected 
the open countryside along the A38 `corridor` and 
prevented the coalescence of Worcester and Fernhill 
Heath and ultimately these communities and 

Comments are noted. 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

Nixon Droitwich.  This has certainly been a major planning 
policy and one adherence to has been successful. 

The main constituent elements are open fields which 
form part of active, successful farms or farming 
enterprises and where these land parcels comprise high 
grade agricultural land. This land is certainly not of the 
lower grade which defines much of the farmland to the 
south of the city. 

Other complimentary land uses - garden centres and 
recreation have in general adhered to the Green Belt 
strictures and aims and do not detract from the success 
of the total policy. 

The Green Belt is a vital recreational asset for the city 
and its adjoining settlements and is widely used and 
prized - this is a `green lung` and the network of public 
footpaths are highly appreciated by the public and 
extensively used. 

The supportive technical reports certainly support and 
endorse the success of the Green Belt and suggest that 
robust endorsement of the classification should be 
considered and pursued. The continued role of the 
Green Belt is pivotal to the future of this part of the city 
(and consequently the northern area between 
Worcester and Droitwich.) 

Given the pivotal role of this land it is my strongly 
considered opinion that while the owners would dearly 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

love to see development these suggestions should be 
completely rejected and instead the area should be fully 
protected for the foreseeable future and at the very 
least for the full duration of the SWDP. 

Accordingly I robustly and formally endorse the Green 
Belt policy and its maintained status within the SWDP. 

214 Mrs 
 
JS 
 
Rothero 

 Option A as per adopted SWDP: If the developments 
were shared out evenly between Worcester, towns and 
villages it would avoid any one settlement becoming 
over-developed. 

Noted. 

216 Mrs 
 
JS 
 
Rothero 

 Droitwich looks as if it will eventually be swallowed up 
by development of the sites currently being offered 
around the south of the town. The proposed sites on 
offer between the A38 and the B4090 form an almost 
complete semi-circle of new development which will 
envelope the southern half of the town.  It already feels 
as if there is too much development here. An increase in 
traffic, insufficient medical/care services etc. Will we 
need more schools? 

Comments are noted.  The SWDP Review will be 
supported by an Infrastructure Delivery Plan which 
will set out the infrastructure required to support the 
delivery of the Plan. 

197 Mr 
 
Neil 
 
Rayner 

 Objection to development of Land at Evendine Close: 
erosion of limited in-city green space; as an island site 
with green space on three sides, it is being used as a 
tactic to open up development on surrounding land; 
flood risk; loss of sports facilities and green space that 
should be available for community use; there is land at 
the periphery of Worcester that could be used for 
‘Executive style housing’ and social housing would be 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

isolated in this location; precedent set by previous 
refusal for a large sports building development; 
Evendine Close insufficient to take extra traffic volume, 
with severe dog-leg at access point to a large High 
School and extra vehicular access would impose on 
Battenhall Conservation Area; development would 
impose on privacy. 

209 Prosser  Issues concerns against development and highlights the 
importance of parks, playing fields and open spaces to 
city living and well being. 

Details a flood constraints despite not being details as 
an official flood risk site. Further states that any 
development would impact drainage. 

Details issues with the existing highways infrastructure 
at Evendine Close and development would worsen 
traffic. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

215 Dr 
 
Malcolm 
 
Nixon 

 The sites brought forward by the various landowners 
which lie to the north of the city and between the A449 
- A38 and Moat Lane (off Hindlip Lane) are all within and 
integral to the Worcester Green Belt and should 
therefore be excluded on the strategic grounds that the 
Green Belt policy is crucial to the prevention of 
coalescence in the north of the city. Additionally the 
land is either very productive farmland (of a high 
intrinsic value) or is an active recreational facility (golf) 
and both are essential functions. Accordingly both 
portions shown on the map should be rejected. 

Noted. 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

However, the map does show a small site off Checketts 
Lane which is abandoned land close to he metal casting 
factory and this land has been redundant for decades 
and would certainly offer a beneficial location for new 
housing. 

220 Mr 
 
Stuart 
 
Dickenson 

 New housing growth should be located with a greater 
proportion of growth generally in the towns and a 
greater proportion of growth at Worcester. The use of 
brownfield sites should be encouraged and innovative 
thinking to make use of these spaces. The Green Belt 
should be retained at all costs. 

Noted. 

232 Sandy 
 
Peach 

 “C” A greater portion of growth generally in the villages. 

Many villages require such assistant to ensure they 
remain vibrant. Public transport within a lot of villages is 
an issue being dealt with at present with LPA 
considering funding such in 2020. 

Noted. 

234 Mr 
 
David 
 
Stallard 

 Any housing in the area of Ryall & Holly Green must not 
be built on agricultural land. Also you must take into 
account health & education needs as the local doctors, 
dentists & schools are full.  Also any housing in this area 
is not supported by public transport so that results in 
more traffic. Roads in this area are congested at peak 
times.  Any building that is allowed must include social 
build & a mix of housing for young couples & older 
people. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

An Infrastructure Delivery Plan will be prepared to 
set out the infrastructure required to support the 
delivery of the Plan. 

242 Pamela 
 
Perfect 

Clerk 
 
Astley and 

Objection to the three proposed sites within Clerk 
Astley and Dunley Parish: development would be out of 
scale with local population; development would detract 

 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

Dunley Parish 
Council 

from views across Abberley Hills whilst being a visible 
intrusion on local landscape; development would 
worsen local flooding issues onto he B4194; existing 
surface water and sewage removal is already at 
capacity; local services are also at capacity, public 
transport for access to doctors is inadequate; 
development would have a harmful impact on narrow 
and dangerous local roads; considerations should be 
made for ‘red listed’ wildlife; development would set a 
precedent for further developments that would be 
‘unsustainable’; lack of surrounding/supporting jobs; 
new homes need accompanying facilities. 

specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

246 Mr 
 
Robert 
 
Tilley 

 Request for Hayslan Fields, Malvern, to be excluded 
from call to sites in order to protect Green 
Infrastructure. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

255 Mr 
 
Neil 
 
Rayner 

 Objection to development at Middle Battenhall Farm: 
site is part of the only ‘green corridor’ which is heavily 
used by a variety of groups; the site is a wildlife corridor 
and is valuable in absorbing run off water; precedent set 
by previous refusals; Planning Inspector did not accept 
Middle Battenhall Farm as suitable for development in 
“City of Worcester Local Plan 1996-2011 Inquiry – 
Inspector’s Report” and nothing has changed since then; 
the loss of landscape would be harmful to two Grade II 
listed properties. 

Instead, it is stated that Middle Battenhall farm should 
be allocated as Local green Space to ensure that the site 

 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

can continue to be used by local population and to fulfil 
the need to protect green network and access to views 
to Malvern Hills and Crookbarrow Hill. This proposal has 
the support of three local Councillors and organisations. 

257 Geoffrey 
 
Pritchard 

 Objection to development in the Hallow Area: current 
roads are not adequate for further developments, local 
services and public transport services are also not 
suitable. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

243 Chris 
 
Neville 

 Objects to development at Site off Mosely Road and 
Oakley: due to quality of agricultural land, access and 
landscape impact. 

Objects to development at Site opposite of Hallow 
Church: would compromise views and heritage setting 
of Hallow Church. 

Objects to development at Site south of Hallow Church: 
the site lies within the ‘strategic gap’. 

Objection to development in Hallow: lack of 
infrastructure and amenities to support additional 
housing. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

245 Mrs 
 
Monica 
 
Kelly 

 Objection to development of land bordering A38 at 
Ryall/Bluebell Farm: dangerous access to A38 and any 
access points to Ryall Road and Strensham Lane would 
cause congestion when meeting A38; would lead to 
further congestion at crossroads at A4104 and A38; 
drainage is poor and liable to flooding; sewage system 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

appears to be capacity; large development at Marina 
Site already which threatens infrastructure, whilst local 
amenities are being reduced and services are at 
capacity. 

247 Dr 
 
Ian 
 
Proudler 

 Proposes that Hayslan Fields should be designated as 
Neighbourhood Green Space in order to protect Green 
Infrastructure and in accordance with previous reviews 
that have found Hayslan Fields to bring significant value 
to the community. Also states that it should not be 
included in the call for sites. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

249 Mrs 
 
Judith 
 
Harrison 

 Objection to development of Hayslan Fields: from the 
Neighbourhood Plan, Hayslan Fields have been 
designated a Green Space and that this land should be 
protected as such. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

254 Catherine 
 
Kevis 

 Proposes that Middle Battenhall Farm be designated as 
Local Green Space: this is due to it acting as a lung for 
the city near busy traffic routes, the popularity of the 
site is cited amongst the social benefits it facilitates. 
Congestion and flood risk would be worsened as a result 
of development. Protecting it as Local Green Space 
would make the whole area more attractive to people 
looking to buy nearby new properties. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

256 John 
 
Harrison 

 Objection to development at Middle Battenhall farm: 
instead, Brownfield sites should be the first priority. The 
site acts as a buffer for urban sprawl, and provides 
views across to Malvern. The protection of the historic 
monument should be prioritised. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

271 Martin and 
Nicky 
 
Parry 

 Proposes that Middle Battenhall Farm should be 
designated as a Local green Space: due to its popularity 
and use as a local amenity, the reasons for initial refusal 
have not changed. They wish to adopt the arguments 
given by Middle Battenhall Farm Land Action Group. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

295 Daniel 
 
Harding 

 Objection to development at Middle Battenhall Farm 
and proposes that land at Middle Battenhall Farm 
should be classified as Local Green Space: the land 
satisfies conditions set out in the NPPF for this purpose; 
concerned about impact of drainage and the impact this 
could have on Duck brook; the popularity of the area for 
recreation is further reason to object to the proposed 
development. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

305 Mr 
 
Robert 
 
Jones 

 Objection to development of Land at Sayers Avenue, 
Malvern: Unsuitable for housing and more valuable for 
current farming use; surrounding roads are not suitable 
for further expansion; bus service is also inadequate. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

319 Mr 
 
James 
 
Rose 

 Objection to development at land off Moseley Road and 
Oakleigh Avenue: due to impact on landscape which 
would result in the loss off grade 2 agricultural land; the 
site lies within strategic gap; health care, Schools and 
road networks are insufficient to support housing 
developments. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

338 Mr 
 
Jeremy 
 
Owenson 

 Option A - Supported. 

Option B - Partially supported. 

Option C - Not supported. 

Noted. 
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ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

359 Mr 
 
Peter 
 
Morgan 

 The first choice is Option "a". This should be the 
baseline. 

Further to this option I would choose option "e". The 
reason is that in order to make Worcester a more 
vibrant and inclusive city we need more high density, 
good quality apartment accommodation to meet the 
changing needs in society for smaller family units and 
single person accommodation of all ages and far less of 
the urban small house with mini-garden. This also has 
the advantage of reducing the need for cars, improving 
the use of public transport and reducing the need for 
more infrastructure. 

Noted. 

276 Abigail 
 
Tilling 

 Focus additional growth (housing) to the genuinely 
sustainable locations i.e. main towns and not peripheral 
villages to discourage commuting. 

Any additional housing needs arising from Worcester 
City should be accommodated in Worcester City utilising 
undeveloped Brownfield sites rather than in 
neighbouring Districts. 

Any new housing allocated outside of main urban area 
should primarily be focussed around the new railway 
station at Norton or in a large settlement by a 
Motorway. 

Comments are noted however, it is already 
acknowledged that Worcester does not have the 
capacity to meet its local housing need and therefore 
the SWDP review will need to accommodate this 
growth within the wider SWDP area.  There is not a 
sufficient supply of brownfield sites to accommodate 
all of the development required. 

294 Angus 
 
McCulloch 

 Objection to development on land off Guarlford Road 
(near to the Green Dragon Pub): due to this being in 
conflict with the Malvern Town Plan that designates the 
approach to Malvern a key viewpoint. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
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Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

Preferred Options. 

302 Mr 
 
Robin 
 
Walker 

 A new eco-village settlement at Throckmorton could 
utilise the geothermal energy available as per 
recent WCC/WDC Heat Networks project. 

Noted. 

352 Mrs 
 
Louise 
 
Priest 

 Rep relating to the potential for development between 
Worcester and Kempsey in the significant gap. 
Consultee is does not wish to see any development 
occur. 

Assessment of the significant gap will be conducted 
as part of the SWDP review. At this stage there is no 
approach adopted nor is there any evidence base 
commissioned. 

405 Derek 
 
Purnell 

 Rep in support of the application to designate Middle 
Battenhall Farm as a Local Green Space. Consultee does 
not state that they are anti-development but similar 
reps have also been received which state as such. Rep 
could also be interpreted as against Green Space 
designation. 

The comments are noted. Although, any site specific 
application or designations falls outside the scope of 
this consultation. 

1454 Mrs 
 
Ann 
 
Boulter 

 e specifically near the new Parkway Station Noted. 

436 Mr 
 
Michael 
 
Thorne 

 Option A and/or Option B. Noted. 

324 Barbourne  New housing growth should be located in accordance Noted. 
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Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

Road Group with a., then d. (in collaboration with f.), then c. This 
would enable suitable locations currently allocated as 
Green Belt at the main towns to be released for 
development. This is preferable to the creation of a new 
settlement in either the Green Belt of Open 
Countryside, which could be more environmentally 
detrimental in terms of provision of infrastructure, loss 
of habitat and cost of development (thus market value) 
than removing sustainable land from the Green Belt. 

331 Dr 
 
Julie 
 
Smith 

 A rep in support of Middle Battenhall Farm. Goes into 
detail about the sites history, ancient monument, 
biodiversity, habitats and landscape. 

Noted. Although, this falls outside the scope of the 
issues and options consultation. 

337 Mark 
 
Smith 

 Rep against the designation of Middle Battenhall Farm 
being allocated for housing. Quoting reasons for refusal 
on the previous application and expresses the 
credentials of the site and its history. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. Comments made regarding 
Middle Battenhall Farm are outside the scope of this 
consultation. 

349 Mr 
 
Jeremy 
 
Owenson 

 Housing growth at Worcester, Towns and Villages. Noted. 

456 Mrs 
 
Loretta 

Pickersleigh 
Residents 
Group 

Objection to development of Hayslan Fields: due to this 
being designated as a green space used for recreation - 
being the only park for those who cannot access the 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
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Proctor 

Hills. Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

375 Prosser  Rep that is supportive of Middle Battenhall Farm being 
designated as Green Space. Consultee does not say if 
they are anti-development but the letter is similar to 
other reps received that do not wish to see 
development on Middle Battenhall Farm so it is best 
placed in 'Option 3' rather than relating to the 'Green 
Space' Option. 

The comments are noted. Although, any site specific 
application or designations falls outside the scope of 
this consultation. 

404 Yvonne 
 
Purnell 

 Rep in support of the application to designate Middle 
Battenhall Farm as a Local Green Space. Consultee does 
not state that they are anti-development but similar 
reps have also been received which state as such. Rep 
could also be interpreted as against Green Space 
designation. 

The comments are noted. Although, any site specific 
application or designations falls outside the scope of 
this consultation. 

458 Miss 
 
Rebecca 
 
McLean 

Severn Trent 
Water 

The preferred option would be option d followed by e 
(providing that the growth is located to the West or 
South of the City to avoid routing drainage through the 
centre of the city). 

Option d would be preferred in towns away from areas 
at risk of flooding from the River Severn, where 
improvements can be focussed in larger phased 
extensions to avoid multiple investment locations and 
focus Sewage Treatment Work improvements in a 
smaller number of locations. 

Comments are noted. 

466 Dr  Rushwick has been overdeveloped since 2010. This The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
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Frank 
 
Crompton 

activity erodes our quality of life in a community we 
helped to create which we fully approve of. It is for this 
reason that I, and many other inhabitants of the village, 
demand that a stop be put to any future development 
along Bransford Road between the Grange Lane road 
junction and Roots’ Farm Shop. We regard this land as 
‘Green Belt’ and we wish that this status is retained. 

I understand that the creation of a SW Development 
Plan for the village raises the opportunity for discussion 
of alternative approaches to providing additional 
housing. I would not deny a need for such housing and 
to date I see little indication that the type of housing 
needed to cope with homelessness are not being built. 
It is for that reason that I see the development of 
houses outside existing areas such as Rushwick as the 
only viable alternative and I would support such 
development. 

specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

475 Pamela 
 
Turner 

 Objection to development of Hayslan Fields: due to this 
open space being necessary “for the health of the area”. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

519 Mr 
 
W J 
 
Simpson 

Middle 
Battenhall 
Farm Land 
Action Group 

Option 3b should be vigorously pursued within this 
Review. Given the number of housing units needed and 
the limited sites available, especially in Worcester City, 
new settlement/garden villages would make a 
significant contribution. Sites around the new 
Worcestershire Parkway railway station at Norton 
(towards Stoulton would be a good location). The target 

Comments are noted, it is already acknowledged that 
Worcester does not have the capacity to meet its 
local housing need and therefore the SWDP review 
will need to accommodate this growth within the 
wider SWDP area. 
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allocation of housing to Worcester City must be 
significantly reduced to reflect such developments 
elsewhere in Wychavon and Malvern Hills districts. 

Option 3c and 3d are also supported. 

Option 3e is NOT supported. 

Option 3f is also NOT supported unless to provide a new 
settlement/garden village. 

705 Cllr 
 
Margaret 
 
Rowley 

Vice Chair 
 
Tibberton 
Parish Council 

a. Some development should be expected appropriately 
directed to the natural growth of existing sustainable 
settlements. 

b. A new garden village in the vicinity of Worcestershire 
Parkway station should be considered. 

e. A greater portion of growth should be in Worcester 
City making use of brown field land, particularly making 
use of accommodation above shops and the conversion 
of disused retail units to residential. 

f.  There is little scope for development in the green belt 
without allowing the coalescence of settlements. 

Noted. 

1405 Mr 
 
David 
 
Clark 

 New housing growth should be located in Worcester 
and in towns such as Malvern, where there is access to 
major roads and amenities. A new settlement close to 
the Worcester Parkway would also be suitable to a 
mixed use development. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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Objection to development of land at Green Lane, 
Naunton: this is due to a lack of services and access by 
only minor roads, with no footpath/cycle paths. It also 
has poor broadband provision. 

 

537 Ms 
 
Kate 
 
Collingwood 

Great 
Comberton 
Parish Council 

Objection to development of Brailles Orchard (site 
CFS0214): due to its importance within the conservation 
area, forming the setting of the Church and the annual 
Great Comberton Flower Show. 

Proposes that Static Caravan sites be excluded from 
development that is permitted in open country side, 
because they are not temporary buildings (refers to a 
case from Bath and Somerset Council) and they are not 
subject to the same design and construction standards 
as houses. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

545 Jim 
 
Griffiths 

 I support the idea of a garden village development: 
Section 8 Option 3.I would like to see it in the area of 
Norton Parkway because of the proximity to road and 
rail networks and the facilities of Worcester City. 

In a sociological study I read about the ideal size of small 
towns in the USA, inhabitants were happiest where the 
population was between approx. 6 and 8 thousand so I 
would recommend that the total population for the 
whole of the Norton area grew to approximately that 
size. Big enough to cope: small enough to care! 

Comments are noted. 

548 Mr 
 
Robin 

 It should to be taken into account the level of housing 
that has already been built in a Village, whether on the 
SWDP or not, before allocating more housing numbers. 

Comments are noted.  The assumption is that the 
majority of the current allocations will continue - 
these will only be removed where it can no longer be 
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Tilling 

Rushwick is at serious risk of being swallowed up into 
Worcester and will lose its rural charm and identity 
forever. 

Any further large scale housing needs should be planned 
around the new Railway station at Norton or a new 
settlement or settlements should be built close to 
Motorway links. 

The existing planned housing on the SWDP should be 
pushed through rather than allocating additional new 
sites to meet the numbers. 

demonstrated that they are 
deliverable.  However, the increasing annual housing 
requirement and the fact that the SWDP Review 
covers an additional 10 year period means that sites 
need to be allocated to meet the requirement for 
approximately 14,000 additional dwellings. 

552 Mr 
 
Ian 
 
Tindell 

 Objection to development at Middle Battenhall Farm: 

 Nothing has changed since the first refusal in 
2015 with over 1,000 letters of objection; the 
site acts as a green lung for Worcester and is 
part of the Worcester City Circular Cycle Leisure 
Route 

 It is also an area in which physical health can be 
improved. 

 The land should be classified as Local Green 
Space 

 Development would increase the flood risk due 
to steep topography, whilst run off and localised 
flooding has already caused problems for High 
School/College students who face long 
diversions if flooding is worsened – with fields 
acting as a ‘soak away at present’ 

 Sewage waste is problematic, with the logical 
path for waste being old and not suitable for the 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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increase in properties 
 A 10 inch oil pipeline may also create problems 
 A significant development is already planned for 

land adjacent to Broomhall Way (circa 2200 
homes), as well as 120 homes at Weogoran Park, 
this alone will have a significant impact on local 
congestion with this proposed development 
making this even worse 

 Access problems to middle Battenhall farm, the 
access may also be too steep 

 Lack of existing infrastructure 
 The site provides unrestricted views of the 

Malvern Hills, and such views have ben 
mentioned in local history books 

 The land has historic sand archaeological 
significance that should be protected 

 Due to average house prices, and average wages 
in the city, it is argued that for younger people, 
the type of housing required are smaller city 
centre located houses, closer to amenities and 
services. 

The Worcester Parkway Station provides a better 
opportunity for housing next to a new transport hub 

556 Emily 
 
Shaw 

 Support for the Middle Battenhall Farm being 
designated as Local Green Space: the area is an informal 
green space that is enjoyed by thousands of locals who 
use the area recreationally, away from highways. The 
site also contains abundant wildlife, and protected bird 
species. The response quotes paragraph 170 and 174 of 
the NPPF, in the need to enhance and protect valued 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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areas of natural environment. 

571 Mrs 
 
Maria 
 
Dixon 

 I support 3b-this could perhaps be considered around 
the new train station area at Norton. 

3c can be supported if there is consideration about 
transport and access to infrastructure, local shops and 
community structures. 

3f is not supported 

3e does not seem plausible except for empty 
buildings/businesses and changing their use to housing 
or above shops where buildings are empty. 

Noted. 

591 Mr 
 
Mark 
 
Newman 

 Representation against development in Green Belt 
(Claines, Worcester).  Particularly concerned with loss of 
wildlife. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

593 Cllr 
 
Steve 
 
Mackay 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: Due to the 
popular use of one of the last ‘green lungs’. The site 
meets the requirements to be designated as a Local 
Green Space, and due to its accessibility means that 
many can and do use it. The site’s heritage, Green 
Network and historic Civil War setting deserve 
protection. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

455 Mr and Mrs 
 
David and 

 Objection to development of land off Green Lane, 
Naunton: access is restricted and there is no public 
transport making car ownership essential; lack of 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
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Sandra 
 
Smith 

amenities; flood risk; there is a need to protect the 
ancient ridge and “furrow agricultural land” 

Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

467 Anne 
 
Stark 

 Objection to development off Moseley Road: principally 
du to it being valuable Grade 2 agricultural land, with 
access and landscape impact issues. 

Objection to development in Hallow (entirely): there is a 
lack of amenities making car use essential to access 
services such as health care, whilst the existing roads 
are under considerable pressure, with significant traffic 
problems. Developing on land south of Hallow Church 
would impact on the views of the Church and its 
heritage setting. Some sites are also located within the 
strategic gap, which is contrary to current policy and the 
gap has the support of residents. 

 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

474 Mr 
 
Stephen 
 
Lomax 

 In our view, new housing growth should be located at 
Worcester and the town and villages (approach (a)), but 
with a greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages and towns (approaches (b) and (c)), including 
Upton Snodsbury. 

Noted. 

649 Mrs 
 
Faye 
 
Dearden 

 Housing growth should be generally around towns and 
Worcester to continue Worcester’s prosperity and to 
protect unwanted development in rural areas. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

594 Neil 
 
Hickling 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: the site is unique 
and its destruction would be ‘urban vandalism’. Wildlife, 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
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e.g. mating pair of Buzzards, need protection. 
Development on land surrounding the scheduled 
ancient monument would detract from the sites status 
and significance. The site acts as a “natural sump” and 
developing on it would likely cause flood issues. Should 
be protected for future generations. 

Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

604 Mr 
 
Steven 
 
Bloomfield 

Conservation 
Officer - 
Planning 
 
Worcestershir
e Wildlife 
Trust 

Part a) may have the advantage of capitalising on 
existing infrastructure and employment opportunities 
and may be more environmentally sound in terms of 
reducing distant vehicle movements and commuting but 
this will depend on the environmental impacts caused 
as a result of continuing to develop in areas where 
development pressure is already threatening the 
ecological functionality of the nearby environment. 

Whilst there may be merit in investigating the new town 
approach set out in Part b) it seems clear that 
assimilating a settlement of the size required in open 
countryside would have very significant ramifications for 
wildlife in the chosen area. 

The design and implementation of large development 
will play a significant role in delivering growth that 
enhances the environment and leads to demonstrable 
net gain for wildlife. 

Comments are noted. 

623 Yvonne 
 
Semple 

 Objection to development in the Claines area: 
development threatens the green belt, puts strain on 
services, damages the environment and may result in 
little delineation of Fernhill Heath and Claines. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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Representation against development in the Green Belt 
(Claines). 

480 Professor 
 
Hazel 
 
Kemshall 

 Option (3) (b) new settlement preferred. Near new rail 
station, and use of Throckmorton air drome, possible 
extension to Bromsgrove as many residents of north 
Worcestershire commute to Birmingham anyway.  No to 
other Green Belt encroachment. 

Noted 

512 James & 
Rozanne 
 
Maclaren 

 The whole plan idea of placing 14,000 homes on a green 
field site in countryside on the west side of the city of 
Worcester is quite serious. Another big chunk of 
urbanising a green and beautiful part of Worcestershire 
is quite appalling, and the though of all that green land 
becoming housing and roads is shocking. 

We should be protecting this area from development. 
No houses should be put there. 

There are other sites e.g. on the east side of Worcester 
City near the M5 motorway where development of 
roads and houses could take place without detracting 
from the environment. 

Comments are noted however, the overall 
requirement across south Worcestershire is for 
14,000 new homes, these will not be ion a single site. 

624 Jan 
 
Rayner 

 Objection to development in the 
Pershore/Hampton/Evesham area: congestion is already 
an issue, further development threatens to make this 
worse. Also mentions that there seems to be too much 
car parking in Hampton, with a lack of facilities/shops 
for people to visit. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

627 Mr 
 

Clerk 
 

Pebworth sits on the border with Warwickshire, and in 
the adjacent Warwickshire parishes of Long Marston 

Comments are noted.  All new large scale 
development is required to undergo transport 
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John 
 
Stedman 

Pebworth 
Parish Council 

and Quinton plans have already been approved for the 
building of in excess of 5000 new homes. Around 1500 
of these have either been built or are currently being 
built. 

We feel that it is critical that sufficient weight is given to 
these developments adjacent to Pebworth as they are 
already putting pressure on the local road network, a 
situation which appears set to increase dramatically to 
unstainable levels. Our concern is that Stratford District 
Council appear to be only considering the traffic 
implications as they relate to Warwickshire and 
Stratford Town, when in reality there are also huge 
consequences for traffic flows through South and West 
routes through Worcestershire, e.g. towards the M5 
and local rail networks. 

Given the evolving situation outlined above we urge 
greater emphasis on cooperation and joined up thinking 
with adjacent planning authorities to consider the 
serious infrastructure implications of all large housing 
developments in this area. 

modelling and the impacts beyond administrative 
boundaries need to be factored in.  The SWCs are 
working proactively under the Duty to Cooperate, 
with all adjacent authorities and cross boundary 
issues will be set out in the draft Statement of 
Common Ground which will be published alongside 
the preferred Options. 

645 Mr 
 
Mike 
 
Oakley 

 States that housing growth should be located within 
Worcester and ‘main towns’, though if Worcester 
Parkway is to be a transport interchange this could 
facilitate a 2000-3000 person new settlement at high 
density 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

546 Jim 
 
Griffiths 

 Support for the idea of a garden villa development at 
Norton Parkway: ideally at approximately 6-8 thousand 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 

P
age 24

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/645.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/546.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

residents. 

Proposes the protection of the derelict Orchard at Red 
Lane Hampton, due to it containing an established 
badger set. 

Proposes the protection of a corn field on School Road, 
Evesham as a site of historic interest as it once 
contained the old Abbey Vineyards. 

Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

553 Mr 
 
Ian 
 
Tindell 

 Raises concern about the affordability of housing, and 
suggests that smaller, affordable properties located in 
the city centre would be suitable for young people and 
reduce the need to travel. Suggests the Council should 
be looking at brownfield sites close to the City 
Centre.  Suggests there are 417 empty homes in the city 
which could be brought back into use. 

Suggests that development should be located near to 
the new Parkway station to encourage public transport 
use and that the proximity to the M5 also makes this a 
good location for businesses. 

Comments are noted.  Whilst all three Councils have 
a programme to bring empty homes back into use 
this does not overcome the need to build 14,000 
additional new homes across south Worcestershire in 
the plan period. 

687 Miss 
 
Maureen 
 
Williams 

 “Growth should be in the villages without a narrow and 
NIMBY view of development boundaries which leads to 
over development within a small space” 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

748 Mrs 
 
Jennifer 

 Comments against the Call for Sites submission 
proposed by RCA Generation for Green Lane, Naunton. 

Reasons for being against the development are as 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
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Rowberry 

follows; Extra traffic on a small country lane; No 
pavements; Strain on sewage system; Low water 
pressure as we already suffer from this, more houses 
would make this worse; More houses could add to the 
already surface water problem; Concerns over 
accessibility for materials being delivered to site due to 
the tightness of the lane; No street lights; Concerns over 
first time buyer properties in a rural / ageing 
community; Not happy with plans of 2 storey buildings 
overlooking existing bungalows; Electricity loading on a 
aged network, we already suffer from power cuts; 
Starter home houses will encourage families to move 
into Naunton and will put pressure on local school 
places and school buses. 

Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

750 Mrs 
 
Judith 
 
Shelton 

 Concerns over Green Lane, Naunton and the impacts 
the call for sites development would have on 
the settlement. 

All sites submitted through the call for sites process 
will be assessed and tested through a transport 
model which helps determine whether a site is 
sustainable/developable. This will be fed into the 
preferred option stage of the plan review which is 
timetabled to commence in November/December 
2019. 

752 Mr & Mrs 
 
M 
 
Teale 

 Traffic is an issue along the lane; bad corners; has past 
experience of accidents at the junction; restricting 
access; 2 houses would be acceptable; flooding issues 
and water run off; services are at high capacity. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

788 C 
 
P 

 b) At a new settlement(s)/garden village(s) and Comments are noted.  The public will have the 
opportunity to comment at specific sites during the 
next round of consultation, the Preferred Options, 
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f) In the Green Belt. 

I am against any more growth in the villages, including 
category 1, 2 and 3 villages. To achieve this I would like 
to see new settlement(s)/garden village(s) and the use 
of the Green Belt. 

New settlement(s)/garden village(s) have the added 
advantage that they can be located and designed to 
accommodate the needs and requirements of today’s 
modern world. 

Additionally: 

At present, there is a marked difference between the 
percentage dwelling uplift 2011-2030 between some 
category 1 villages. Some have an uplift of around 20%, 
e.g. Offenham , while others have only 5-6%. The high 
percentage dwelling uplift that some villages have 
already been allocated should be acknowledged and 
these villages exempt from further allocations during 
the review. (Figures from SWC: SWDP Examination 
Hearing Statement – stage 2C Matter X3 20th April 
2015). 

Honeybourne, Inkberrow and Offenham were described 
as having a relatively high level of development 
proposed during the SWDP Examination - further 
evidence that these villages should be exempt from 
further allocations during the review. (SWDP 
Examination: Schedule of potential housing sites 

this is due to take place in November 2019. 
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considered and rejected following the Objective 
Assessment of Housing Need (summer 2014)). 

Other Comments: 

 Suitable sites owned by Worcester County 
Council or any of the 3 South Worcestershire 
Councils. The added benefit that the proceeds 
from these sites could have in helping mitigate 
government funding cuts and budget deficits 
should be considered when assessing site 
allocations. 

 Phased release of land. Nearly all the new 
housing growth required is for the period 2030-
2041. It would, therefore, be sensible to stop 
these sites being developed before 2030. 

 Village Character. Larger sites with more than 
approximately 30 dwellings tend not to be in 
keeping with a village and should be avoided. 
This should include where 2 sites are next to or 
in close proximity to each other. As explained 
above, I am against any more housing in the 
villages. However, if sites are still necessary they 
should be small, less than 30 dwellings, and 
distributed evenly around a village. 

 Worcester Housing Need. Any need unable to be 
found within Worcester City should be located as 
close to Worcester as possible, evenly 
distributed between Malvern Hills and 
Wychavon districts. 

 Will the public have the opportunity to comment 
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on specific site allocations? Those potential sites 
which have already had public consultations 
should be taken into consideration when 
allocating sites. 

773 Mr 
 
Mike 
 
Davis 

Clerk 
 
Lower 
Broadheath 
Parish Council 

Option A - We do not favour perpetuating the expansion 
of settlements as prescribed in SWDP. We argue that 
this would only perpetuate further egress into existing 
traffic congestion. 

Option B & E - The concept of a wider Worcester area is 
favoured and should continue through SWDPR. A prime 
candidate is offered in Appendix A. “Parkway Gardens”. 
This would provide a community with impeccable rail 
access together with meeting to policy criteria of 
residents being able to locally ‘work rest and play’ in a 
community large enough to be self-contained for most 
services. Access to the M5 would be via a lightly used 
B4084 to the eastern access at junction 7. Whilst it is 
acknowledged that the disposition of the 14000 homes 
between the three authorities has not been agreed at 
this time, it is unlikely that Worcester will be able to 
accommodate its allocated growth, within the City 
boundaries, necessitating the wider Worcester concept. 

We would also point out that the Throckmorton site 
comprising mainly the old Pershore airfield is about 150 
Ha. That area alone is sufficient for about 3000 homes 
and employment. Such a settlement is close to Pershore 
rail station and the A44. This site would be large enough 
to qualify as a mainly self-sufficient community. 

Comments are noted. 
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559 Zoe 
 
Stokes 

 Objects to development on Middle Battenhall farm, and 
instead proposes that the site is designated as a Local 
Green Space. This is due to the views of Malvern 
provided by the site. The site facilitates recreation and 
has a large footfall in the form of commuters which 
reduces the need for cars and promotes healthier travel 
options. The site facilitates numerous species; Buzzards, 
Slow Worms and bats, amongst others, have been 
spotted. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

561 Mary 
 
Rimell 

 The land surrounding me i.e. Rotherdale Farm, QinetiQ, 
Marshalls Transport has all been put forward for 
development. I fully support the proposal for housing on 
the airfield on the condition a new road goes from the 
Wyre Piddle bypass. 

I understand 14,000 houses are needed by 2040. I 
support 2 large developments at Throckmorton and 
Norton with the remainder in villages. You could plan 
for a railway stop at Wyre Piddle providing ample 
parking for Pershore & Evesham. 

Support for options A and D are noted. 

760 Mr 
 
Ian 
 
Tindell 

 Option 3a - ONLY on Brownfield sites, where the nature 
of the site can be changed to the benefit of Worcester 
city. ie the old Co-op building in Worcester City 
converted to provide affordable flats / apartments in 
the "heart" of the city centre, and help support the high 
streets. Town centres will also have "better" transport 
links than in outlying villages 

Option 3b should be vigorously pursued. Given the 
number of houses needed and the limited sites available 

Comments are noted. 
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in Worcester City, new settlement/garden villages could 
make a significant contribution, with the new 
Worcestershire Parkway Railway station a good location 
with its good train connections, and connecting buses 
(assumption). Having a new settlement SHOULD mean 
that it wouldn't be placing pressure upon existing 
infrastructure, but new Infrastructure (Doctors, schools 
etc.) would need to be in place BEFORE the 
development started to be built so as NOT to put 
pressure on existing infrastructure elsewhere. 

Option 3c - Housing development in villages should 
ONLY be of an appropriate size so as not to radically 
change the nature / culture of the village or place huge 
pressures upon the existing infrastructure such as 
doctors, schools, etc. Currently local bus transport to 
villages such as Kempsey is limited and possibly non 
existent in the evenings or weekends, and therefore 
would force people to make more journeys in their cars 

Option 3d - See 3a & 3b 
 
Option 3e - See 3a & 3b 

Option 3f - Definitely NOT supported. The Green Belt 
should be protected and cherished! Its what makes 
Worcester & the wider area special, otherwise we might 
as well call ourselves "Birmingham" 

581 Lyn 
 
Gleeson 

 This is a non Issues and Options 
representation/comment. 

Outside the scope of the issues and options 
consultation. Although a Green Belt study has been 
commissioned and is partly available on our website. 

P
age 31

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/581.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

Representation against development in the Green Belt 
(Claines). 

812 Mr 
 
Mike 
 
Davis 

Clerk 
 
Lower 
Broadheath 
Parish Council 

Provides a map of the Wider Worcester Extension and 
states:  The employment zone provides a direct access 
to the motorway for goods vehicles and JIT 
manufacturers. In SWDPR, Wychavon requires a 
substantial amount of employment land. 

The housing, located close to employment, should be as 
self-contained as possible but would provide direct 
access to both road and rail if further commuting was 
necessary. 

Comments are noted.  The Worcester West urban 
extension is already allocated. 

The assumption is that the majority of the current 
allocations will continue - these will only be removed 
where it can no longer be demonstrated that they 
are deliverable.  However, the increasing annual 
housing requirement and the fact that the SWDP 
Review covers an additional 10 year period means 
that sites need to be allocated to meet the 
requirement for approximately 14,000 additional 
dwellings. 

825 Michael 
 
Cawley 

 I wish to object to the latest SW Development Plan to 
develop on designated Green belt land in Claines. Our 
Green belt land must be protected, and furthermore 
stop North Worcester merging with Fernhill Heath. 

The sites that have been submitted are due for 
assessment and are not established within planning 
policy. A call for sites process has resulted in 1000+ 
sites being submitted to South Worcestershire 
Councils, all of which require an assessment to define 
their suitability for proposed development. The 
protection of Green belt land is still highly protected 
within national planning policy. 

827 Mrs 
 
Linda 
 
Cameron 

 Support for the Middle Battenhall Farm being 
designated as Local Green Space: the response states 
that the site provides “magnificent” views from the top 
of Red Hill Lane, akin to any AONB, and should be 
protected as a city asset. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

839 R. E. and M. 
 

 RE: Claines Green Belt Threat - The desecration of the 
countryside must be stopped by whatever means 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
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Martin responsible people can devise.  Every new house on the 
outskirts of any city means two or more cars on the 
road, the Government is making some sort of effort to 
improve air quality while at the same time encouraging 
commuting. How they balance these two incompatible 
ideologies I do not know. 

Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

844 Linda 
 
Perkins 

 It is very important to look at the impact on the 
environment. For example in villages, if the 
development offered doubles the size of the existing 
settlement, it should not be included in the SWDPR. 

Often in rural areas public transport is very limited e.g. 
in our area the bus to Stourport has ceased and local 
companies are running at a loss on routes to Worcester 
so they may cease in the future, so new developments 
would not have access to public transport/ 

Existing flooding should be considered as usually new 
developments do not help the situation. 

In rural areas like ours, local services are at maximum 
capacity and infrastructure cannot easily be put in 
without changing the character of the area and 
impacting on the environment, e.g. our surgery and 
school are at capacity already. Our shop and tennis 
court would not be able to service a whole new 
homogenous estate. There are no or very few 
employment opportunities here. Most people travel to 
work in local towns or cities like Worcester and 
Birmingham. All these reasons should be considered in 
the Issues and Options discussions. 

Comments are noted. These are issues which will be 
considered in the site allocations process. 
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595 Dr 
 
Malcolm 
 
Nixon 

 The north Worcester City Green Belt (ie Claines) is vital 
to ensure that Worcester and Fernhill Heath do not 
merge - this presents coalescence and the land is very 
good farm land (grade II) and there are extensive 
informal/formal recreational uses. 

The supportive report stresses how well the Green Belt 
is working - therefore - I cannot urge strongly enough 
that on NO account should the Green Belt be 
considered for development. 

Comments are noted. 

854 Terra 
Strategic 

 In terms of Housing Distribution, a mix of growth in the 
main urban centres and smaller sustainable settlements 
will allow for large urban extensions and proportionate 
village growth. A combination of the following is 
supported using a settlement hierarchy with a focus on 
public transport as its base: 

Option 3a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the 
adopted SWDP); and 

Option 3b. A greater proportion of growth generally in 
the villages; and 

Option 3d. A greater proportion of growth generally in 
the towns. 

This will meet all the other necessary parameters of 
distribution to include: 

In respect of Worcester, a focus on other towns and 
sustainable villages will allow time for the urban 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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extensions under construction to be completed. 

In respect of Option 3b - A greater proportion of growth 
generally in the villages - The settlement hierarchy in 
the adopted SWDP identifies sustainable settlements 
and can inform settlement locations for development. 

Promotes land at Three Cocks Lane, Offenham for 
allocation. 

860 Mr 
 
W J 
 
Simpson 

Middle 
Battenhall 
Farm Land 
Action Group 

Application for 19.8 hectares of Middle Battenhall Farm 
land to be designated as Local Green Space: this 
application contains the following supporting 
documents: 

 

a) Application for 19.8 hectares of Middle Battenhall 
Farm (MBF) land to be designated as Local Green Space. 

b) Appendix 1 - The MBFLAG Constitution 

c) Appendix 2 - MBF site to be designated Local Green 
Space. 

d) Appendix 3 - Visual Receptors 

e) Appendix 4 - Aidan Smyth Thesis  "A Study of the 
Field System within Battenhall Estate" - Report available 
from the Archaeology Data Service. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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f) Appendix 5 - Tithe Map 1843 

f)  Support Letter - St Peter’s Parish Council letter to 
MBFLAG 

g) Support Letter - Letter to MBFLAG Friends of St 
Peter’s Parks Group 

h) Support Letter - Phil Douce, Worcester Civic 
Society letter to MBFLAG 

i)  Support Letter - The  Battlefields Trust from Simon 
Marsh, Research and Treats Coordinator 

j)  Support Letter - County Councillor Steve Mackay 

k) Support E-mail from Worcester Athletic Club - Derek 
Cowdrey, Secretary: 

870 Mr 
 
Nevin 
 
Holden 

Strategic Land 
Manager, 
South 
 
Mactaggart 
and Mickel 
Group 

No single sub-option as advanced through Option 3 
presents the most appropriate approach to be 
incorporated into the new SWDP. A reflexive and 
flexible approach to new locations of growth will 
demonstrate the soundest strategy in ensuring that 
development is well and evenly spread across the SWDP 
area, reflecting the constraints and capacities of 
different locations across South Worcestershire. 
However, if the SWDP were to follow through with the 
sub-options presented, it would be a sensible strategy 
to ensure that a number of these sub-options are 
selected rather than one single strategy. As such, 
development should be continued to be focussed at the 

Comments are noted. 
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recognised settlements as per the current SWDP, but 
there should be new recognition that growth should be 
accommodated at the higher order villages. This is 
because that villages within areas of the SWDP can 
demonstrate a high level of accessibility, especially 
those villages that orbit larger settlements and that 
these villages require moderate levels of growth to 
ensure that their local services can be maintained 
through consistent market demand and usage of these 
said services. If growth were to be focusses towards and 
spread between villages that are recognised as suitable 
in accommodate strategic growth to contribute towards 
the identified need, the new Plan will be more able to 
achieve the requisite growth over the Plan period and 
ensure that the needs of local communities can be met. 
However, a greater focus alone at these villages will not 
be sufficient in ensuring that an adequate number of 
sites can be found and therefore it would be a more 
approach if the Plan were to explore multiple options to 
underpin the review development strategy. This should 
not preclude sites such as those under control by 
Mactaggart and Mickel Group at Hallow, given that this 
village has previously been recognised as suitable in 
accommodating some growth given the allocations 
which have been made, it should remain as a 
considered village, alongside similar such settlements, 
as part of the reviewed spatial strategy of the SWPD. 

876 Mr 
 
Michael 

 The allocation of new housing should respect the 
hierarchy of settlements balanced against the 
recognised constraints that may limit opportunities to 

Comments are noted. 
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Jones 

focus levels of growth to higher order settlements which 
would cause greater harm than distributing growth to 
lower order settlements which may be less constrained. 
In accordance with policies in the NPPF on location of 
new housing, greater emphasis should be placed upon 
ensuring that rural settlements are allowed to grow to 
ensure they remain sustainable communities and to 
provide housing to satisfy the needs of local residents 
and future generations. 

878 Mr 
 
Stephen 
 
Beard 

 Objection to development at Battenhall Manor Farm: 
refers to a report by Dr Pat Hughes (2007) showing the 
amount of land that has been developed on and says 
that the historic value of the site should be protected, 
along with the biodiversity that the site allows. Stresses 
that housing targets should not be met at the expense 
of historic green infrastructure. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

881 Mrs 
 
Kathleen 
 
Maddams 

 Option C. Noted. 

885 Miss 
 
Janet 
 
Baker 

 Objection to development on Hayslan Fields: they 
should remain as dedicated green space and be 
regarded as such in the SDWP, due to the popularity of 
its recreational use and acting as a green corridor. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

891 Mr 
 
Robert 

 I think it is essential that development of the 
infrastructure to support the new housing is in place 
prior to the houses being built. So often the facilities 

Comments are noted. An Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
will be prepared to set out the infrastructure 
required to support the delivery of the Plan. 
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Turner 

such as roads, shops, schools, pubs etc. are not 
considered early enough, regarded as a cost not a 
benefit and often promised but not delivered. 

633 Mr 
 
John 
 
Stedman 

Clerk 
 
Pebworth 
Parish Council 

Pebworth Parish Council support options d and e as this 
encourages sustainable transport modes. 

Noted. 

641 Julie 
 
Newman 

 With the recent and on going development of Gwillams 
fields across the Ombersley Road, I feel very strongly 
that enough is enough for this end of Worcester !!! 

Claines roundabout/Claines Lane and the top end of 
Ombersley Road are congested from about 7.30-9.30 in 
the mornings and the same again from 4.30-6.30 in the 
evening, and to then add to this even more is just going 
to lead to more and more accidents.  Claines Lane is just 
too narrow for the rat run it has become.  The 
roundabout is like Wacky Races at rush hour, it is just 
too much!!! 

I do understand that there is a need for more 
houses.  However Claines, and indeed Worcester in 
general is already full !!! 

Wherever you decide to build next, must have safe 
access already in place. I think the travelling public in 
and around Worcester have had quite enough of road 
widening schemes/traffic lights.  It is also not fair to 
spoil the enjoyment that people who have worked hard 

Comments are noted, it is already acknowledged that 
Worcester does not have the capacity to meet its 
local housing need and therefore the SWDP review 
will need to accommodate this growth within the 
wider SWDP area.  There is not a sufficient supply of 
brownfield sites to accommodate all of the 
development required. 

Detailed transport modelling will be undertaken to 
inform the selection of sites for allocation. 
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all their lives who then have the beautiful peace that 
they have worked hard to enjoy is suddenly 
gone!  Human rights and all that!!! 

895 Ms 
 
Mary 
 
Fray 

 A general point re Stoke Prior - a number of new homes 
appear to being built locally and business parks which I 
am all in favour of , but would note the local facilities 
seem no where near sufficient to attract or support this. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

904 Mr 
 
Martin 
 
Pollard 

 Blank Response. Blank Response. 

695 Mr 
 
Leon 
 
Crawley 

 New housing growth should be located on brownfield 
and areas needing redeveloping in Worcester and larger 
towns. These areas will need rehabilitating anyway and 
already have access to services and give good access to 
existing amenities. 

Comments are noted, however there is not a 
sufficient supply of brownfield land to meet all of the 
development requirements. 

749 Mrs 
 
Penny 
 
Finch 

 Concerns about the proposed development in green 
lane. Feel that there are far to many properties 
proposed for the size of the site, Green Lane is mostly 
bungalows and they are spread out. 7 houses will look 
completely out of place.  Concerns that there will be far 
more cars within the area and will cause a restrain on 
parking. Access issues to and from the lane.  Loss of 
view, on the plan the large four bed houses have views. 
Every existing bungalow round the proposed 
development will lose their view. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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751 Mr 
 
Tony 
 
Hall 

 Strongly against any Housing Development . Feel that 
any new build would not fit in with the character of 
Naunton.  Most households would have at least two 
cars and the single track road is not equipped to 
accommodate the extra volume of traffic.  We would 
like to point out that the pumping station at times 
struggles to cope with the current demand. 

Comments are noted however the SWcs are required 
to plan for additional housing growth in accordance 
with the requirements of the NPPF.  Where relevant 
site specific comments will be taken into account in 
the Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

753 Mrs 
 
Sandra 
 
Teale 

 Concerns regarding the Green Lane proposal. Especially; 
vehicles and the safety of pedestrians and drivers; no 
bus service; narrow lane; doubts over facilities having 
the capacity to accommodate extra people; strain on 
local school with proposed affordable housing; flooding 
and sewage flooding could be an issue in the future. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

955 Mrs 
 
Gillian 
 
Pawson 

Vale of 
Evesham Civic 
Society 

Option 3B. Noted. 

1559 Mr 
 
David 
 
Yates 

 This seems the worst option of all. I would resist growth 
to the villages on three counts: 

1. Small packages of housing in remote villages are 
a poor decision since there is no economy of 
scale. The access to public transport, schools, 
hospitals and health centres, is not there at 
all and broadband speeds are poor. 

2. This county is known for its rural beauty. The 
villages are a sympathetic part of that. We 
cannot undo a decision about compromising that 

Comments are noted. 
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once it has happened. If we are able to satisfy 
our housing quotas, without sacrificing the 
unique and special rural beauty of the county we 
really need to do that. 

3. Some areas are prone to flooding. Unless 
development areas have been specifically 
protected from flooding, they should not be 
developed - it makes a mockery of the 
investment in flood protection and puts 
unwitting residents of newly developed 
properties at risk 

824 Dr 
 
Robert 
 
Stockley 

 Objection to development of Land Ryall House Farm: 
development would have a harmful impact on character 
of the area and of its wildlife. Development in Ryall 
should instead be within the confines of Ryall Road and 
A38 rather than along the River Severn. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

826 Philippa 
 
Daniell 

 I wish to register my objection to the plans potential to 
develop the green belt parcels S10,S11,S12. 

I do not feel that North Worcester should join Fernhill 
Heath and also that this area needs a recreational area 
such as that provided by the golf course and public 
footpath network and Perdiswell Park. Additionally we 
have spotted great crested newts in the practice area of 
Ravenmeadow, in our garden and also along the hedge 
at the end of Moat House Lane. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

833 Mr 
 

 I would support a. At Worcester, towns & villages (as Noted. 
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Haydon 
 
Higgins 

per the adopted SWDP). 

This is where infrastructure to support housing is 
already in place such as Hard wired Broadband, Schools, 
Shops & regular Public Transport links. 

836 Polly 
 
Greenhalgh 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: Development on 
this site would be inconsistent with paragraph 170 of 
the NPPF. Development would mean the destruction of 
a ‘green lung’ and it is used extensively. The site meets 
every criteria to become a Local Green Space. Although 
there is a need for housing, this site would be 
unsatisfactory for all stakeholders. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

990 Merton 
College 

Merton 
College 

Our client considers that the strategy for housing 
growth and distribution should be revised so that it is 
supported by the additional option of locating housing 
in new settlements / garden villages that are focussed 
near railway stations. As put forward as an option for 
employment growth, new housing should also be 
focused near railway stations. Including this as an 
additional option to the existing strategy will ensure the 
SWDPR has sufficient flexibility to deliver the housing 
needs up to 2041 (as required in the presumption in 
favour of sustainable development – NPPF paragraph 
11). 
 
This approach is supported by the opportunities 
presented at Worcestershire Parkway Station where 
new housing growth can be focused in a highly 
accessible location, as per the SWDP vision. In this 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

Comments are noted and will be considered in the 
next iteration of the SA report. 
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regard, our client’s site should be identified as being a 
suitable location for significant housing provision, due 
to its proximity to Worcestershire Parkway Station, and 
could form part of a new settlement or garden village. In 
addition, the site benefits from strong connectivity to 
junction 7 of the M5 and the A44, via the A4440 to the 
west and via the A4084 to the east. The Sustainability 
Appraisal scores this option as the most sustainable for 
allocating new housing growth, recognising that new 
residents would have good access to education and 
employment opportunities (paragraph 3.6.1). The 
Sustainability Appraisal scores this option, in terms of 
‘transport and accessibility’ as ‘minor negative’. 
However, it is considered that locating this option near 
to a railway station, such as Worcestershire Parkway 
Station, would result in ‘major positive’ impact, as was 
scored for rail focused development under the scoring 
matrix for the ‘Overall Development Strategy’. The 
revision of this score would strengthen the sustainability 
of this option further 

1024 Dr 
 
Graeme 
 
Crisp 

 Partially in agreement with option 3a due to 
infrastructure and reducing commuting distances. 

Noted. Sites have been submitted to South 
Worcestershire Councils east of the river seven and 
are being assessed as part of the Strategic Housing 
and Employment Availability Assessment. This will 
help inform the suitability of suits for development 
and with further inform the preferred options stage 
of the plan review. 

847 Linda 
 
Perkins 

 Please do not assume that a local village shop or garage 
can service an entire new housing estate! 

Comments are noted.  The Village facilities and Rural 
Transport Study is in the process of being 
updated.  Villages are classified using a range of 
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services and facilities including transport links. 

851 Linda 
 
Perkins 

 Planning history must be looked at when considering 
sites, e.g. the sites in Great Witley have been proposed 
on a number of occasions. Planning has been refused by 
MHDC and appeals have not been upheld. Public time 
and effort and money should not be wasted again 
because the land does not change, and the fact that the 
land has not been considered suitable for development 
previously should mean it must not be put in the new 
2041 SWDP. 

Comments are noted, however all sites put forward 
through the Call for Sites need to undergo 
assessment in accordance with the published 
Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability 
Assessment. This includes a consideration of relevant 
history. 

861 Mr 
 
W J 
 
Simpson 

Middle 
Battenhall 
Farm Land 
Action Group 

Application for 19.8 hectares of Middle Battenhall Farm 
land to be designated as Local Green Space: this 
application contains the following supporting 
documents: 

a) Application for 19.8 hectares of Middle Battenhall 
Farm (MBF) land to be designated as Local Green Space. 

b) Appendix 1 - The MBFLAG Constitution 

c) Appendix 2 - MBF site to be designated Local Green 
Space. 

d) Appendix 3 - Visual Receptors 

e) Appendix 4 - Aidan Smyth Thesis  "A Study of the 
Field System within Battenhall Estate" - Report available 
from the Archaeology Data Service. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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f) Appendix 5 - Tithe Map 1843 

f)  Support Letter - St Peter’s Parish Council letter to 
MBFLAG 

g) Support Letter - Letter to MBFLAG Friends of St 
Peter’s Parks Group 

h) Support Letter - Phil Douce, Worcester Civic 
Society letter to MBFLAG 

i)  Support Letter - The  Battlefields Trust from Simon 
Marsh, Research and Treats Coordinator 

j)  Support Letter - County Councillor Steve Mackay 

k) Support E-mail from Worcester Athletic Club - Derek 
Cowdrey, Secretary: 

863 Ms 
 
Kate 
 
Raine 

 Rather than allocating new housing sites measures 
should be put in place to ensure that sites already 
allocated or which benefit from planning permission are 
built out. 

Focus additional growth (housing) to the genuinely 
sustainable locations i.e. main towns and not peripheral 
villages to discourage commuting. 

Any additional housing need arising from Worcester City 
should be accommodated in Worcester City utilising 
undeveloped Brownfield sites rather than in 
neighbouring Districts. Developing Brownfield sites 

Comments are noted.  The assumption is that the 
majority of the current allocations will continue - 
these will only be removed where it can no longer be 
demonstrated that they are 
deliverable.  However, the increasing annual housing 
requirement and the fact that the SWDP Review 
covers an additional 10 year period means that sites 
need to be allocated to meet the requirement for 
approximately 14,000 additional dwellings. 

It is already acknowledged that Worcester City can 
not accommodate its full housing need within its 
administrative boundary.  There is not a sufficient 
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maybe more costly/complicated for developers but this 
should not effect decision making! 

Any new housing allocated outside of main urban areas 
should primarily be focussed around the new railway 
station at Norton or should be a new settlement / 
settlements, thus recognising the need for areas with 
good community amenities. 

supply of brownfield land to meet all development 
requirements. 

877 Julie 
 
Newman 

 The response states that the “old Co-Op building” 
should be redeveloped as it is an “eyesore” and is falling 
into disrepair. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1010 Mrs 
 
Judith 
 
Shelton 

 Response relating to Option B. Noted. 

1045 Mr 
 
Paul 
 
Tainty 

 Point 8.13 Option 3 is what I would like to comment on. 
S10, S11 and S12 ''The Claines Green Belt''. Preservation 
of the Green Belt is absolutely necessary as recently 
confirmed in ''Woods'' Green Belt review not only to 
stop Fernhill Heath and Worcester merging but also to 
''cheek unrestricted urban sprawl''. The existing Green 
Belt is therefore fulfilling it's function and should not be 
included in any future development plans and option 3 
(F) should be excluded. A new settlement would make 
the most sense maybe at Throckmorton airfield or 
Norton Parkway together with areas already allocated 

The Green Belt review is an evidence base document 
that will help inform and support the plan through 
the examination process. 

Comments made regarding a new settlement are 
noted and agreed upon, when read in relation to the 
sustainability appraisal. 
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within the existing SWDP. 

1046 K 
 
Alldritt 

 I express concerns about development of the Green Belt 
in Claines S10, S11 and S12. Fernhill Heath would 
become part of Worcester City and farming land lost. 
Northern routes into Worcester are already clogged 
during peak hours and without a second bridge to the 
north of the city, widening of existing roads, not enough 
school places, doctor surgeries, a hospital that struggles 
to cope at present. I can't believe more large scale 
housing in Worcester is being considered. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

894 Ms 
 
Jane 
 
O'Brien 

 Objection to development of sites CFS0905, CFS0908 & 
CFS0407: due to access requiring easements of 
Conservators land. Indicates that Guarlford Road is an 
iconic approach to Malvern and should be preserved. 
Site CFS0407 may be within the ‘Cordon Sanitaire’. 
Additional traffic and pedestrians on Guarlford Road 
may cause further accidents due to the speed of some 
drivers already. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

906 Mr 
 
Duncan 
 
Cameron 

 My preferred order of priorities 

1) Option B 

2) Option A 

3) Option C 

4) Option D 

and no development in either of 

The preferred order of priorities are noted. Option B 
is also considered as the most sustainable approach 
to housing growth within the sustainability appraisal. 

P
age 48

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/1046.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/894.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/906.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

5) Option E 

6) Option F 

1101 Mrs 
 
Katharine 
 
Harris 

 Partially related to Option 3c by focussing growth near 
existing infrastructure. 

We have received sites east of the River Seven and 
are being considered as part of the Strategic Housing 
and Employment Availability Assessment. They are 
being assessed for the suitability to accommodate 
growth and may be used to facilitate towards the 
preferred options stage of the SWDP review. 

1168 Mr 
 
Jonathan 
 
Prior 

Chairman 
 
Earls Croome 
Parish Council 

New growth should be facilitated around Worcester 
Parkway Station 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1172 Mr 
 
Simon 
 
Scott 

 Objection to development of land accessible from Old 
Road South and Squires Walk, Kempsey (CFS0124b): 
development may negatively impact upon the historic 
core and character of the Village; the development 
would impact upon the listed St Mary’s Church; close to 
a conservation area; next to green belt that is an area 
with rare species; the area is flood risk; Kempsey needs 
no more development; there is also evidence of a Saxon 
settlement nearby that should not be disturbed. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

1180 Mr 
 
Steve 
 
Davies 

 Malvern, generally, seems to have a large quantity of 
people who work outside of Malvern e.g. 
Worcester/Birmingham. Therefore I think we should try 
and keep Malvern as a 'small' town to maintain it's 
appeal. There are vast areas around Worcester that 
would better suit housing allocations due to the better 

Comments are noted. 
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transport networks. 

1012 Mrs 
 
Christina 
 
Carkeek 

 Objection to development of site CFS0860 due to it 
being an area that regularly floods and would be 
therefore unsuitable for development. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1013 Annette 
 
Crouchman 

 Give serious consideration to a purpose built new town 
with proper infrastructure of schools, transport, GP 
surgeries, recreation etc. The recent piecemeal 
developments especially in places like Pershore and 
Drakes Broughton have been chaotic and have not 
taken proper account of existing lack of resources let 
alone how those resources will cope with additional 
demands. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1047 Mr 
 
J H 
 
Fidler 

 Objection to development along Guarlford Road: due to 
any development having a harmful impact on the 
landscape quality and approach to Malvern Town. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1048 Mrs 
 
Margaret 
 
Mack-Smith 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: The site is used 
extensively for recreation and commuting. The site is of 
agricultural value; it could be used in promoting tourism 
with its relevance to the Civil War. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1055 Neil 
 
Hickling 

 Option B, C and D are supported. Noted. 

1155 Mr  Objection to development of land along Guarlford Road: The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
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Steve 
 
Davies 

any development would detract from one of the most 
attractive approaches to Malvern. The speed of the road 
means that any extra junctions would also lead to an 
increase of accidents. 

specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2626 Barbara 
 
Tindell 

 Objection to development of land off Evendine Close: 

 Due to extensive recreational and social use of 
the site 

 May set a precedent for neighbouring plots of 
land 

 Need to protect biodiversity in the site and in 
nearby fields 

 Battenhall Road is a 1 mile long cul-de-sac. 
Roads that access this cul-de-sac (e.g. Sebright 
Avenue) already struggle with existing 
congestion. 

 Lack of infrastructure on Battenhall Road to 
support existing and new houses (Schools are at 
capacity/ no shops, doctors, dentists). 

The ‘green lung’ in Southern Worcester has been 
reduced by the development of St Peters, there should 
be no more reduction in the ‘green lung’. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2719 Craig 
 
Muncaster 

 Option 3b should be pursued. Given the number of 
housing units needed and the limited sites available, 
especially in Worcester City, new settlement/garden 
villages would make a significant contribution. Sites 
around the new Worcestershire Parkway railway station 
at Norton could be a good location. The target 
allocation of housing to Worcester City must be 

Comments are noted. 
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significantly reduced. 

Option 3c and 3d are also supported. 

Option 3e is NOT supported. 

1989 Mr 
 
Simon 
 
Tennant 

 Objection to development on parcel of land adjacent to 
Monsell Lane, Upton upon Severn: due to highway 
visibility issues; site is the habit for endangered 
Barbastelle bats; development would impact the 8 listed 
properties in the nearby vicinity; response concludes 
that the land should be removed from the SWDP. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3257 Jane 
 
Hennell 

Area Planner 
South 
 
Canal & River 
Trust 

Where should the new housing growth be located A is 
preferred, with a focus on the main urban areas and 
regeneration and renewal, before green field releases. 
Green Belt development should be resisted until all 
other options have been exhausted. In order to secure 
sustainable development, the reuse of previously 
developed land should be a priority, in line with the 
focus of the NPPF. 

Comments are noted. 

2131 Hallam Land 
Managemen
t 
 
unknown 

c/o David 
Lock 
Associates 
 
Hallam Land 
Management 
Ltd 

Sets out a detailed analysis of each option and promotes 
a site at Kempsey for development. 

Provide a summary as follows: 

It is demonstrable that there is a strong case to support 
a deviation from the development strategy within the 
SWDP, albeit this is limited to a reduction in growth at 
Worcester City. The SA does not however identify a 
significant difference between development options at 
this stage and fundamentally it does not identify any 

Comments are noted.  Site specific comments will be 
taken into account in the Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment and the allocations process 
where relevant. 
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potential significant adverse impacts, having regard to 
paragraph 32 of the NPPF. 

Given the high level nature of the SA, we consider that it 
scores certain options worse than would be the case 
following a more detailed consideration of specific 
development proposals. For example, we consider that 
allocating growth a Kempsey, one of the most 
sustainable Category 1 Villages in South Worcestershire, 
would score more favourably that currently identified 
by the SA. 

3050 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Childswickha
m Parish 
Council 

We would also prefer a greater proportion of growth in 
Worcester and in towns. 

Villages should be limited to local needs. 

Noted. 

2512 Mrs 
 
C 
 
Shinner 

Clerk 
 
North Claines 
Parish Council 

New housing growth should be in sustainable locations 
where there is sufficient infrastructure and utilities 
capacity to meet the additional need generated from 
the development and where the scale, size and design 
of the new development is appropriate to the size of the 
existing settlement.  There may be an opportunity for 
looking at the provision of a new settlement within the 
South Worcestershire area which is linked to sustainable 
transport networks such as at Worcester Parkway Rail 
Station. 

In relation to North Claines parish the Green Belt is 
important in protecting the southern, eastern and north 
eastern fringes of Fernhill Heath from being subsumed 

Comments are noted. 
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into the City of Worcester. The countryside in these 
locations is considered to make a significant 
contribution to the purposes of Green Belt. It is 
therefore considered there are no Green Belt locations 
appropriate for housing growth. In addition, the land to 
north of Fernhill Heath between it and Lower Town is 
considered important to be retained as open 
countryside to separate and protect the characteristics 
of these two settlements. This land should be identified 
as a local green gap within the SWDPR. The land 
between the north of Worcester (the Worcester North 
Extension within the current SWDP) and Bevere/ 
Hawford is also considered important to be retained as 
open countryside to separate and protect the 
characteristics of these two settlements. This land 
should be identified as a local green gap within the 
SWDPR. 

1730 Mr 
 
Mark 
 
Snow 

 I would not like to see further building on the Green Belt 
with the result that North Worcester and Fernhill Heath 
would become one. My preferred location would be in 
the towns where the best public transport and 
employment links exist. 

Comments are noted. 

2421 Mr 
 
Dean 
 
Clarke 

 I would favour B, with excess housing requirement 
spread more proportionally across all communities 

Noted. 

2812 Mr 
 

 Profoundly object to Claines greenbelt being under 
threat from potential planning, particularly areas S10, 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
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Dave 
 
Walker 

S11 and S12 we have just had 200 houses built on our 
doorstep, when will the green belt be left alone? The 
Green belt must be protected to stop North Worcester 
merging with Fernhill Heath. 

Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3437 Greg 
 
Collings 

Fisher 
German LLP 

Quotes NPPF and NPPG and states that a combination 
of all of the above Options is considered most 
appropriate to deliver a sustainable approach to 
housing needs across south Worcestershire. 

Comments are noted. 

3317 Mr 
 
Jason 
 
Whittall 

 I fully support Option 3b - Given the number of housing 
units needed and the limited sites available, especially 
in Worcester City, new settlement/garden villages 
would make a significant contribution. Sites around the 
new Worcestershire Parkway railway station at Norton 
would be a good location. The target allocation of 
housing to Worcester City must be significantly reduced 
to reflect such developments elsewhere in Wychavon 
and Malvern Hills districts.” 

Additionally, also 3c and 3e are supported to allow 
existing towns and villages to be expanded. As 
Worcester is a City, I strongly object to 1a and 1e. 
Locations could be a mid points between existing 
established towns such as between Evesham and 
Pershore, or between St Johns and Malvern, given that 
infrastructure investment is taking place to improve 
links to Malvern, or as suggested above near Norton 
Parkway, extending towards Pershore. 

Comments are noted. 

2641 Mrs 
 

 Concentrate on development on brownfield sites. The 
idea of creating new settlements, for example, on 

Comments are noted.  Neighbourhood Plans will be 
taken into consideration in the preparation of the 
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Alison 
 
Skipper 

disused airfields, is a good one, as these brownfield sites 
are flat, should have good access and it would be 
possible to provide the infrastructure from the outset. 
More vulnerable areas would be protected. 

The current policy of filling in empty spaces in existing 
towns and villages is not the only option; a new 
settlement on brownfield land could ensure appropriate 
infrastructure from the outset and reduce the impact of 
development on the local area. The would not add to 
the current traffic problems in areas such as around the 
Guarlford Road / Chance Lane "Gateway" to Malvern. 

Planners should take note of the Malvern Town 
Council's Neighbourhood Visual Area Study which has 
identified areas of Malvern that should be protected. 

SWDP Review. 

2350 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Kemerton 
Parish Council 

We would prefer a combination of a. to a limited extent 
and b. at Worcester Parkway. We would also prefer a 
greater proportion of growth in Worcester (e.) if that 
can be achieved by intensification and in the towns (d.). 
Again we consider that the growth in villages should be 
limited to local needs. 

Comments are noted. 

2593 Rosamund 
 
Worrall 

Historic 
Environment 
Planning 
Adviser 
 
Historic 
England 

In relation to any proposed site allocations we 
recommend that the methodology set out in Historic 
Environment Advice Note 3: The Historic Environment 
and Site Allocations in Local Plans is applied to any site 
assessment work: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/publications/historic-environment-and-site-
allocations-in-local-plans/ . 

Noted.  This document will be considered in 
preparing the Historic Environment Topic Paper. 
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1247 Mr 
 
Derrick 
 
Watt 

 The idea of a new settlement has great merit so long as 
sufficient infrastructure was provided – it could be 
almost self-contained for everyday living. Obviously 
transport connections will be vital.  One benefit of this 
idea would be to much reduce the requirement for 
additional housing elsewhere. 

One concern of mine is the need to retain green buffers 
around Pershore. It is essential that the woodland is 
retained to provide a recreational amenity and also to 
continue the carbon capture element of the trees. 

Comments are noted. 

2805 Mr 
 
Stephen 
 
Hyde 

 Supports option B. The ideal location would be 
Throckmorton Airfield. It already has reasonable with A 
roads and whilst there is contamination in a small part 
of the site, the vast area could be utilised for a 
significant mixed development as ‘Poundbury’ type 
environment project which would profile Wychavon and 
the counties vision for the future. 

Accept that certain smaller settlements and villages 
need to be allowed to grow to serve local needs i.e. self 
build, affordable (not volume builder). 

Comments are noted. 

2045 Mr 
 
Tom 
 
Hughes 

 Raises concern about the number of houses being built, 
particularly in Droitwich, and the resultant loos of 
countryside and views, increase in traffic and strains on 
services and facilities as well as the impact on wildlife. 

Suggests that areas designated as AONB remain as that 
with country views, wildlife and heritage. 

Comments are noted. 
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3542 Mr 
 
David 
 
Harrison 

 Option A – this will work out as overdevelopment of 
some areas. 

Option B – new settlements/garden villages could be 
incorporated and would need to be carefully planned 
for access and facilities. I am not the expert to 
determine where these are to be located but they could 
be available to accommodate 5000+ houses each. 

Option C – some smaller villages definitely need growth 
and this is not only villages with settlement boundaries, 
but also hamlets with no settlement boundaries where 
at present SWDP policy 2 refuses development outside a 
settlement boundary. 

Option E – Worcester city has stated that it wishes to 
redevelop the area around Shrub Hill. “Redevelopment 
of canal side, Riverside, and city heart would be 
included” This would take according to the Worcester 
News report attached – over 8000 extra jobs and 3000 
extra properties. 

Option F – I am always dubious about attacking areas 
that have been designated not to be developed. This 
includes the green belt just north of Worcester and also 
various significant gaps around the district. These are 
put there for a specific reason – usually to stop the 
coalition of two built-up areas and this must be 
respected. 

Comments are noted. 

1731 Mr 
 

 Objection to development at Netherwood Lane, Crowle: 
due to the poor access on a small lane and then on a 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
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Stuart 
 
Dickenson 

drive attached to an existing house. Would have a 
harmful impact on a nearby communal pond; backs on 
to existing gardens. Crowle as a whole could not cope 
with even more housing, due to it being a small village 
with poor public transport links. 

Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1881 Martin and 
Nicky 
 
Parry 

 Duplicate entry Duplicate entry 

1884 Martin and 
Nicky 
 
Parry 

 Option 3c, 3d supported NOT 3e. Noted. 

1188 Daniel 
 
Harding 

 Option 3b is definitely the preferred. As mentioned 
previously there is VERY limited space in the Worcester 
City area and therefore new settlements or garden 
villages would seem a sensible option. 

Option 3c is supported. 

Option 3d is supported. 

Option 3e is NOT supported under any circumstances. 

Comments are noted. 

1373 Mark 
 
Smith 

 Option 3C supported - especially concentrated around 
Worcester Parkway. 

Option 3E is not supported. 

Noted. We have received a number of site 
surrounding Worcester Parkway and are being 
considered within the Strategic Housing and 
Employment Land Availability Assessment and will be 
used to support the preferred options stage of the 
SWDP review. 
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2738 Mr 
 
David 
 
Clark 

 Objection to development of land at Green lane, 
Naunton: lack of public transport provision, including 
rail for commuters, meaning that people are reliant on 
cars. There is also no safe crossing point on the A38. 
Local road infrastructure is poor and would not facilitate 
housing development. The site is currently outside the 
development plan boundary. There is a lack of local 
amenities, and poor broadband services. 

A large urban extension or rail station focused 
development would be favourable. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2031 Emily 
 
Shaw 

 Option 3b should be robustly followed due to the 
number of housing units needed and the limited sites 
available, especially in Worcester City. New 
settlement/garden villages would make a significant 
contribution suitable location would include sites 
around the new Worcestershire Parkway railway station 
at Norton. The target allocation of housing to Worcester 
City must be significantly reduced to reflect such 
developments elsewhere in Wychavon and Malvern 
Hills districts. 

Comments are noted. 

3300 Mr 
 
Jason 
 
Whittall 

 fully support Option 3b - Given the number of housing 
units needed and the limited sites available, especially in 
Worcester City, new settlement/garden villages would 
make a significant contribution. Sites around the new 
Worcestershire Parkway railway station at Norton 
would be a good location. The target allocation of 
housing to Worcester City must be significantly reduced 
to reflect such developments elsewhere in Wychavon 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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and Malvern Hills districts.” 

Additionally, also 3c and 3e are supported to allow 
existing towns and villages to be expanded. As 
Worcester is a City, I strongly object to 1a and 1e. 
Locations could be a mid points between existing 
established towns such as between Evesham and 
Pershore, or between St Johns and Malvern, given that 
infrastructure investment is taking place to improve links 
to Malvern, or as suggested above near Norton 
Parkway, extending towards Pershore. 

2266 Jacqui 
 
Barker 

Clerk 
 
Leigh and 
Bransford 
Parish Council 

i) b)New settlements/ garden village could supply a 
significant proportion of new housing. They could be 
appropriately designed with a communal feel and with 
good green spaces. With sufficient new housing in one 
location it would be hoped that additional new public 
transport routes, cycle ways etc., could be provided in a 
properly planned manner. Areas close to the new 
Parkway Worcester Station, also close to M5 motorway 
should be developed further. 

ii) c) villages. Many villages in the district have already 
been spoiled by large, bolted-on developments even 
though many have lost some, or all, of what little public 
transport they had. The Village Facilities and Rural 
Transport Methodology takes inadequate account of 
public transport for commuting, and over-emphasises 
existing facilities. Most new village developments 
commuterise and urbanise the communities to which 
they are attached. Even though developments are large 
in proportion to existing settlements they are not 
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sufficiently large to generate adequate public transport. 
Village growth should be organic and locally led. 

iii) d) There is obvious merit in greater growth in towns, 
with access to leisure facilities, shopping, schools, 
employment and public transport. 

3099 Jo 
 
Hall 

South 
Worcestershir
e Clinical 
Commissionin
g Group 

The building of additional houses will result in more 
patients needing to be able to register with a general 
practice. In order to accommodate large numbers of 
additional patients, there would need to be the 
provision of additional GP infrastructure, e.g. additional 
consulting rooms, car parking, etc., through extension or 
internal modification of existing premises, or the 
development of completely new premises if there is 
insufficient capacity at existing surgeries. 

The preferred options for housing developments would 
be those around existing settlements, urban extensions 
or new settlements of a sufficient scale to support the 
development of new practice premises or extensions to 
existing premises where this is possible, rather than 
dispersed developments which would be harder to cater 
for. Alternatively, co-location with other services in a 
multi-functional hub would provide opportunities for 
working in new ways with new partners. 

The CCG is grateful to have been given the opportunity 
to comment at this early stage of the review, and looks 
forward to continue working with the District Councils 
throughout the review process. 

Comments are noted. An Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
will be prepared to inform the SWDP Review and the 
CCG will be invited to engage with this process. 
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2703 MR 
 
David 
 
Drury 

 Objection to development in Naunton: 

 Drainage problems , flooding. 
 No infrastructure 
 Single track road 
 No shops 
 No lighting 
 No bus service 
 Not within walking distance of schools , shops 
 Plans to build more than 12 percent of village in 

a field that floods. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

2709 MRS 
 
Anita 
 
Drury 

 Objection to development in Naunton: 

 Drainage problems , flooding. 
 No infrastructure 
 Single track road 
 No shops 
 No lighting 
 No bus service 
 Not within walking distance of schools , shops 
 Plans to build more than 12 percent of village in 

a field that floods. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3179 Neil 
 
Pearce 

Avon Planning 
Services Ltd 

Growth should be concentrated around Worcester, 
preferably to the east where there are strong links to 
existing transport corridors and interchanges, the towns 
and the villages as per the current SWDP. Growth 
should continue to be proportionate based on the size 
of the settlement and the facilities which are available. 

Comments are noted. 
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Regard should be given to the availability of services in 
neighbouring villages and towns including villages which 
are out of district. 

3392 Mr 
 
Paul 
 
Whitehead 

 Since the (SHELAA) sites are presently purely 
hypothetical it is not possible to comment on them in 
any detail and with that in mind I make the following 
observations: 

1. a) CF5032 etc. Tiddesley Wood area of 
Pershore. If this represents built development 
there will be cogent reasons for in-depth 
scrutiny in relation to the SSSI boundary and 
zones of asserting which form ecological buffers. 
Built development abutting or even anywhere 
near the SSSI boundary it will impact on the 
wood and significantly contribute to landscape 
fragmentation, localised climatic desiccation and 
a reduction of biological connectivity. 

2. b) CF50865 Little Comberton. This site has a 
recent previous history in the planning process 
with an outcome settled. It will need to be 
clarified whether SHELAA is able to revisit sites 
with a recent history in the planning process. For 
SHELAA the map wording is clear: “These sites 
have not yet been assessed”. 

3. c) CF5031 et seq. Hinton-on-the-Green. No 
doubt this proposal should it transpire will be 
scrutinised in detail and at length by many. It has 
the potential to impact on the biology of the 
hyper-sensitive Bredon Hill site and the Cotswold 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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A.O.N.B. 

3707 Victoria 
 
Portch 

Clerk 
 
Ripple Parish 
Council 

Ripple Parish Council (RPC) consider that a balance 
needs to be struck between not only providing new 
homes for first time buyers but also older persons, 
(generally single occupancy properties) who wish to stay 
in our parish but need to down size. 

Parishes such as ours may lend themselves to self build 
housing, as invariably single land plots may become 
available and integrate favourably into the 
environment. Unfortunately planning policy does not 
appear to support this, as target setting to achieve 
maximum number of properties per plot, invariably 
favours large property developers building the 
maximum number of properties on easily developed 
open field sites. There is also the incentive for planners 
to select sites of substantial development to achieve 
targets. 

Whilst you are asking for additional sites, a review of 
sites currently allocated and approved under the 
present SWDP is required. 

In Ripple Parish an allocated and previously approved 
site remains undeveloped - (The Tingdene marina 
project, currently expired but is open to re approval), 
despite being actively marketed for over 3 years. The 
site is not the easiest to develop. It is entirely 
inappropriate that new local sites should be sought and 
allocated simply because developers consider an 

Comments are noted.  The call for was open to both 
brownfield and greenfield sites 
submissions.  However, it is acknowledged that there 
is not a sufficient supply of brownfield sites to 
accommodate all of the development required. 

The assumption is that the majority of the current 
allocations will continue - these will only be removed 
where it can no longer be demonstrated that they 
are deliverable.  However, the increasing annual 
housing requirement and the fact that the SWDP 
Review covers an additional 10 year period means 
that sites need to be allocated to meet the 
requirement for approximately 14,000 additional 
dwellings. 
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existing site is too costly to develop. 

Prior to allocating new sites our Town’s housing stock 
needs reviewing. Upton upon Severn shops invariably 
retains flats on second and third floors which are often 
left empty. Where absentee landlords leave housing 
stock empty they should encouraged letting, with the 
Empty Property Council Tax charges set to encourage re 
occupation. 

The revised SWDP maps should initially identify 
“brownfield” sites that have been put forward for 
development and they should take priority for inclusion 
over “green” sites 

Has there been a specific call for “Brownfield” sites. If 
not, why not? 

High speed fibre broadband is now an essential 
requirement for households, so no new developments 
should take place where such provision is not met. 

2894 Schroders Schroders UK 
Property Fund 

In favour of option A. Noted. 

1335 Mr 
 
Malcolm 
 
Pink 

 Support Option 3c - A greater proportion of growth 
generally in the villages. 

Allowing appropriate housing and employment 
development in the villages of the SWDP area provides a 
tremendous opportunity to improve connectivity, social 
mobility and economic prosperity of the rural areas in 

Comments are noted. 
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the south of the County. Allocating sites for housing in 
or on the edge of existing villages, can help deliver, 
through cross-subsidy, local infrastructure projects. For 
example, local infrastructure funding which is used to 
improve transport links, subsidise bus services, 
contribute to the provision of fast broadband 
infrastructure which can be used to encourage small 
business start-ups as well as providing mixed tenure 
low-cost housing for local people. 

3485 Mrs 
 
Sharon 
 
Baxter 

Clerk 
 
Rushwick 
Parish Council 

Suggests that brownfield sites should be used first as 
they are within existing urban settings.  Villages should 
not be used to accommodate the housing needs of large 
towns and cities, they should only accommodate their 
own growth needs.  Raises concerns over the 
infrastructure available in villages to support 
development and improvements having a detrimental 
impact on rural areas. 

Suggests sites with permission should be built out 
before new sites are identified. 

Suggests that green space, green belt, development 
boundaries and significant gaps need more protection. 

Suggests that further development in Rushwick would 
be detrimental. 

Strongly supports the development of new towns where 
facilities and employment can be provided.  Also 
supports development near railway hubs such as 
Norton. 

Comments are noted however, it is already 
acknowledged that there is not a sufficient supply of 
brownfield sites to accommodate all of the 
development required. 

Existing permissions and allocations will be assessed 
to ensure they are still deliverable and developable, 
where this is the case, they will be included within 
the plan. 
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1200 Mr 
 
Mike 
 
Edwards 

 Objection to development on Hayslan Fields: supports 
the Pickersleigh residents group in their demand that it 
must maintain a “Green Neighbourhood Open Space”. 
The site is unique and publicly valued. It is also rich in 
wildlife. The sites at Newland and the 90 units adjacent 
to Hayslan Field should alleviate the need for 
development, on sites that are also more accessible. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

1329 Mr 
 
Jeremy 
 
Saunders 

 Support Option 3c - A greater proportion of growth 
generally in the villages. 

Allowing appropriate housing and employment 
development in the villages of the SWDP area provides a 
tremendous opportunity to improve connectivity, social 
mobility and economic prosperity of the rural areas in 
the south of the County. Allocating sites for housing in 
or on the edge of existing villages, can help deliver, 
through cross-subsidy, local infrastructure projects. 

Comments are noted. 

1252 Michael 
 
Ganner 

 Objection to development on land off Moseley Road 
and Oakleigh Heath: the site is outside the settlement 
boundary 

Objection to site south of Hallow Church: the 
development would obscure the view of and the 
heritage setting of the Church. 

Sites south of Hallow lie within the strategic gap, and it 
is important to keep Hallow distinct from Worcester 
City. Traffic is already a severe problem with tailbacks 
extending all the way to the Worcester City bridge in 
peak times, it is also used as a cut through to the M5. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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1253 Michael 
 
Amies 

Chairman 
 
Pershore 
Town Plan 
Steering 
Group 

Whatever plan for housing or other development is 
finally agreed, the associated infrastructure 
developments must be clearly defined and, wherever 
possible, completed before the housing or other 
construction begins. 

The increasing number of aged and otherwise disabled 
people should be taken into account in the 
requirements placed upon domestic developments. 
There is a requirement, I believe, on affordable housing, 
but this should be applied to all new builds. 

Comments are noted. An Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
will be prepared to set out the infrastructure 
required to support the delivery of the Plan.  Where 
appropriate planning conditions and Section 106 
agreements will be used to secure the appropriate 
infrastructure from developers at the time it is 
required. 

The exact type of housing required will be considered 
in the Strategic Housing Market Assessment and this 
will inform policy. 

1375 Mark 
 
Smith 

 Option 2c would possibly free a large number of smaller 
development opportunities, subject to local 
consultation 

Option 2d strongly NOT supported 

Comments are noted. 

1376 Mark 
 
Smith 

 Option 3 should be pursued. The target allocation of 
housing to Worcester City should be reduced to reflect 
opportunities for developments elsewhere such as 
adjacent to Worcester Parkway station. 

Comments are noted. 

1288 Rebecca 
 
Mitchell 

Planning 
Director 
 
Barwood 
Development 
Securities Ltd 

Option 3A Noted. 

1624 Ms 
 
Sarah 

 Blank Response Blank Response. 
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Rouse 

1342 Mr 
 
A 
 
Smith 

Custom Land 
Limited 

New housing growth should not include a new 
settlement/garden village (Option (b)).  The failure to 
deliver the urban extensions at South and West 
Worcester in a timely manner demonstrates that 
seeking to deliver a new settlement/garden village 
would not be a realistic option for South 
Worcestershire.  Further, identifying another urban 
extension at Worcester is equally not a viable option 
given the current track record of failure for the delays 
and difficulties of the current urban extensions (Option 
(e)).  The focus should be on making these sites work 
not being side tracked by new urban extensions. 

Preference should be given to accommodating housing 
growth at the settlements already identified for growth 
in the Development Plan (Option (a)).  However, it is 
inevitable that more housing will have to be directed at 
villages (Option (c)) than previously because of the 
inability for Worcester to accommodate a higher level of 
growth due to the urban extensions not having started 
delivering new homes as originally.  The focus should be 
on making these sites work not being side tracked by 
new urban extensions. 

In sequential terms, there are sites out with the Green 
Belt which should be considered first (Option (f)) and 
these sites should be preferred as stated in the National 
Planning Policy Framework, including at other 
settlements. 

Comments are noted. 
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2932 Cllr 
 
Steve 
 
Mackay 

 New settlement Villages (b) as previously suggested 
would be the best way forward with sufficient 
infrastructure to make those locations as self sufficient 
as possible. I would not support 3(e) as again 
Worcester’s reserves of land are anything but infinite. 

Comments are noted. 

1386 Ms 
 
Kate 
 
Andrew 

Councillor 
 
Abberley 
Parish Council 

In line with its response to option 1, Abberley Parish 
Council considers that: 

 Options 3a and 3c are not appropriate, as either 
a continuation of the adopted SWDP strategy or 
directing a greater proportion of growth to the 
villages will not deliver sustainable transport 
objectives. The Parish Council is also concerned 
that either option would see increasingly 
unsuitable sites on the edge of villages being 
proposed and allocated for housing 
development, when more suitable and 
sustainable options are available in and around 
Worcester and the larger towns.  This is 
particularly a risk with option 3c; 

 In accommodating additional housing growth to 
2041, options 3d and 3e taken together offer the 
best means of delivering sustainable 
development by making the most effective use 
of existing and proposed investment in transport 
and other infrastructure, maximising 
regeneration opportunities, and supporting 
existing city and town centres. 

The existing SWDP strategy should therefore be revised 
accordingly taking account of the priority which should 

Comments are noted. 
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also be given to rail-focussed development. 

2638 Mr 
 
Victor 
 
Vaughan 

 Raises concern about current development plans to the 
West of Worcester and the pressure that this will put on 
the roads including the Holt Health bridge. Suggests that 
large scale development should only be proposed where 
people can get to work and entertainment without 
damaging the environment.  There needs to be more 
trains and buses and less reliance on cars. 

Comments are noted 

2700 MR 
 
David 
 
Drury 

 1. agree 
2. disagree 
3. disagree, no infrastructure 
4. agree 
5. agree 
6. No in green belt 

Your principals state 
 
“ safe guard the open countryside “ 
 
“ maintain the openness of the green belt” 
 
“protect and enhance SWorc unique natural habitat “ 
 
“safe guard and enhance green infrastructure “ 

Do not want new towns as this will kill off trade to 
existing shops. 

Comments are noted. 

2706 MRS 
 

 1. agree 
2. disagree 

Comments a re noted. 
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Anita 
 
Drury 

3. disagree , no infrastructure 
4. agree 
5. agree 
6. No in green belt 

Your principals state 
 
“ safe guard the open countryside “ 
 
“ maintain the openness of the green belt” 
 
“protect and enhance SWorc unique natural habitat “ 
 
“safe guard and enhance green infrastructure “ 

Do not want new towns as this will kill off trade to 
existing shops. 

1246 Mr 
 
Duncan 
 
Cameron 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: The site at 
present attractive views that is impressive to visitors, 
having a positive impact economically with people 
returning/attracting new investment. The sites 
contribute to the unique nature of Worcester as a City. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1431 Mrs 
 
Helen 
Veronica 
 
Silber 

 I believe the new housing growth should be located: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

I agree with: 

Comments are noted. 
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e. A greater proportion of growth at Worcester (e.g. to 
the North of the city). 

I do NOT believe it is appropriate to locate new housing 
growth: 

b. At a new settlement(s)/garden village(s). 

f. In the Green Belt 

I would NOT like to see: 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

1337 Mr 
 
Malcolm 
 
Pink 

 Support for Option 3b (a new settlement(s)/garden 
village(s)): The significant housing numbers that will 
need to be provided in the SWDP area, over the plan 
period, point towards the positive allocation of at least 
one new settlement preferably designed on the 
principles of a new garden town or garden village. 
Choice of a sustainable location is important and this 
should include proximity to an existing railway station or 
include the provision of a new station. One suggested 
location is to the south of Worcester Parkway Station on 
land between the B4084 and the line of the existing 
railway, to the west of Stoulton village. There is 
sufficient land for 5000 plus homes and the landowners 
have indicated their support for its promotion. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1828 Mrs 
 

Town Clerk 
 

In sustainable locations where there is sufficient 
infrastructure and utilities capacity to meet the 

Comments are noted. 
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Linda 
 
Blake 

Malvern Town 
Council 

additional need generated from the development and 
where the scale, size and design of the new 
development is appropriate to the size of the existing 
settlement. As stated above there may be an 
opportunity for looking at the provision of a new 
settlement within the South Worcestershire area which 
is linked to sustainable transport networks such as at 
Worcester Parkway Rail Station. 

1546 Ms 
 
Stephanie 
 
Ferry 

 Blank Response. Blank Response. 

2764 Dr & Mrs 
 
Andrew & 
Lucie 
 
Epstein 

 Objection to development between Hillview Drive and 
St Gabriel’s Church: the site at present is valuable in 
terms of agriculture; development on the site would 
change the outlook from the respondents house, as well 
as lighting. Lack of infrastructure to cope wit further 
development, congestion would also be worsened. The 
daily flight path of local bats would be interrupted by 
this development. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1947 Mr 
 
George 
 
Glaze 

 Current SWDP strategy is stretching infrastructure and 
services to breaking point, increase in housing 
development should be met by increased infrastructure 
perhaps by reinforcing the existing facilities. Given 
recent changes, enily rural transport reductions, there 
may now be a case for reassessing village categories. 
Worcestershire is a rural county and building in the 
green belt should be a last resort. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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2667 Mr 
 
David 
 
Meredith 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: The site is used 
extensively for recreation and commuting. As a well 
established Green Network, this should be protected. 
Development would also impact on the listed buildings 
and their historic setting. Development would damage 
the reputation of Worcester as a ‘City in the 
Countryside’. Cites 11 NPPF principles that supports the 
designation of the site as a Local Green Space. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1324 Mr 
 
Ian 
 
Rodenhurst 

 Support Option 3c - A greater proportion of growth 
generally in the villages. 

Allowing appropriate housing and employment 
development in the villages of the SWDP area provides a 
tremendous opportunity to improve connectivity, social 
mobility and economic prosperity of the rural areas in 
the south of the County. Allocating sites for housing in 
or on the edge of existing villages, can help deliver, 
through cross-subsidy, local infrastructure projects. 

Comments are noted. 

1326 Mr 
 
Ian 
 
Rodenhurst 

 Support Option 3b. The significant housing numbers 
that will need to be provided in the SWDP area, over the 
plan period, point towards the positive allocation of at 
least one new settlement preferably designed on the 
principles of a new garden town or garden village. 
Choice of a sustainable location is important and this 
should include proximity to an existing railway station or 
include the provision of a new station. One suggested 
location is to the south of Worcester Parkway Station on 
land between the B4084 and the line of the existing 
railway, to the west of Stoulton village. There is 

Comments are noted. 
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sufficient land for 5000 plus homes and the landowners 
have indicated their support for its promotion. 

1707 Mr 
 
Alan 
 
Tidy 

 Option 3b should be given the highest consideration as 
this would ensure that appropriate infrastructure was 
also provided. One location could be next to the M5 
where the Pershore to Upton road  crosses the 
motorway (i.e. Defford Airfield), , with the proviso that 
the long talked about Jc 7a would be provided. This 
would have additional benefits to the volume of traffic 
flows elsewhere in South Worcestershire (particularly 
the southern link road round Worcester). Consideration 
could also be given to Throckmorton Airfield. 

Option 3c and 3d are also supported in line with 
previous comments on development boundary reviews. 

Option 3e is not supported due to the chronic 
congestion already encountered within and around the 
city of Worcester even before the two existing planned 
Urban Extensions are built 

Comments are noted. 

1701 Mr 
 
Chris 
 
Hobbs 

 I strongly believe that new developments should NOT 
be made in the Green Belt. I recently moved to the new 
Bellway housing in Bevere and I can already understand 
the importance of protecting this beautiful and historic 
area (parcels S10, S11, S12). The Green Belt must be 
protected to prevent North Worcester simply merging 
with Fernhill Heath. There is a clear and important 
identity to the area of Bevere and Claines and this must 
be retained for future generations. I would favour 
option a, but definitely NOT option f... 

Comments are noted. 

P
age 77

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/1707.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/1701.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

1797 Mr 
 
Reuben 
 
Bellamy 

Planning 
Director 
 
Lone Star 
Land 

Option ‘a’ is supported. 

The continuation of the adopted SWDP strategy allows 
for growth at the main towns and ensuring that the 
needs of the rural areas and villages are 
met.  Importantly, it would allow for a range of options 
to meet growth needs, including the requirement to 
allocate small and medium sites as required by 
paragraph 68 of the revised NPPF.  Any consideration of 
a new settlement as part of a range of measures to 
meet future needs will need to incorporate realistic 
assumptions regarding the timing of 
delivery.  Accommodating development in the Green 
Belt can only be undertaken once it has been clearly 
demonstrated that all other reasonable options have 
been fully examined (paragraph 137 of the revised 
NPPF). 

Comments are noted. 

3556 Mr 
 
Phillip 
 
Aldridge 

 With regard to Ripple Parish, any development should 
be confined within the settlement boundaries defined in 
the current SWDP. 

Independent settlements within the parish should retain 
their distinct identities and not be merged by means of 
in-fill development. 

New rural settlement sites should not be allocated 
whilst, there is land already banked by developers, or 
approved sites awaiting development, in the same area 
- such as the proposed marina development outside of 
Upton Upon Severn where nothing has happened for 
three years! 

Comments are noted.  The SWDP review will include 
a review of the current development boundaries to 
ensure they are still appropriate. 

Sites with existing allocations or planning consents 
will be taken into account when calculating how 
much additional land is required to meet the 
development needs of south Worcestershire to 2041. 

P
age 78

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/1797.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3556.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

1780 Mr 
 
John 
 
Stack 

 Objection to further development of land in Abberley 
village: There have already been permission granted for 
3 sites as well as infill. There are some local amenities, 
but public transport provision is low, and the nearest 
secondary school is Martley, which is full. There are 
similar concerns relating to the nearest healthcare 
facility. Drainage struggles with existing run off, further 
development would likely extenuate these problems. 
Congestion is already an issue. The character and status 
of the Abberley Hills as an AONB must be protected. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1785 Mrs 
 
Rosemary 
Grace 
 
McCulloch 

 I feel that some areas, such as Malvern, could be spoiled 
by allowing fingers of development to creep out into the 
countryside. Sustainability is very important, such as 
good transport links, schools, doctors etc., as is the 
beauty of this part of the world, which attracts so much 
valuable tourism income. To me it would be much 
better to create a completely new settlement, building 
in the necessary transport links and sustainability, for 
example around the new Worcester Parkway railway 
station. 

Comments are noted. 

1409 Jonathan 
 
English 

 The green belt land between North Worcester and 
Fernhill Heath/Droitwich Spa must be maintained to 
ensure that the communities remain separate and 
distinguishable.  The negative effects of urban 
sprawl are well documented and must not be ignored. 

A Green Belt study has been commissioned and has 
been reported to be performing its purpose locally 
and regionally as part of the West Midlands Green 
Belt. Thus, the countryside is protected from sprawl 
and encroachment and the coalescence of urban 
areas and settlements is prevented. 

 

2633 Mr  Objection to development of sites CF50601 and The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
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Victor 
 
Vaughan 

CF50603 (Abberley): access would be unsuitable for a 
large development. Almost all prospective residents 
would be reliant on car usage. Local amenities are 
insufficient, plus the development would cause 
unknown flooding impacts; and would impact upon the 
character/wildlife in the village and nearby Abberley 
hills. 

specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1415 Mrs 
 
Gillian 
 
Crisp 

 In general housing should be concentrated east of the 
Severn to facilitate sustainability and access to 
infrastructure like hospitals, and to minimise commuting 
distances. 

Comments are noted. 

1804 Mr and Mrs 
 
Ross and 
Sarah 
 
Naulls 

 We agree to At Worcester, towns and villages (as per 
the adopted SWDP) and At a new settlement(s)/garden 
village(s). 

For instance the potential for a new settlement/garden 
village on the old Defford Airfield - brownfield site - this 
potential proposal for a large development on this 
brownfield site which could incorporate the housing 
number needs within south Worcestershire - any site of 
this nature would need to incorporate the necessary 
education/health services provisions whilst protecting 
the local high street/towns and incorporating travel 
without use of cars & have better/regular public 
transport links, i.e. cycle paths. Also would need to be 
sustainable. 

A greater proportion of growth at Worcester - around 
railways such as Worcestershire Parkway and transport 

Comments are noted. 
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infrastructure links reducing need for increased cars and 
use of more green travel. 

1867 Lioncourt 
Homes 

 Suggests current SWDP approach should continue and 
that it has led to a positive step change in delivery and a 
healthy land supply.  Focus on large scale extensions at 
Worcester has been less successful in the short term but 
could still deliver in the long term.  Suggests that growth 
around Worcester should have been supported by 
smaller sites in the wider Worcester area and that this 
should be the focus going forward. 

Suggests the approach at Malvern has not been 
successful and that further delivery is required in 
Malvern Hills District. 

Does not support a new settlement because of the 
challenges and risks to delivery.  SUEs need to complete 
before committing again to large singular locations for 
growth. 

Does not see a role for Green Belt release as there is a 
significant proportion of land which is not located in the 
Green Belt which can accommodate sustainable growth. 

Comments are noted. 

1502 Miss 
 
H 
 
Skate 

 Am opposed to new housing developments in our 
countryside, I believe in regeneration. 

Where houses are decided to be built, the impact to the 
environment should be a priority and their look should 
reflect the surrounding area. I have yet to see this 
achieved in our local area and it saddens me everyday. 

Comments are noted. 
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We have less mature trees, birds and wildlife since 
these developments. 

1521 Mr 
 
Alan 
 
Freer 

 Option D. Noted. 

1931 Mr 
 
Matthew 
 
Hayes 

Estates 
Development 
Manager 
 
FCC 
Environment 

The current adopted South Worcestershire 
Development Plan strategy is based on accommodating 
the majority of growth at Worcester and within the 
towns and larger villages. FCC consider that this 
development strategy needs to be revised and housing 
growth should be, as previously mentioned in Option 1, 
related to demand and land availability. This approach 
would ensure that housing growth is located in areas 
where there is a need, resulting in an accurate and 
appropriate development strategy across the plan area. 

Given that South Worcestershire is made up of the 
largely rural districts, the plan should provide the 
opportunity for development in the rural areas. Quotes 
Paragraph 77 and 78 of the NPPF. 

Paragraph 68 of the NPPF states that local authorities 
should support the development of windfall sites 
through their policies and thus it is considered that 
housing policies should state that the delivery of 
housing through windfall sites including affordable 
housing developments would also be supported. 

Comments are noted. The need for a range of sites to 
be allocated to deliver the housing number is 
acknowledged.  It is also recognised that appropriate 
windfall development can help to meet housing 
requirements. 
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1985 Mr 
 
Michael 
 
Newitt 

 Suggests that building close to Evesham or Pershore 
would exacerbate congestion and this is already at an 
unacceptable level, made worse by current housing 
development and increased shopping traffic in the 
towns. 

Comments are noted. Transport modelling will be 
undertaken to inform the site selection process. 

1998 Mrs 
 
Ann 
 
Williams 

 In respect of the release of Green Belt my concerns here 
are for Claines  S10, S11, S12. The area is part of 
Worcester City but has a unique setting of being like a 
village community. More housing in the areas indicated 
would have a detrimental effect on local services, the 
roads of both Cornmeadow Lane and Claines Lane are 
unsuitable for more traffic and struggle with commuting 
traffic already. By building homes as proposed Claines 
will merge into Fernhill Health thereby engulfing two 
unique areas. Cornmeadow Lane has a spring fed lake 
which creates an amazing mixture of wildlife both in and 
out of the water as well as a long standing fishing club 
providing exercise, sport and companionship to both 
the young and older residents of Claines and a right of 
way for walkers to enjoy the area. 

We have welcomed the nearby housing development of 
Cherry Orchard which has provided over 400 new 
houses and will soon see a new junior school built a 
short distance away on the Droitwich Road, which will 
meet the needs of the current families in the area and 
help both Claines and Northwick Junior Schools return 
to more manageable numbers. 

The release of the small areas suggested would have 
limited impacted on housing availability but a maximum 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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impact on the residents of Claines changing our small 
village for ever. 

2008 Mrs 
 
Susan 
 
Carpenter 

 Blank Response. Blank Response. 

2015 Wyre Forest 
District 
Council 

Wyre Forest 
District 
Council 

It is also noted that in the SWDPR call for sites maps 
there are several sites located within the village of 
Hartlebury. It is recognised that Hartlebury has a railway 
station, but development could still put additional 
pressure on the transportation and infrastructure within 
Stouport-on-Severn. The impact would need to be 
tested through transport modelling to inform the Local 
Plan. 

Comments are noted.  The SWDP Review will be 
informed by detailed transport modelling. 

1564 Mr 
 
Steven 
 
Sparrow 

 D. Town development preserves green open spaces 
whilst enhancing sustainability 

Preference for option 3d is noted. 

2025 Rod 
 
Pegler 

 Objection to development at Green Lane, Naunton - 8 
new dwellings - Naunton is a very small settlement of 
some 60+ dwellings. It has no shop, pub, doctors, school 
or public transport links. Furthermore, there are no 
obvious employment opportunities either. The area 
suffers from issues caused by surface water and 
drainage. 

Naunton has no 'cable' connection or mains gas. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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Broadband is poor and patchy due to old infrastructure. 
The nearest town with services is Upton upon Severn 
some 2.75 miles away that is only accessible by crossing 
the fast and dangerous A38 main road. 

The development proposed is not sustainable within the 
council's definition. The driver for this development 
seems rooted in a desire of a landowner wishing to 
make considerable money from agricultural land 
through unsustainable development. 

The council is required to deliver 14,000 new 
sustainable homes and, therefore, a development of 
just 8 dwellings will have no significant impact on the 
delivery of that target. 

2049 Mrs 
 
Anne 
 
Caulkin 

 The piece of land on Green Lane, Naunton (next to the 
Barn Fowlers Farm) is totally unsuitable for the 
development of 8 properties. Green Lane is much too 
narrow for additional traffic with very sharp blind 
bends. 

The question of drainage in the area is very important as 
it often floods. The sewers are not adequate, so a 
completely new drainage system would be required. 

The cable for internet to these properties would cost a 
prohibitive amount for such a small settlement. To add 
to this, 8 more houses would be beyond the capacity of 
the local transformer which has exploded three times 
already cutting the electricity to Naunton for 24 hours 

This is a site specific , non Issues and Options , 
representation/comment which will be taken into 
consideration when assessing the planning merits of 
all land submitted under the Call for Sites 
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each time. 

Naunton has no services, no buses, no school, no shop, 
no community centre. 

2058 Miss 
 
May 
 
Caulkin 

 Development should be directed to the major towns 
and Worcester where there is greater access to facilities 
and services. They should be located on previously 
developed or underused/vacant sites, taking advantage 
of transport hubs, reducing the need to travel. 

Comments are noted. 

2060 Miss 
 
May 
 
Caulkin 

 The piece of land at Green Lane, Naunton next for The 
Barn, Fowlers Farm is not suitable for the development 
of 8 houses. Green Lane is too narrow for additional 
traffic with blind bends. 

The area is subject to flooding and the existing drainage 
system is not adequate. A new system is needed. 

The cable for internet to these properties would cost a 
prohibitive amount for such a small settlement. To add 
to this, 8 more houses would be beyond the capacity of 
the local transformer which has exploded three times 
already cutting the electricity to Naunton for 24 hours 
each time. 

Naunton has no services, no buses, no school, no shop, 
no community centre. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2074 DC Rowbury 
and 
Daughters 

 Supports a combination of options 3a and 3d. 

Notes that Worcester West and Worcester South urban 
extensions will take a number of years to build out and 

Comments are noted.  The Issues and Options paper 
sets out the indicative level of growth to be delivered 
across the South Worcestershire area.  Further 
capacity work and further refinement of the housing 
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are not considered appropriate for further extension to 
meet needs to 2041.  Furthermore given Green Belt and 
landscape constraints there is limited scope to further 
extend Worcester. Therefore, growth should be 
directed towards the three main towns including 
Malvern. 

Joint planning approach is welcomed and it is 
recognised that Malvern and Wychavon will need to 
meet some of Worcester's need however the Issues and 
Options document does not set out how unmet need 
arising in Worcester will be met but Malvern should 
make a significant contribution. Suggests a range of sites 
are needed to ensure delivery is maintained. 

requirement needs to be undertaken before the 
SWCs can establish how much growth will be 
delivered in each authority. 

It is acknowledged that a range of sites will be 
required to ensure deliverability. 

1647 Mr 
 
Simon 
 
Rushall 

 3b: I support this. New settlement /garden villages 
would make a significant contribution to the number of 
houses needed. Sites in the immediate vicinity of the 
new Parkway station are an option, subject to earlier 
comments about the need to maintain separation 
between it and surrounding towns and cities in order to 
minimise the risk of traffic congestion. The target 
allocation of housing to Worcester City must be 
significantly reduced to reflect such developments 
elsewhere in Wychavon and Malvern Hills districts. 

3c: I support this option. 

3d: I support this option subject to earlier comments 
about the importance of maintaining sites of biological, 
historic and cultural importance. 

Comments are noted. 
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3e: I do not support this option. 

1573 Mr 
 
David 
 
Meredith 

 Option 3b should be vigorously pursued.  Given the 
number of housing units needed and the limited sites 
available, especially in Worcester City, new 
settlement/garden villages would make a significant 
contribution.  Sites around the new Worcestershire 
Parkway railway station at Norton would be a good 
location.  The target allocation of housing to Worcester 
City must be significantly reduced to reflect such 
developments elsewhere in Wychavon and Malvern 
Hills districts. 

Option 3c and 3d are also supported. 

Option 3e is NOT supported. 

Comments are noted. 

2062 Mr 
 
Edward 
 
Hingham 

 CFS0905 – East Side, Mill Lane, and Mill Lane itself 
already Floods. Displacement of water caused by 
development here will add to that expected from 
Development due to start West of Mill Lane. I am 
concerned because my property East of Mill Lane is 38-
40cm below level. 

This is a site specific , non Issues and Options , 
representation/comment which will be taken into 
consideration when assessing the planning merits of 
all land submitted under the Call for Sites 

2066 Mr 
 
Neil 
 
Davis 

 Concern about development of land off Evendine Close: 
poor access and flood plain concerns prevented 
development of a new pavilion previously, congestion is 
an issue relating to the growing High School. 

Objection to development of Middle Battenhall Farm: 
protection of ancient meadowland, scheduled ancient 
monuments and the green lung should be made certain. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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2092 Ms 
 
Anna 
 
Frankel 

 I do not want any more green belt land to be built on 
until or when a new settlement is prioritised over the 
current piecemeal encroachment. 

I favour a new settlement over piecemeal housing built 
round villages, particularly as the housing is not 
accompanied by the provision of public transport, 
schools, health centres or retail centres. 

Comments are noted. 

1653 Mrs 
 
Gina 
 
Meredith 

 Option 3b is strongly supported.  New 
settlements/garden villages would make a significant 
contribution to the housing need.  Sites around the new 
Worcestershire Parkway railway station at Norton 
would be a good location.  The allocation of housing to 
Worcester City must be significantly reduced to reflect 
such developments elsewhere in Wychavon and 
Malvern Hills districts. 

Option 3c and 3d are also supported. 

Option 3e is NOT supported 

Comments are noted. 

2686 Mrs 
 
Gina 
 
Meredith 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: The site is used 
extensively for recreation and commuting. As a well 
established Green Network, this should be protected. 
Development would also impact on the listed buildings 
and their historic setting. Development would damage 
the reputation of Worcester as a ‘City in the 
Countryside’. Cites 11 NPPF principles that supports the 
designation of the site as a Local Green Space. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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2199 Sarah 
 
Milward 

IM Land We consider that the SWDPR should allocate sufficient 
land in the first instance to meet 

SWDP’s identified housing need, and the wider regional 
need, with a sufficient buffer to provide flexibility, as set 
out in Paragraphs 23, 73 and 74 of the revised NPPF. 

As such, we consider that a combination of all options 
should be utilised with the specific issues relating to 
each option taken into account to ensure sufficient land 
is allocated for the required growth in sustainable 
locations. 

Specially, with regards to the Site, we consider Option F 
should be utilised to allow the release the of land in a 
sustainable location. The Site, which enjoys strong 
defensible boundaries, is located to the east of the M5 
corridor and south of the A38 in a suitable location for 
Green Belt release due to its existing transport links and 
existing infrastructure located within Wychbold Village 
that could be maximised and improved through the 
development of this Site. In line with Paragraph 138 of 
the revised NPPF, the sustainability of a Site and its 
accessibility to public transport will need to be 
considered. The provisions of Paragraph 137 must also 
be taken into account. The Green Belt Review, which 
can be seen at Appendix 8, sets out that the M5 and 
railway line form strong defensible boundaries. There 
would be no sense of the reduction in the distance 
between Wychbold and Droitwich Spa. 

Comments are noted. 

2231 B  Objection to development on Hayslan Fields: they The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
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Brookes 

should remain as dedicated green space and be 
regarded as such in the SDWP, due to the popularity of 
its recreational use and acting as a green corridor. 

specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1732 Sue 
 
Wain 

 Objection to development on Hayslan Fields: supports 
the Pickersleigh residents group in their demand that it 
must maintain a “Green Neighbourhood Open Space”. 
The site is unique and publicly valued. It is also rich in 
wildlife. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1738 Mr 
 
David 
 
Addison 

Director 
 
AddisonRees 
Planning 
Consultancy 
Ltd 

Option A and C. Noted. 

1912 Mr 
 
Duncan 
 
Andrews 

West Country 
Development
s Ltd 

c) is the most sustainable option Noted. 

3543 Mr 
 
Phillip 
 
Aldridge 

 Brownfield sites should always take preference over 
greenfield sites. Has there been a call for brownfield 
sites in the same way as the call for greenfield sites? 

With regard to Ripple Parish, any development should 
be confined within the settlement boundaries defined in 
the current SWDP. 

Independent settlements within the parish should be 

Comments are noted.  The call for sites covered both 
brownfield and greenfield sites. 
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retaining their distinct identities and not be merged by 
means of in-fill development. 

Potential development should be served by good road & 
public transport communications with a range of 
shopping facilities within easy walking or cycling 
distance and with ample school places and a medical 
centre close at hand. 

Recent significant housing development in Ripple and 
other areas surrounding the market town of Upton 
Upon Severn have failed to support and sustain local 
businesses in a way it was proposed they would. In fact, 
in recent months the town has lost its only bank, a 
garage, a baker, butcher and the Countrywide 
agricultural & general supplies store. Local bus services 
have been slashed with the buses serving Ripple Parish 
due to disappear completely. 

Continued small settlement sprawl, in Ripple, and other 
nearby rural settings, such as Welland and Kempsey, is 
seemingly doing nothing to aid the sustainability of 
existing small towns, such as Upton Upon Severn, whilst 
having a significant, negative environmental impact. 

New rural settlement sites should not be allocated 
whilst, there is land already banked by developers, or 
approved sites awaiting development, in the same area 
- such as the proposed marina development outside of 
Upton Upon Severn where nothing has happened for 
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three years! 

In my opinion it would be far more preferable to limit 
development to one or two self-contained new towns, 
built to a high, eco - friendly specification, and complete 
with their own transport and services infrastructure. 

1784 John 
 
Allchin 

 Objection to development in the area of Crowle: 
Developments close to the conservation would have an 
adverse impact on this, particularly with relevance to 
the site between Crowle and Crowle green. 

 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2487 Mr 
 
Andrew 
 
Medcalf 

 Support "c" Noted. 

2253 Kenneth 
Gordon 
 
Kingston 

 Suggests that incentives should be provided to use 
brownfield sites in Worcester before greenfield sites are 
developed.  Development should be allowed in villages 
which can develop sustainable communities. 

Development of a new settlement at Throckmorton 
would have major implications for Pershore, Evesham 
and surrounding villages.  The roads can not 
accommodate this growth without structural change, 
particularly Station Road, Pershore. 

Comments are noted.  Transport modelling will be 
undertaken to inform the site selection process. 

2307 Shelagh  The green belt must be protected to stop north Comments are noted. 
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Astbury 

Worcester merging with Fernhill Heath and therefore 
land parcels S10 S11 S12 should not be considered for 
future housing development. 

2310 Carolyn 
 
Yates 

 Objection to development of land at Green lane, 
Naunton: Poor access to the site, lack of public 
transport, development would be harmful to 
pastureland. There is a lack of local amenities, and poor 
broadband services. 

Development at Ryall and Upton upon Severn would be 
favourable due to existing infrastructure. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2312 Andy 
 
Taylor 

 Objection to development in Crowle and Crowle Green: in order 
to keep the distinctive nature of the area; another site was 
rejected due to poor access. If any development were to occur, 
it would be set precedent for more in the future. 

 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2314 Aiden 
 
Codd 

 Argues the plan is flawed because it hasn't considered 
the environmental impact.  refers to Worcester's Air 
Quality management Area and suggests traffic calming 
and public transport, maybe a tram system, are 
required, and that housing should have solar or ground 
source heat with roof space heat exchange as standard. 

Village development should be avoided with a focus on 
the City and towns.   Suggests that existing allocations at 
Rushwick should be taken into account to avoid 
overdevelopment. 

Suggests the plan lacks the vision to change the way 

Comments are noted. 
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housing stock is developed and make it more 
sustainable and that more small enterprise space should 
be mixed with housing to reduce journeys and that the 
lack of community spaces has led to a lack of social 
cohesion. 

2735 Paul 
 
Gregory 

 Objection to development of Middle Battenhall Farm: 
the community needs the protection of Green Space; 
the area is extensively used by local people. It has 
heritage value, and is also prone to flooding; an issue 
that further development would worsen. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2316 David 
 
Niblett 

 Objection to development in Evesham, generally: The 
Town has lost its character and has instead become car 
dominated. Infrastructure cannot cope with 200 homes, 
and would certainly not with 14,000. Funding should be 
increased regarding park and ride to encourage more 
sustainable means of transport. There should also be 
more support for small businesses, who play a big role 
in the community. Excessive rent charges on shopping 
centre units should be stopped; instead favourable 
rents and Business Tax should be applied. Cultural and 
social facilities should be protected. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1810 Mr and Mrs 
 
Ross and 
Sarah 
 
Naulls 

 Objection to development of land on Green lane, 
Naunton: character of the landscape should be 
preserved, access is poor, public transport is poor, there 
is no superfast/fibre optic broadband provision; no 
employment provision; electricity supply is over 
capacity with several recent outages; flooding is also a 
risk; the site also forms part of ancient farming land. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

1906 Kler Group  The approach to new housing growth as set out within Comments are noted. 
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Ltd option 3 is to be read in tandem with the development 
strategy set out at Option 1. We consider that a greater 
proportion of growth generally should be in the villages 
which is scenario 3. The villages have played an 
important role in what is a largely rural development 
plan area, with proportionate growth on a range of sites 
being able to be delivered in a timely manner with less 
requirement for mitigation. As a result there has been a 
relatively buoyant housing land supply position in the 
recent past within South Worcestershire. 

In contrast, scenario B would result in a high 
dependency upon a smaller number of large strategic 
scale sites and there are numerous examples across the 
country where plans reliant upon such SUE’s have failed. 
Worcester (scenario E) is relatively constrained, whilst 
utilising Green Belt (scenario F) should be seen as a last 
resort with other more preferable alternatives in policy 
terms available to the Councils. 

2476 Valefresco 
Ltd 

 Development should be spread across a number of 
approaches as referred to under Option 1, including a 
greater proportion of growth generally in the villages to 
assist in maintaining their vitality. 

Comments are noted. 

1990 Mr 
 
Peter 
 
Bottomley 

 Objection to development on site CFS0905(near to 
Guarlford Road): there is no access from Guarlford 
Road, other than Mill lane. Which is narrow and cannot 
be widened as it would encroach on common land. It is 
within the Cordon Sanitaire. Development here would 
be to the detriment of the AONB and approach to 
Malvern. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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2001 Mrs 
 
Susan 
 
Carpenter 

 Blank Response. Blank Response. 

2014 Wyre Forest 
District 
Council 

Wyre Forest 
District 
Council 

The SWDPR call for sites map indicates that the site at 
Astley Cross directly bordering Wyre Forest District is 
being considered. It is noted that this site has previously 
been refused under application 17/00142/OUT. Further 
development is currently pending decision in Astley 
Cross under application 17/01710/FUL for 57 dwellings. 
Any further development in this area will put increased 
pressure on the local road network and additionally 
traffic into Stourport-on-Severn. The area has only one 
access bridge over the river Severn; increased traffic 
could worsen the air quality and result in an Air Quality 
Management Area. Therefore, any potential site 
allocations near to the Areley Kings area of Stourport-
on-Severn would need to be assessed in terms of traffic 
impact and WFDC would expect to be consulted at the 
earliest opportunity. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2022 Mr 
 
Peter 
 
Roach 

 The current Green Belt must be protected to stop North 
Worcester merging with Fernhill Heath. 

With the amount of development already taken place to 
the west of Ombersley Road, the land to the east side 
(S10) must remain. 

The land identified as S11, in my opinion, will be difficult 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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to develop on the following grounds: 

 Access from the A38 is blocked by current 
housing with no space for a access road 

 Access from Claines Lane is not possible due to 
the houses on Claines corner and the lane is too 
narrow to allow for a safe increase in traffic 

 Access from Cornmeadow lane is blocked by 
current housing 

The area does not have sufficient infrastructure to 
support a housing development. Claines school is full 
due to the amount of development in Fernhill Heath, 
the new proposed school on the old Park and Ride site 
will already be oversubscribed due to the development 
already taken place in Bevere.  There is no regular public 
transport in the area after 17.00.  There are no local 
facilities i.e. Medical Centre, shops etc. 

2044 Mrs 
 
Margaret 
 
Davis 

 The infill sites (specifically that at Green Lane, Naunton) 
are unsuitable for the settlements that they are planned 
for. Green Lane, Naunton is a narrow road which is 
single track. It is has limited parking for cars. The 
proposed development is too large for a community 
which hardly even constitutes a hamlet. The site is only 
suited to having houses built fronting the road and NOT 
a small estate of 8 houses. This development is not 
needed. We have no facilities in the village; insufficient 
road capacity; no parking; no transport links; no shop 
and no pub. In fact we are hardly more than an 
extended agricultural area. Development should be 
encouraged in areas that are more ecologically 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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sustainable (transport is by means other than car; no 
transport needed to access basic facilities). 

2562 Land 
Partnerships 
Developmen
ts Ltd 

 We would favour Option A which seeks to allocate land 
at Worcester City, towns and villages as per the adopted 
SWDP. However, given that the major urban extensions 
at Worcester have yet to make a significant contribution 
to development it our view that in order to meet the 
growth requirement of Worcester development should 
be directed to deliverable sites around the edges of 
Worcester, and the surrounding villages such as Leigh 
Sinton, that can deliver promptly. This will ensure that 
housing is delivered as soon as possible. 

New settlements have inherent problems and 
significant lead in times and, therefore, their ability to 
contribute to housing during the Plan period is limited. 
That being the case, if a new settlement is proposed it 
should be accepted that development is unlikely to start 
for ten or more years. It is a long term, rather than short 
or medium term, housing delivery option. 

Comments are noted. 

2616 Mr 
 
Mark 
 
Jones 

 The green belt (S10, S11 and S12) must be protected to 
stop North Worcester merging with Fernhill Heath. 

Comments are noted. 

2620 Mr 
 
Alagmir 
 

 Any extensive development should either make the best 
use of inner city brownfield sites, or consider brand new 
settlements outside current villages/hamlets etc., and 
sprawl must be avoided. This means that new 

Comments are noted. 
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Khan developments can make best use of inner city 
infrastructure or have infrastructure that is tailored to 
the requirements of new towns. 

2048 Mrs 
 
Anne 
 
Caulkin 

 Greater proportion of housing growth should be located 
in the towns and in Worcester where there is availability 
of services and facilities within the neighbourhood area 
according to the density of the new 
development.  Growth should be located in existing 
urban areas with regeneration of underused or vacant 
sites, taking advantage of availability of transport hubs 
and reducing the need to travel. 

Comments are noted. 

2052 Mr 
 
Martin 
 
Caulkin 

 Development should be directed to the major towns 
and Worcester where there is greater access to facilities 
and services. They should be located on previously 
developed or underused/vacant sites, taking advantage 
of transport hubs, reducing the need to travel. 

Comments are noted. 

2054 Mr 
 
Martin 
 
Caulkin 

 The piece of land at Naunton on Green Laune next for 
The Barn, Fowlers Farm is not suitable for the 
development of 8 houses. Green Lane is too narrow for 
additional traffic with acute bends. The area is subject 
to flooding and the existing drainage system is not 
adequate. A new system is needed. The cable for 
internet to these properties would cost a prohibitive 
amount for such a small settlement. To add to this, 8 
more houses would be beyond the capacity of the local 
transformer which has exploded three times already 
cutting the electricity to Naunton for 24 hours each 
time.  Naunton has no services, no buses, no school, no 
shop, no community centre. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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2693 Anna 
 
Young 

 Objection to development on Hayslan Fields: due to it 
being one of few green spaces in the middle of Malvern. 
Hayslan Fields also breaks up the urban view from the 
top of Malvern Hills. Further development in Malvern is 
surplus to requirements. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2695 Mrs 
 
K 
 
Fry 

 Objection to development on Hayslan Fields: due to it 
being one of few green spaces in the middle of Malvern 
that has extensive use by local residents. Congestion in 
and around Malvern is already an issue, sites with better 
access to major roads would be preferable. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2697 Nick 
 
Walker 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: the combination 
of access to rural and urban areas should be preserved; 
the wildlife and the benefits this brings to young people 
should be protected; the site has extensive use; it would 
be to the detriment of attendant’s of the Blind School 
who benefit from the areas calm setting. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2142 Simon 
 
Vick 

Platform 
Housing 
Group 

We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

Comments are noted. 

2065 Mr  Increased congestion on already overcrowded roads, This is a site specific , non Issues and Options , 
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Edward 
 
Hingham 

more air pollution, dangerous accesses onto Guarlford 
Road. 

Ref CFS0905, CFS0585, CFS0355, CFS0407, CFS0518, 
CFS0327, CFS0908, CFS0063, CFS0705. 25 acre field off 
chance where over development of this area would ruin 
the attractive east approach to Malvern and the Hills 
which draws tourists to the area, creating jobs and 
helping the economy. 

There is no public transport beyond Eston Avenue and it 
will impact on so many other things. 

representation/comment which will be taken into 
consideration when assessing the planning merits of 
all land submitted under the Call for Sites 

2762 David 
 
Chestney 

 Support for the application for Middle Battenhall Farm 
to be designated as Local Green Space: as one of the last 
‘green lungs’ this site should be protected; so should the 
‘Green Network’ at the edge of the Worcester. The 
access to the site is unsatisfactory. Flooding may also be 
caused as a consequence of any development on the 
site, relating to quicker run off. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2814  Jessup Ltd We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

Noted 
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2122 Mr 
 
Philip 
 
Rawle 

Greenlight 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides information promoting a site adjacent to 
Gwillam's farm urban extension. Suggests that growth 
should be located within and adjacent to Worcester as it 
is the County town and that this approach does not 
align with the options presented. 

Does not support option f because there are 
sites(including the one being promoted) which lie 
outside of the Green Belt. 

Comments are noted. 

2172 Sarah 
 
Milward 

IM Land We consider that the SWDPR should allocate sufficient 
land in the first instance to meet SWDP’s identified 
housing need, and the wider regional need, with a 
sufficient buffer to provide flexibility, as set out in 
Paragraphs 23, 73 and 74 of the revised NPPF. As such, 
we consider that a combination of all options should be 
utilised with the specific issues relating to each option 
taken into account to ensure sufficient land is allocated 
for the required growth in sustainable locations. 
Specifically, with regards to the Site, we consider 
Options B or C would be applicable, and would be 
supported given the sustainable location and 
infrastructure that is being provided. 

Comments are noted. 

2846  2 Counties 
Construction 

We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 

Noted 
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villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

2220 Mr 
 
Timothy 
 
Barnes 

 Development of Middle Battenhall Farm should not be 
allowed. The space in needed for recreation/well being 
of the existing Residents. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2228 Barratt 
Developmen
ts Ltd et al 

 Option 3 sets out a number of more specific locations 
where new housing growth could be located. RPS 
suggest that the emerging Plan should also include 
additional options that reflect the current adopted Plan 
position, which is that there is clear potential to allocate 
land on the edge of the Plan area but within 
neighbouring authorities, for example the Land at 
Mitton in Wychavon District (identified under adopted 
Policy SWDP2). RPS consider that there is clear potential 
to identify this site in order to deliver sustainable 
development that would include the relevant planning 
benefits achievable on a larger edge-of-town site. The 
fact that such sites might be on the edge of urban area 
outside the Plan are should not limit the options under 
consideration. 

Comments are noted.  The land at Mitton lies within 
Wychavon District and has been highlighted as a 
location for growth though both the adopted SWDP 
and the Cheltenham, Tewkesbury and Gloucester 
Joint Core Strategy.  Further work will need to be 
undertaken to establish whether this is a suitable site 
for allocation in the SWDP review. 

2230 Mel 
 
Allcott 

 I object strongly to all development on both green belt 
and green field land in the SWDP. I object strongly to 
the large scale increase in property in the SWDP. 
Worcestershire does not have the infrastructure to deal 

Comments are noted however, the SWCs are 
required to plan for the level of housing required 
within the area as calculated using the Government's 
standard methodology for housing need.  An 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan will be prepared to set 
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with the housing increase. 

Worcestershire Royal Hospital is and has been struggling 
for a sustained period of time. Traffic congestion in and 
around Worcester City is increasing, worsened by cuts 
to bus services, also no longer having a park and ride 
site. Central government policy is developer led which 
means profitable large homes are being built as 
opposed to affordable and smaller housing needed by 
the many. 

out the infrastructure required to support the 
delivery of the Plan. 

The Strategic Housing Market Assessment will set out 
the types of housing required and this will inform the 
policies in the SWDP Review. 

2232 H 
 
Duncan 

 Reponses largely relate towards Malvern Vale: 
expresses concern that bus/GP practices/Hospitals/road 
services are not considered in relation to further 
developments. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2238 Mrs 
 
Roslyn 
 
Deeming 

Natural 
England 

Natural England does not have a particular preference 
for the strategy options that have been set out but 
would wish to ensure that the chosen approach results 
in no adverse impact on any designated nature 
conservation sites or protected landscapes. We would 
also advise that development should avoid Best & Most 
Versatile Land (BMV) where possible. 

Comments are noted. These issued will be 
considered in both the strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment and the site allocations 
process. 

2311 David 
 
Holmes 

 Objection to development on Site C: development would be to 
the detriment of wildlife, views from houses would be 
obstructed, a large number of affordable homes would devalue 
existing homes and ruin the character of the village. 
Development would put pressure on local primary school. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2313 Matt 
 

 Objection to development on greenbelt land (S10, S11, 
S12): further, the services are inadequate for further 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
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Istead development. Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2319 Sue 
 
Rickhus 

 Please preserve Claines green belt S11 and S12 for 
nature to thrive around the inner city. 

As a OAP our park home site is an ideal place to relax 
and enjoy nature, walks and recreation facilities. Further 
development would undermine the tranquillity of the 
existing Claines neighbourhood as well as create more 
traffic pollution and vulnerability. I would strongly 
disagree with any proposal of housing or businesses 
being built on these sites. 

Comments are noted. 

2321 Jan 
 
Russell 

 C Noted. 

2890 Mrs 
 
Mary and 
Catherine 
 
Hughes and 
Jordan 

 In our view, a continuation of the adopted SWDP 
Development Strategy should be adopted whereby 
growth is directed at Worcester, towns and villages. 
However as per criterion c) a greater proportion of 
growth should be directed to the villages. As per the 
adopted SWDP, Category 1 Villages are suitable for a 
scale of development which reinforces their role of 
providing services to a wide rural area. Therefore, they 
should be a major focus for development. 

With regard to the question regarding where the 
development should take place, a good example of an 
appropriate site for future development to fulfil the 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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need outlined above is the land north and/ or south of 
Stockwood Lane, Inkberrow which has been submitted 
on behalf of Mrs M Hughes and Mrs C Jordan. 

2951 Lynne 
 
Gough 

Netherwood 
Lane 
Residents 

Objection to the inclusion of site CFS0494(Crowle 
Green) being included in the preferred options: the site 
would damage the ecology of a local pond, 
development would inevitably result in ‘back land’ 
development and does not match the linear nature of 
the village; further access and visibility is restricted 
which has resulted in several accidents. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2959 Mr 
 
John 
 
Raine 

 Location of Housing growth: I favour priority being given 
to a), b), c) and d). 

Noted. 

2339 Susan 
 
Weaver 

 Any new housing outside of main urban areas should be 
focused on maybe the new railway station at Norton. 
We need to limit commuting, there is just not the 
infrastructure in place for more vehicles on our roads 
from rural areas.  Surrounding villages of Worcester 
have already been overdeveloped and risk losing their 
rural identity altogether. Overdevelopment of villages 
are compromising the character of the landscape, and 
we also risk losing precious views, in the case of 
Rushwick, that of the Malvern Hills.  Existing `significant 
gaps` within villages need to be retained to protect and 
preserve local distinctiveness. 

Comments are noted. 

2404 Rebecca 
 

Wallace Land 
Investments 

A combination of Options 3a to 3e is considered the 
most appropriate and sustainable approach to meeting 

Comments are noted.  Consideration will be given to 
the need to over allocate as the numbers become 
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Thompson housing needs in the SWDPR. The proposed distribution 
of housing should meet the housing needs of both 
urban and rural communities. 

It is recommended that a flexibility contingency should 
be applied to the overall housing land supply (HLS). A 
20% contingency would provide flexibility for 
unforeseen circumstances, which given the past 
difficulties of Worcester City Council in meeting its own 
needs and the wider influences of the issues associated 
with the Greater Birmingham and Black Country 
Housing Market (although not directly related this is still 
worthy of note), alongside the potentially slow delivery 
of significant strategic sites would be a sensible 
approach. A 20% contingency is indeed advocated by 
the Department of Communities & Local Government 
(DCLG) and the Local Plans Expert Group (LPEG). 

clearer and the sites are fully assessed.  It is 
important to remember that plan reviews will be 
more frequent (every 5 years) therefore allowing the 
flexibility to respond to under delivery and that there 
are other measures, including the Brownfield Land 
Register, Permission in Principle and extended 
permitted development rights which increase the 
likelihood of windfall delivery. 

2473 Rachel 
 
Jones 

 There is a question in the document which relates to 
‘the amount and location of housing’ and asks  whether 
or not new housing should be located within the green 
belt. 

My response is that the green belt (S10, S11 and S12) 
must be protected to stop North Worcester  merging 
with Fernhill Heath. 

Comments are noted. 

2987 Keith 
 
Bridgewater 

 A greater proportion of growth in the villages and sites 
around the new Parkway railway station. 

Noted. Wychavon District Council have received sites 
in proximity to the Parkway railway station and are 
being assessed as part of the strategic housing and 
employment land availability assessment. 
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3024  Bloor Homes3 Option A. Noted. 

3098  Bloor Homes3 Option A. Noted. 

2617 Mr 
 
Alagmir 
 
Khan 

 As a Rushwick resident I want to see a green 
belt/significant gaps around the village maintained. 
Rushwick has a special semi-rural feel and I do not want 
us to become just another suburb of Worcester. 

Comments are noted. 

2649 Mr 
 
Graham 
 
Love 

Broadway 
Trust 

“d” is the preferred option in view of previous 
comments, but what is “a greater proportion”? We see 
no justification for “f”, and “c” should only be adopted 
consistent with comments in Option 1. 

Comments are noted. 

3040  Bloor and 
Bellway 
Homes 

Option A. Noted. 

3116 Ms 
 
Jennie 
 
Baker 

 Regarding the wider area of South Worcestershire it 
appears that Norton will be developed with the Parkway 
Interchange and motorway access. I am concerned that 
although Malvern Hills is an AONB, beyond this we do 
not have the protection of green belt which 
Birmingham, Bromsgrove, Droitwich and Worcester 
have. Is this pushing development and traffic further 
into rural Worcestershire when south Birmingham is 
desperately short of new family housing? Longbridge 
already has business space not taken up, the new retail 
area is not particularly busy and now has competition 
from Selly Oak. Perhaps the greatest need for housing 
will be in the northern part of South Worcestershire 

Comments are noted. 
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area with good access to south Birmingham with all 
necessary facilities. 

2651 Mrs 
 
Elaine 
 
Davis 

 Concern about development of land off Evendine Close: 
poor access and flood plain concerns prevented 
development of a new pavilion previously, congestion is 
an issue relating to the growing High School. 

Objection to development of Middle Battenhall Farm: 
protection of ancient meadowland, scheduled ancient 
monuments and the green lung should be made certain. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2676 Suzie 
 
White 

 Objection to development of Middle Battenhall Farm 
and support for application for the classification of it 
being a Local Green Space: Worcester’s reputation as 
the ‘City in the Countryside’ is both accurate and 
unique, deserving protection. The space is one of the 
last rural spaces within the city boundaries, an area 
enjoyed but school/college commuters and for 
recreation – important for health benefits. The area 
provides unique views towards the Malvern Hills AONB, 
and the rurality of its situation is part of Worcester’s 
economy and tourist attraction. Development on the 
land would also compromise views from a public 
footpath/bridleway. Road networks could not cope with 
another significant additions, the 2200 home 
development adjacent to Broomhall Way will already 
have significant consequences. The development would 
have a harmful impact on the character of Battenhall 
Road/Battenhall Rise Communities. Grade II listed 
buildings, a Scheduled Ancient Monument and 
protected species characterise the site, these should be 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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protected. 

2694 Mrs 
 
SC 
 
Young 

 Objection to development on Hayslan Fields: The flat 
and accessible green space is in constant use, providing 
one of few remaining green spaces in one of the most 
built up areas of Malvern. As recognised in the SDWP, 
the fields have important value for community health 
and well-being. Access towards Worcester is already 
heavily congested in peak times. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2696 Mrs 
 
K 
 
Fry 

 Traffic from Malvern to Worcester and the motorway 
junctions is horrendous with road becoming increasingly 
congested. This can only get much worse with further 
housing developments. We shouldn’t allow large scale 
building developments to occur in Malvern as it is such a 
long way away from a motorway access. Surely land 
closer with easy access to major roads are a better and 
more sensible option. 

Comments are noted.  Transport modelling will be 
undertaken as part of the SWDP review. 

2741 Mr 
 
Dave 
 
Stratton 

TN & DJ 
Stratton 

c. “A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages.” 

Noted. 

2753  Greystoke 
Land 

Pegasus, on behalf of their client support a mix of 
options (a) and (c). 

Noted. Although the sustainability appraisal reports 
that A and C are of the least sustainable approached. 
Only development in the Green Belt is deemed less 
sustainable. 

2769 Mr 
 
Denis 

 Op3 - Prefer option b. e.g. centred on Norton Parkway 
station. 

Noted 
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Bennett 

3122 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Option C. Noted. 

3342 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

It is considered that the new housing growth should be 
located utilising a number of approaches. The SWDPR 
should include locations for development at Worcester 
and at towns and villages, as per the Adopted SWDP and 
also allocate land to allow for a greater proportion of 
housing growth in the villages and the towns. 

Comments are noted. 

2781  Taylor 
Wimpey 

RPS consider that it is important that the SWDPR 
provides a clear strategy for bringing sufficient housing 
land forward to address the housing needs over the plan 
period. 

The current approach to growth, that seeks to direct the 
majority of development towards Worcester and the 
larger towns and cities (such as Droitwich Spa), where 
maximum use can be made of existing or improved 
infrastructure is supported. An approach that includes 
options a, d and f (specifically in the context of 
Droitwich), is considered to be the most realistic to 
ensure that development is both sustainable and 
deliverable over the plan period. 

A detailed review to establish whether it is necessary 
and appropriate to release Green Belt at Droitwich for 
housing is supported by RPS. The use of Green Belt land 

Comments are noted.  A Green Belt review is being 
undertaken and will inform the preferred Options. 

The figure for completions, commitments and 
undeveloped allocations will be refined as work 
progresses on testing the deliverability of current 
allocations and as such the housing requirement will 
become more refined. 

The SWCs are proactively working with 
neighbouring  authorities under the Duty to 
Cooperate and no other LPA has asked the SWCs to 
meet any of its housing need. 
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for housing should not be automatically discounted if, 
following the calculation of the appropriate level of new 
housing required (taking account of any unmet need 
from neighbouring areas, further land is required to 
ensure that the necessary number of new homes are 
delivered over the plan period. 

2799  Taylor 
Wimpey 

This rep is seeking the allocation of land at Pulley Farm, 
Droitwich, but the following is responding to option 3. 

An approach that includes options 

a, d and f (specifically in the context of Droitwich), is 
considered to be the most realistic to ensure that 
development is both sustainable and deliverable over 
the plan period. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2837  Jessup Ltd The site is previously developed land, comprising part of 
a former Gas Works along Lower Howsell Road in 
Malvern / Leigh Sinton, which has since been subject to 
some remediation. The land is currently used for inert 
construction waste recycling, where there 
are temporary offices and existing permanent offices for 
the remaining depot. 

The site lies wholly within the Leigh Sinton Significant 
Gap and proposes around 18 dwellings, with associated 
Green Infrastructure, SuDS and road infrastructure. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3136 Mr 
 
John 

Rosconn 
Strategic Land 

A combined approach of options (a), (c), (d) and (e) is 
considered the most appropriate approach, which 
would reflect the current strategy of the adopted SWDP. 

Comments are noted. 
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Breese 

Options (c), (d) and (e) are appropriate to meet the 
Government’s ambitions to significantly boost the 
supply of homes as detailed by the Housing White 
Paper: Fixing our broken housing market (2017) and 
NPPF paragraph 59. Option (f) is not considered 
appropriate inline with NPPF paragraph 137 which 
states that all other reasonable options for meeting the 
identified need for development should be examined 
before concluding that exceptional circumstances 
existing to change Green Belt boundaries. 

Option (a) and (e) are appropriate as Worcester City is 
the principal urban area in the SWDPR plan area with 
strong good transport links, wide employment 
opportunities and the greatest range of services. 
Development meeting Worcester City’s housing need 
should be located as closely as possible to the city too 
both meet the housing need where it is being produced 
and to minimise the environmental impacts of 
commuting towards the city. This approach is supported 
by section 9 of the NPPF which directs that significant 
development should be focused on locations which are 
or can be made sustainable through offering a genuine 
choice of transport modes to help minimise the 
negative environmental impacts of travel. The SWDPR 
recognises that Worcester’s administrative area is 
constrained and some of its housing need will need to 
be met by either Wychavon or Malvern Hills districts. 
The SWDPR should however first explore all options to 
meeting its housing need within its own boundaries 
before looking to export housing need into Wychavon 
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or Malvern. One area which would be appropriate to 
accommodate this increased growth is to the South-East 
of Worcester at Middle Battenhall Farm (see Battenhall 
Fields Vision Document submitted to the recent South 
Worcestershire ‘Call for Sites’ consultation. 

Option (c) is appropriate to ensure a greater level of 
growth is directed to villages to ensure these rural 
communities are maintained and strengthened in 
accordance with NPPF paragraphs 77-78. 

2819 Sue 
 
Walker 

 Profoundly object to Claines greenbelt being under 
threat from potential planning, particularly areas S10, 
S11 and S12 we have just had 200 houses built on our 
doorstep, when will the green belt be left alone? The 
Green belt must be protected to stop North Worcester 
merging with Fernhill Heath. 

Comments are noted. 

2871  2 Counties 
Construction 

The site is in the village of Littleworth and comprises a 
relatively flat open piece of agricultural land, bounded 
by hedgerow and fronting an unnamed road which leads 
on to Hatfield Bank. The site is being proposed because 
of its proximity to the new Parkway Railway Station and 
Norton school, which is located to the north east. 

Measuring circa. 10ha, the site lies wholly outside of a 
defined development boundary, but does not suffer 
from any other planning constraints effecting delivery. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2889 Mrs 
 
Mary and 

 In our view, a continuation of the adopted SWDP 
Development Strategy should be adopted whereby 
growth is directed at Worcester, towns and villages. 

Comments are noted. 
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Catherine 
 
Hughes and 
Jordan 

However as per criterion c) a greater proportion of 
growth should be directed to the villages. As per the 
adopted SWDP, Category 1 Villages are suitable for a 
scale of development which reinforces their role of 
providing services to a wide rural area. Therefore, they 
should be a major focus for development. If the Councils 
do not allocate additional development in these villages, 
their ability to fulfil this function is impeded. Paragraph 
78 of the NPPF encourages the promotion of sustainable 
development in rural areas. 

Category 1 Villages are sustainable settlements with the 
NPPF supporting sustainable patterns of development. 
The Councils should not rely on a strategy of one 
delivery option, as this will not deliver the number of 
houses required within the life of the Local Plan, or at 
the necessary build out rate to ensure a robust 
deliverable 5 year housing supply. In order to meet 
these housing needs, new housing will need to be 
situated in a number of different locations in South 
Worcestershire, with a large emphasis on the expansion 
of existing Category 1 Villages. 

Turning first to the principle of allowing growth in the 
Category 1 Villages, the SWDP establishes Inkberrow as 
a Category 1 Village in its settlement hierarchy and 
acknowledges that these villages, although containing a 
small /limited range of shops and services, make a vital 
contribution to the sustainability of the local 
community. 

3170 Mr Harris Land The published Issues and Options Consultation Comments are noted. 
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Andrew 
 
Harris 

Management document states that Worcester cannot meet all of its 
own housing need within the confines of its 
administrative boundary. The needs arising within 
Worcester City will therefore need to be met within 
either Wychavon or Malvern Hills. The consultation 
document also considers the need to release Green Belt 
sites as a means of meeting objective housing needs up 
to 2041. Whilst we are not opposed to the release of 
Green Belt sites, a considerable amount of land exists 
adjacent to the existing development boundary which 
can meet short-term housing requirements. 

3208  Grammont 
Group 

We consider that Option 3A is the preferred approach. 
As per Option 1, we consider that there are huge 
benefits in locating development in highly sustainable 
locations, well served by public transport and facilities. 
Our site is located adjacent to Malvern Link Rail Station 
and is located within walking distance of a variety of 
existing services and facilities. In accordance with the 
NPPF, locating new housing growth within Worcester 
towns and villages, will promote sustainable 
development and avoid placing housing growth in 
unsustainable locations. Furthermore, Malvern Hill is 
considered a Category 2 settlement therefore should be 
favoured due to it being higher in the settlement 
hierarchy. 

Comments are noted. 

3216 Mr 
 
David 
 
Dickerson 

 Comments relate to Ryall, Holly Green and surrounding 
areas: There is no mains gas supply to the area. Road, 
school, and medical facilities are already at capacity. 
The area does not contain a sporting/leisure centre. 
Existing development areas should be prioritised. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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3232  Gleeson 
Strategic Land 
Limited 

As indicated in Option 1 above, the distribution of 
housing should be allocated according to a ‘portfolio’ 
approach whereby all sustainable settlements are able 
to receive an element of housing growth to cater for 
Wychavon’s needs. This means that the South 
Worcestershire Development Plan should follow a blend 
of Choices a and c. Councils should not be locating 
development within the green belt if there are viable 
and suitable options in villages close-by, but outside the 
green belt. In this case there are alternative choices – 
including my client’s site (26-02) at Crowle – therefore 
the exceptional circumstances required to release sites 
from the green belt nearby will be difficult to 
demonstrate. The release of sites will need to conform 
to an ongoing programme consistent with a 5 year 
supply trajectory and will need to include at least 10% of 
dwellings on small sites below 1 hectare in size. Above 
all, there should be adequate flexibility to allow for 
shortfalls from sites which fail to materialise and from 
additional housing demand. 

Comments are noted.  The need for a range of sites 
to be allocated to deliver the housing number is 
acknowledged. 

2924  Cala Homes 
Ltd 

Our client supports Option C which would deliver a 
greater proportion of growth generally in the villages, 
on the basis that it is important to strike a balance 
within the overall development strategy and recognise 
the importance of development to existing villages and 
the opportunities it provides. 

In particular, the Category 1, 2 and 3 villages already 
provide services and facilities that meet the day to day 
needs of their existing population, and an effort should 
be made to bolster and sustain them. This is important 

Comments are noted. 

No further comment in relation to the SA at this 
time. 
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as the loss of these facilities could increase the need for 
existing residents to travel, potentially making the 
existing settlements and communities less sustainable. 

The Option C approach accords with the NPPF and in 
particular paragraph 77, which states that in rural areas, 
planning policies and decisions should be responsive to 
local circumstances and support housing developments 
that reflect local needs. NPPF paragraph 78 adds that to 
promote sustainable development in rural areas, 
housing should be located where it will enhance or 
maintain the vitality of rural communities. This 
paragraph goes on to state that planning policies should 
identify opportunities for villages to grow and thrive, 
especially where this will support local services. 

The Sustainability Appraisal notes that Option B can 
deliver development of a quantity that satisfies local 
housing needs; provides an opportunity for increased 
supply of housing in the early years of the Plan; and an 
opportunity to diversity the housing market in different 
location across the Plan area. Our client considers this 
latter point to be particularly important in village 
locations, where the housing market often does not 
operate effectively due to a lack of supply, thereby 
affecting the ability of residents to find accommodation 
that matches their needs, and for young people and 
their families to live in these locations. 

Our client considers that new development can be 
successfully integrated into existing villages without 
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adverse harm to the environment. However, this can be 
fully considered as part of future planning applications 
based on site-specific detailed evidence. 

3277  Worcestershir
e Health and 
Care NHS 
Trust 

We would favour Option A which seeks to allocate land 
at Worcester, towns and villages as per the adopted 
SWDP. However, given that the major urban extensions 
at Worcester have yet to make a significant contribution 
to development we would favour a proportionate 
increase in the amount of development in Malvern 
district (including Collet Green), partly to reflect the 
relatively low contribution which was made in the 
current SWDP from sites in Malvern Hills District. 

We do not favour the introduction of new settlements 
given the inherent problems and lead-in times relevant 
in bringing forward such schemes and, therefore, their 
inability to contribute to housing during the Plan period. 
We believe that this is consistent with the 
Government’s objectives to ensure that land is released 
which is deliverable and being capable of being brought 
forward for development. 

Comments are noted. 

2958 Steve 
 
Pritchard 

 Objection to development of Middle Battenhall Farm: 
The loss of the open space, wildlife, and the history of 
the site would impact the whole community. Stresses 
the historical significance of the site. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

2970 David and 
Jane 
 

 Support for the application to designate Middle 
Battenhall Farm as a Local Green Space: The space 
should be protected due to its current social, 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 

P
age 120

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3277.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/2958.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/2970.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

Tibbutt environmental and economic benefits, plus mental and 
physical health benefits. The comment refers to 
reasserts the Planning Committee’s reasons for two 
previous refusals, including damage to heritage assets, 
setting of historical landscape, green network, wildlife 
habitat degradation and flooding issues. 

Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3043  Bloor Homes3 Under this option, a. is supported that suggests the 
following locations for new housing growth: 

“a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP)”. 

This approach is supported as development in 
appropriate locations around already well-established 
sustainable settlements would take advantage of 
existing services and infrastructure as discussed above. 

Comments are noted. 

3016 Mrs 
 
P J 
 
Hemming 

 Objection to development at Green Lane, Naunton: 
Access is poor and roads are narrow, drainage is also 
lacking, bus and other amenities are also inadequate 
including broadband connections. 

Instead proposes that development requirements could 
be satisfied by a new settlement with adequate 
attached facilities. Development should be located close 
to public transport. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3020 Joshua 
 
Salter 

 Objection to development in Naunton: New properties 
would necessitate substantial power upgrades. The 
submitted site sits within a previously flooded area. 
Broadband connection is inadequate. The physical size 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
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of the access road, with sharp and narrow bends is not 
suitable for 8 more houses worth of cars, let alone large 
construction vehicles. Whilst other means of public 
transport remain non existent. The area has historical 
significance and there are also protected species living 
nearby – both of these would be put at risk by 
development. 

Preferred Options. 

3031 Mr 
 
John 
 
Mill 

Millstrand 
Properties Ltd 

A balanced rather than an option approach is perhaps 
most appropriate. However as past and recent policy 
and practice has emphasised and concentrated larger 
scale developments in the larger settlements the time is 
now right to redress what I would describe as a current 
imbalance and give greater encouragement to 3 (c) a 
greater proportion of growth in the villages. 

Comments are noted. 

3287 Mr 
 
Robin 
 
Bramley 

 With specific regard to the proposed sites to the south 
of Ryall, this area lacks local amenities and viable public 
transport for workers who largely need to commute to 
Malvern/Cheltenham/Gloucester or further afield. 
Furthermore the road network is busy with cars and 
heavy lorries at peak times so is unappealing for cycle 
commuters. Many of the sites below have ties to the 
Battle of Ripple Field during the English Civil War as the 
Royalist army headed south from Upton-upon-Severn. 

CFS0203 – this is currently productive agricultural land, 
marked area appears to include the bus stop, pumping 
station and war memorial! Pipelines potentially run 
across this site. 
 
Due to the lake, varied wildlife, particularly amphibians 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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and wildfowl, as well as birds of prey can be sighted 
here. 

CFS0205 – this land is part of the Wyche Way and the 
Worcestershire Cakes and Ale Trail long distance 
footpaths. Prone to surface water flooding. 

CFS0259 – a small parcel of land that is between a 
number of dwellings, mostly from the curtilage of the 
old Horlick’s dairy farm. Consequently any development 
is likely to create overlooking. The access to this site 
from Ryall Lane would be inadequate for increased 
traffic and is prone to surface water flooding. 

CFS0260 – this land is also part of the Wyche Way and 
the Worcestershire Cakes and Ale Trail long distance 
footpaths. Home to a variety of wildlife: noticeably 
rabbit burrows in the hedgerows, migrating swallows 
plus bats and birds of prey. Prone to surface water 
flooding. The site has no drainage and it would be 
difficult to provision services. No direct access to site 
other than via a private lane. 

3295 Mrs 
 
Sussanah 
 
Bramley 

 Concerns regarding development for CFS0203, CFS0259, 
and CFS0260 in Ryall, Upton upon Severn with reference 
to: flooding; biodiversity; and historical importance. 

Additionally, the new estate under development 
(Pennywell) in Ryall lacks essential infrastructure. 

Development should take place south of Evesham and 
at Worcester Parkway. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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3057 Mrs 
 
Emma 
 
Foster 

Spitfire 
Bespoke 
Homes 

Spitfire concur with the comments made by the HBF in 
respect of the location of new homes. The 
redevelopment of Previously Development Land within 
the Green Belt should also been supported by the 
Council as such sites have the potential to make a 
valuable contribution towards housing delivery. 

Development within villages also plays an important 
role in ensuring the vitality of local services and 
infrastructure are maintained. The identification of 
suitable sites within villages and rural locations should 
be a combination of Options 3a to 3e is therefore 
considered the most appropriate and sustainable 
approach to meeting housing needs in the SWDPR. The 
proposed distribution of housing should meet the 
housing needs of both urban and rural communities. 

Comments are noted. 

3115 Ms 
 
Jennie 
 
Baker 

 Objection to development of land at/near Guarlford 
Road (CFS0905/CFS0908/CFS0407): there is poor access 
via Mill lane, which is narrow and cannot be widened as 
it would encroach on common land. It is within the 
Cordon Sanitaire. Development here would be to the 
detriment of the AONB and approach to Malvern. 
Development would damage the character of the area, 
and may result in senor citizens, who contribute heavily 
to the local economy, leaving. 

Also expresses concern about Malvern’s lack of Green 
Belt that other parts of South Worcestershire benefit 
from. Perhaps North Worcestershire, with better access 
to Birmingham and necessary facilities would be 
favourable for development. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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3119 Mr 
 
Donald 
 
Berry 

 Supports option A as development in appropriate 
locations around already well-established sustainable 
settlements would take advantage of existing services 
and infrastructure. 

Comments are noted. 

3163 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Option 3: C is therefore supported- A greater proportion 
of growth generally in the villages. 

Comments are noted. 

3388  Richborough 
Estates 

Richborough has concluded that a balanced approach to 
the distribution of development across the settlement 
hierarchy, broadly in accordance with the existing 
strategy set out in SWDP2, is supported. Conformity 
with the adopted spatial strategy should be afforded 
significant weight in determining the location of 
strategic and non-strategic sites for development. 
Therefore, the approach set out under option a. is 
preferred. 

The SWCs are required to prepare strategic policies that 
will bring forward sufficient land at the required rate to 
meet needs over the plan period, and must allocate a 
sufficient supply and mix of housing sites to land to 
meet housing needs. This will include the allocation of 
sufficient deliverable sites to meet needs in years 1-5 of 
the plan, and specific developable sites or locations for 
growth to meet needs in years 6-10 and, where 
possible, years 11-15. It will also include the allocation 
of enough sites of 1 hectare or less to deliver at least 
10% of the housing requirement. Whether this is 
achievable wholly through the continuation of the 

Comments are noted. 
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existing development Strategy will depend upon a 
variety of factors including the following:- the 
deliverability of the remaining SWDP allocations, which 
is to be reviewed by the SWCs prior to publication of the 
Preferred Option; the outcome of the SHELAA process 
(March 2019), and the EDNA, and the availability of sites 
within Worcester and the Main Towns; whether it is 
desirable to promote the delivery of further large urban 
extensions at Worcester given the lack of delivery from 
those within the SWDP to date, generally slow build-out 
rates from large urban extensions, and their reliance on 
substantial infrastructure investment. 

For this reason Richborough has concluded in response 
to Option 1 that there may be a need to consider 
additional options to supplement a strategy based on 
the existing SWDP2. 

It is also prudent to acknowledge the role that smaller 
sites have in meeting housing need with paragraph 68 
of the NPPF noting that small and medium sites can 
make an important contribution to meeting the housing 
requirement of an area as they are “are often built out 
relatively quickly”. It is therefore critical that additional 
small and medium sized sites are identified in a variety 
of sustainable locations to ensure that there is flexibility 
and variety in the allocations required to meet Local 
Housing Need. This may mean that a greater proportion 
of growth should be accommodated in the villages 
(option c.) and in the towns (option d.) than in the 
current SWDP. 
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3143  University of 
Worcester 

The University of Worcester has concluded that a 
balanced approach to the distribution of development 
across the settlement hierarchy, broadly in accordance 
with the existing strategy set out in SWDP2, is 
supported. Conformity with the adopted spatial strategy 
should be afforded significant weight in determining the 
location of strategic and non-strategic sites for 
development. Therefore the approach set out under 
option a. is preferred. 

The SWCs are required to prepare strategic policies that 
will bring forward sufficient land at the required rate to 
meet needs over the plan period, and must allocate a 
sufficient supply and mix of housing sites to land to 
meet housing needs. This will include the allocation of 
sufficient deliverable sites to meet needs in years 1-5 of 
the plan, and specific developable sites or locations for 
growth to meet needs in years 6-10 and, where 
possible, years 11-15. It will also include the allocation 
of enough sites of 1 hectare or less to deliver at least 
10% of the housing requirement. 

Whether this is achievable wholly through the 
continuation of the existing development Strategy will 
depend upon a variety of factors including the 
following:- 

 the deliverability of the remaining SWDP 
allocations, which is to be reviewed by the SWCs 
prior to publication of the Preferred Option; 

 the outcome of the SHELAA process (March 

Comments are noted. The need for a range of sites to 
be allocated to deliver the housing number is 
acknowledged. 
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2019), and the EDNA, and the availability of sites 
within 

Worcester and the Main Towns; 

Whether it is desirable to promote the delivery of 
further large urban extensions at Worcester given the 
lack of delivery from those within the SWDP to date, 
generally slow build-out rates from large urban 
extensions, and their reliance on substantial 
infrastructure investment. 

For this reason The University of Worcester has 
concluded in response to Option 1 that there may be a 
need to consider additional options to supplement a 
strategy based on the existing SWDP2. 

It is also prudent to acknowledge the role that smaller 
sites have in meeting housing need with paragraph 68 
of the NPPF noting that small and medium sites can 
make an important contribution to meeting the housing 
requirement of an area as they are “are often built out 
relatively quickly”. It is therefore critical that additional 
small and medium sized sites are identified in a variety 
of sustainable locations to ensure that there is flexibility 
and variety in the allocations required to meet Local 
Housing Need. 

3480  Droitwich 
Rugby Club 

Land off Pridzor Road, Droitwich spa, is suggested to be 
removed from the Greenbelt to allow for the 
construction of residential dwellings to attribute to the 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
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housing figures required for the planning period. 

The proposed site forms a small parcel of land, which is 
constrained by a railway line to the south; an existing 
housing estate to the east; a road to the north and land 
with buildings to the west. The site is not characterised 
by its openness. The site boundary constraints ensure 
that the parcel of land cannot grow or encroach further 
away from the existing urban edge of Droitwich. 

Preferred Options. 

3486  Landform 
Badsey Ltd 

Land promoted to the rear of 34 Bretforton Road, 
Badsey for the delivery of up to 100 dwellings (and 
associated works) on a site measuring 4.55ha.  The site 
was previously used for market gardening / nursery 
works and comprises arable fields and redundant 
glasshouses.  The land is adjacent to the village 
development and lies wholly outside of a defined 
development boundary. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3151  Barratt 
Development 
Ltd 

The land at Mitton, Tewkesbury, currently the subject of 
a planning application for 500 dwellings should be a site 
allocation in the preferred options. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3167  Ombersley 
Conservation 
Trust 

As per the adopted SWDP, OCT would support option A 
which promotes housing growth using the existing 
settlement hierarchy with development focused in 
Worcester, towns and villages. Ombersley is designated 
as Category 1 Village within the settlement hierarchy, 
which enables the development of housing sites of 
appropriate scale to address the housing need. 

Comments are noted. 
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Development should take place in sustainable locations, 
in line with adopted national planning policies. As 
above, expansion of development boundaries to 
incorporate sufficient land would also enable limited 
infill of key sites within Ombersley. 

3197  Barwood 
Strategic Land 
II 

Commensurate housing growth should be delivered 
across a range of settlements. In light of the SWDPR’s 
draft objectives (p15-16), the opportunities presented 
by existing settlements, given their access to existing 
services and facilities and transport choices, should be 
maximised. 

The SWDP recognises the existing role of Malvern in 
South Worcestershire – identifying it as a Main Town 
providing a comprehensive range of local services and 
employment opportunities, and confirms that it is a 
focus of balanced growth for the plan area (adopted 
Policy SWDP2). This role should continue within the 
SWDPR; with this approach to development continuing 
to accord with national planning policy and the local 
development objectives. 

Comments are noted. 

3213 Mr 
 
Matthew 
 
Barker 

Tewkesbury 
Borough 
Council 

Refers to the agreement for 500 dwellings to meet the 
needs of Tewkesbury to be located at Mitton in 
Wychavon District.  The site is subject to a current 
planning application and whilst consent may be grated 
before the SWDP review is adopted Tewkesbury 
Borough Council would support the allocation of the site 
in the SWDP review.  The JCS authorities will continue to 
work with the SWDP authorities, alongside the JCS 
review, to cooperate on this matter as well as any 

Comments are noted.  Cross boundary work 
will  continue to address the issues raised in this 
response. 
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further need and sustainability of additional 
development at Mitton. 

The JCS authorities would also mention that the on-
going JCS Issues and Options consultation includes, as a 
background paper, a concept master plan for 
development in the Tewkesbury area. This concept 
looks at development potential beyond the current plan 
period and it is also worth noting that this has been 
submitted to the Government’s Garden Community 
project for review. 

3221  Bellway 
Homes Ltd 

The SWDP’s existing settlements are significantly 
constrained; they will therefore be unable to meet the 
area’s full housing needs. New settlement scale 
development will provide the opportunity to create a 
critical mass able to sustainably support a new 
community through infrastructure provision. Indeed the 
SA scores new settlement scale development as the 
most sustainable option for meeting the area’s housing 
needs. 

It would ensure new residents have good access to 
educational facilities and employment opportunities as 
well as boost local economies. It would also provide 
greater scope for increasing health care provision and 
decrease the risk of development being located within 
flood zones 2 and 3. The new settlement option scores 
minor negative for transport and accessibility. There is 
the opportunity to improve this, should a new 
settlement be located near existing transport 
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infrastructure. 

In the context of the above, Bellway’s site to the south 
of Worcester Parkway Station represents a unique 
opportunity within the SWDP area to locate new 
settlement scale growth immediately adjacent to a 
transport interchange. The site has direct links to the 
station via an existing passage under the railway line to 
the east. No other sites in the area possess this level of 
connectivity with the station. 

Opportunities to provide further connections through 
the northern boundary are also being explored. 
Ultimately, a new settlement in this location can absorb 
the railway station and make it an integral element of a 
new mixed use community which maximises walking, 
cycling and public transport use (as encouraged by 
NPPF2 paragraph 102). 

We are keen to work in close partnership with the 
SWDP authorities to promote and deliver this site, 
including exploring whether the proposals could 
contribute to MHCLG’s Garden Communities 
programme. If successful, this would provide further 
funding and support for the SWDP authorities to assist 
in the design and delivery of the site. 

3633  Miller Homes 
Ltd 

The site is situated off Bronsil Drive, Malvern and 
measures approximately 26.8ha with a proposed 
capacity of 800 dwellings.  The site comprises 
agricultural fields, adjacent to the development 
boundary for Malvern, and lies wholly within the 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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Significant Gap. 

3640 Mr 
 
Richard 
 
Brown 

BFP 
Development
s LLP 

For the various reasons explored in Section 3 of these 
representations Summix submits that the most sound 
and robust strategy for the SWDPR to adopt is a 
combination of A, B, E and F. 

Noted. 

3645 Mr 
 
Richard 
 
Brown 

BFP 
Development
s LLP 

 

The development strategy should support a ‘variety’ of 
land coming forward where it is needed. It is 
acknowledged that there is a need for large scale urban 
extensions and new settlements in sustainable locations 
to come forward in order to sufficient meet the need for 
housing in South Worcestershire, however, small and 
medium sized sites can make an important contribution 
to the vitality of towns and villages in the area. 

This rep is making the case for the allocation of land to 
the south of Pershore Road in Evesham. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3649 Rebecca 
 
Birch 

Development 
Manager 
 
St Philips Ltd 

St Philips support the development strategy, as set out 
within the Issues and Options consultation, to support 
additional housing growth beyond 2021 through 
extending the plan period to 2041. Notwithstanding 
this, there are expressed concerns  regarding the 
overarching reliance on the type of allocated sites 
identified within the adopted plan to support the 
housing supply required. 

The Council has previously identified large urban 

Comments are noted. 
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extensions at the edge of Worcester to accommodate a 
large supply of housing growth. When applying the 
number of sites allocated against homes delivered, 
strategic sites have not been able to achieve the 
housing numbers as previously envisaged. 

Identifies three sites which have failed to deliver 
housing as envisaged; SWDP45/1, SWDP45/2 and 
SWDP56. 

Recent delivery trajectories for the SWC’s have 
highlighted the risk of reliance upon large sites within 
the SWDP. 

Industry wide, slow build out rates have been 
acknowledged as an important factor in housing 
delivery, where it is recognised there is a continued 
need to provide more housing on both smaller and 
larger sites to avoid land banking and undersupply. 
Understandably, over reliance on the delivery of large 
sites leads to slow build out rates influenced by 
confounding factors, as previously demonstrated, 
including; the number of development partners, 
infrastructure requirements and status of the site. It is 
therefore prudent to acknowledge the role smaller sites 
have in addressing housing shortfalls. 

Paragraph 68 of the NPPF supports the role that small 
and medium sites can make as an important 
contribution to meeting the housing requirement of an 
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area, and should work inline with this. 

Going forward, a key determinant of the District’s ability 
to accommodate growth beyond that which is required 
to meet its own objectively assessed needs, will be the 
extent of suitable land which is available and not within 
the defined Green Belt or subject to other 
environmental designations. It is therefore critical that 
additional sites in a variety of sustainable locations are 
identified for development in order to ensure that the 
level of housing that is needed to meet the project OAN 
requirement. 

Conformity with the adopted spatial strategy and 
hierarchy should be afforded significant weight in 
determining the location of strategic and non-strategic 
sites for development. Therefore the approach set out 
under options A, D and F are preferred in ensuring 
housing growth is balanced and sustainable, focusing on 
strategic patterns linked to the existing settlement 
hierarchy. 

Pursuance of housing growth in line with the 
Development Strategy in the current adopted SWDP is 
recommended to ensure development is sustainable 
and deliverable. 

3667 Rebecca 
 
Birch 

Development 
Manager 
 
St Philips Ltd 

The site is located to the south of Copcut Lane, 
Droitwich Spa and forms part of a wider area of land 
being promoted by others as part of the SWDPR.  The 
land comprises agricultural fields and measures 11.45ha 
and is bounded to the west by the Worcester railway 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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line; continuing agricultural fields south; a road to the 
east, and an existing strategic allocation to the north. 

3413 Johnson 
Brothers 

 It is considered that the new housing growth should be 
located utilising a combination of the above 
approaches. The SWDPR should include locations for 
development at Worcester and at towns and villages, as 
per the Adopted SWDP and also allocate land to allow 
for a greater proportion of housing growth in the 
villages and the towns. 

Similarly, new settlements should be supported in 
locations where it is demonstrated that the site is, or 
can be made, sustainable, whilst also considering other 
potential development constraints such as landscape, 
ecology and heritage. 

An example of such a suitable site for a new settlement 
is at Honeybourne Airfield, which is suitable for either 
employment, residential or mixed-use development, as 
set out later within this Representation. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3695 Mrs 
 
E 
 
Doran 

 Objection to development at Hayslan Fields, Malvern: 
The fields are protected greenspace, heavily used, and 
contribute to Malvern's green corridor - they should be 
safe guarded for future generations 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3704 Investing 
PLC 

Investing PLC Land is located to the south of Tagwell Road, Droitwich 
Spa and measures approximately 4.3ha. 

This site was identified as an ADR (Policy SR9) in the 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
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adopted Wychavon Local Plan. The principle of 
residential development on this site has been 
established in a statutorily adopted Local Plan. 

The land has been subject to a pre-app submission for 
the consideration of 135 dwellings. 

Preferred Options. 

 

4026 Mr 
 
Martin 
 
O'Brien 

 There is a certain logic in allocating future rural housing 
development primarily within or adjacent to the 
settlement boundaries of Category 1 villages, because of 
the level of their existing services. The precise saving in 
petrol and diesel will vary according to the overall travel 
patterns of each individual affected. 

However, the policy carries within itself the potential of 
contradicting other important/NPPF SWDP policies and 
could lead to irrational decisions. 

SWDP 25,"Landscape Character", Reasoned 
Justification", para. 1 points out the significant fact that 
landscape is an important factor in the choices that 
people make about where they live and work and that 
South Worcestershire's distinctive landscape plays an 
important role in the high quality of life of most 
residents. It is vital therefore (according to the existing 
SWDP) that the local landscape is protected, for the 
general wellbeing and the economic viability of south 
Worcestershire. 

If expansion of a Category 1 village were to spoil a site 
of high landscape value, then the expansion should not 

Comments are noted.  There is no mechanism to 
force the sale of market housing to those with a local 
connection. 
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take place, at any rate not on that site. Because: 

(i)  Those who were brought up in the village and have 
remained there to enjoy the local environment have a 
right not to be obliged to relocate elsewhere to find the 
same quality of life; 

(ii)  Those who have moved to the village precisely to 
enjoy the countryside around it also have a right not to 
be obliged to move elsewhere to preserve their quality 
of life; 

(iii)   The economically valuable tourist industry is 
damaged; 

(iv)  The District hopes to attract talented new people to 
the District through, among other things, the distinctive 
local landscape. The District would be saying, in effect: 
"Come and enjoy our distinctive local landscape. Come 
and live in a new, modern house which destroys a fine 
example of it." This would be irrational. 

More generally, the excessive reliance on Category 1 
villages to absorb more housing development changes 
the essential character of the villages concerned from 
rural to urban. Inevitably, this fundamental change 
affects the quality of life of many more individuals than 
if it had occurred in a lower category village or 
uncategorised village. The District should do more 
precise work on the "critical point" at which size of 
population in a rural settlement turns it into a stranded 
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and townless suburb, with the quality of life of its many 
countryside-loving inhabitants severely and irrevocably 
diminished. 

Schools in a Category 1 village serve a wide area. They 
were built with this very purpose in mind. It is irrational, 
therefore, to use the presence of the school(s) within 
the Category 1 village concerned as a reason for building 
more houses in it than the village itself requires or 
wishes. 

The revised NPPF continues the notion that new houses 
and facilities in rural areas should meet local needs. The 
SWDP should take "local" to have its normal meaning, 
rather than, as at present, allow new Non-Affordable 
rural housing go to the first comer who can afford it, 
without any check on where the purchaser comes from. 

3922 Eleanor 
 
Morrish 

Clerk 
 
Bishampton 
and 
Throckmorton 
Parish Council 

We have identified four possible approaches to 
development: 

 In Worcester. 
 In new settlements, where will these be located? 
 Towns and villages. 
 The Green Belt. 

Financial and other Incentives should be provided to 
encourage use of brown field land in towns and in 
Worcester. 

Housing location policy should be reviewed to allow 
development in villages which is needed to maintain 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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sustainable communities. A Policy is needed which can 
specify the housing mix in villages (with no lower 
threshold) with emphasis on smaller and lower cost 
properties. This policy should have reference to 
identified local need. 

A new settlement based on Throckmorton Airfield has 
been rejected as unsustainable in previous Local Plans. 
Previous employment policies (Econ 10) allocated the 
Airfield for light industrial use.   The Parish Council 
considers this is still the preferred use, particularly as 
existing businesses have importance for National 
Defence. 

A new settlement here would have major implications 
for local villages and for Pershore. Previous Local Plans 
have specified the need for a road linking the Airfield 
with the A44 Wyre Bypass and this would be 
essential.  However, a development of several thousand 
houses would inevitably result in far greater use of local 
roads and commuter routes to the north and south, i.e.. 
the Bishampton, Abberton, Flyford Flavel and Inkberrow 
route to Redditch: the Upton Snodsbury route to 
Worcester and M5: the Pinvin and Pershore route to 
Cheltenham would all experience very large increases in 
vehicle movement involving all vehicle types.  The local 
road network could not accommodate such increases 
without major structural changes. 

As the nearest town, Pershore would see a major 
increase in traffic on Station Road, which is already at 
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capacity as a result of the present new development. It 
is a acknowledged that there is no easy solution for 
existing congestion through road widening, particularly 
at the Worcester Road junction.  The proposed 
Northern Link over the railway which is due to be 
constructed in the immediate future will not solve this 
problem. 

4342 Mike 
 
Martin-
White 

Principal 
Planner 
 
Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Planning) 

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPT RESPONSE: 

The Public Health Directorate do not support b) or f), 
but support limited growth in villages and e) with good 
active travel links, which should be factored in to the 
space requirements of development sites and 
connected to routes beyond development sites. 

Noted. 

3400 Ms 
 
Julia 
 
Day 

Director 
 
Inchbald-Day 

The option of a greater proportion of growth generally 
in the villages in conjunction with another option a) and 
d) is supported.  This would create a dispersed pattern 
of growth where villages (including Category 4A & 4B 
villages/settlements) can provide for new types and 
tenures of housing to address needs. 

Sites next to existing large settlements should not be 
unduly favoured. New houses on the edge of towns and 
larger settlements away from services and facilities are 
not automatically more sustainable than rural locations. 
A site can be as or more sustainable within or adjacent 
to a smaller settlement if accessible to higher level 
settlements, than (say) a large new housing 
development stuck on the edge of, and away from, the 

Comments are noted. 
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existing services/facilities. 

In preparing the previously approved SWDP larger 
villages were categorized as 1,2,3, etc. and the tone of 
the policies was that smaller settlements were 
considered not appropriate for sustainable 
development. This has had the unintended 
consequence of villages not being able to support their 
own natural growth – older people downsizing but 
wishing to stay in their communities, young people and 
families seeking to stay close to families providing the 
support network that intergenerational living can 
provide. Therefore, we urge the local authorities to 
consider a wider definition of sustainability that allows 
for organic growth of the rural villages in the SWDP 
area. 

The changes to the NPPF were published in July 2018 
and the review should be inline with paras. 67, 68, and 
77. 

Small sites of this size are often suitable for Self-Build 
schemes. The Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding Act 
2015 (as amended by the Housing and Planning Act 
2016) is concerned with increasing the availability of 
land for self-build and custom housebuilding. 

In addition, (as for option 5 in relation to Employment 
Growth) the option for locating new redevelopment 
near existing and proposed rail stations should be 
considered. This is in accordance with NPPF 9. and 
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particularly paragraphs 102-104. 

3405 David 
 
Williams 

 Objects to development of sites S10, S11 and S12 
(Claines) because the land provides a buffer between 
Worcester and Fernhill Heath, it makes an important 
contribution to agriculture in Worcester, there is no 
justification to remove it from the Green Belt, large 
scale housing development would change the social and 
aesthetic character of the area, brownfield sites should 
be developed instead. 

Raises concern that once again residents are worried 
about the impact of new development on quality of life 
and property values. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3803 Mr 
 
Paul 
 
Esrich 

Manager 
 
Malvern Hills 
AONB 
Partnership 

We would welcome clarification from the SWCs as to 
whether any strategic allocations are planned for within 
the Malvern Hills AONB boundary. Given the small 
extent of AONB in Worcestershire and the proximity of 
the AONB to so much undesignated land we do not 
believe it is likely to be appropriate for strategic 
allocations to be made within the AONB. This applies to 
both residential and employment allocations. 

We would like to emphasise that any potential 
allocations in the AONB, both individually and 
collectively (including existing developments) must not 
constitute major development in the context of 
paragraph 172 and Footnote 55 of the NPPF. The AONB 
Management Plan also recognises that one of the 
biggest threats to the AONB comes from the cumulative 
impact of numbers of small developments. Whilst the 

Comments are noted.  At this stage there are no 
proposed allocations - the sites mapped are those 
which have been submitted for consideration.  The 
next consultation, the Preferred Options will set out 
the proposed development sites for consultation. 
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effect of each individual proposal may be limited, the 
cumulative effect can be significant and damaging to the 
natural beauty in the longer term (page 52 and BDP10). 

In general terms the AONB Unit will only find proposals 
acceptable where there is convincing evidence of a 
specific local housing need such as that identified 
through an affordable housing needs assessment. It 
does appear that the NPPF allows for, and supports an 
assessment of housing needs arising specifically from 
within each AONB, including within individual 
settlements in the AONB. We support this approach, 
being in line with Paragraph 11 of the NPPF which states 
that strategic policies should provide for objectively 
assessed needs for housing and other uses unless: 

"i. the application of policies in this Framework that 
protect areas or assets of particular importance 
provides a strong reason for restricting the overall scale, 
type or distribution of development in the plan area". 

Footnote 6 makes it clear that this paragraph relates to 
AONBs. 

In addition, paragraph 172 of the NPPF specifies that the 
scale and extent of development within AONBs should 
be limited. 

3455  Hallam Land 
Management 
Ltd 

HLM supports the current spatial strategy identified in 
the adopted SWDP, Option 3a, which directs growth to 
the most sustainable locations that comprise growth at 
Worcester and the larger towns and villages as directed 

Comments are noted. 
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in the currently adopted SWDP. Indeed, HLM submitted 
information as part of the SWDP’s call for sites process 
in July 2018 – for land northwest of Malvern (ref 
MHMT006 and MHMT050) which provides a real 
opportunity to contribute towards the provision of 
appropriate and sustainable growth at Malvern. 

The current SWDP accommodates significant growth at 
Worcester through large urban extensions to the City – 
whilst these allocation commitments will be rolled 
forward in the Plan review, insofar as accommodate 
additional growth needs over the longer plan period 
2041, those growth options should proceed through an 
acknowledgement of settlement hierarchy, and a 
greater proportion of growth to towns first, and 
secondly to villages ( category 1, 2 and 3 villages)– as 
presented as Option 3d. The justification being that 
larger settlements provide services and facilities and 
choice of alternative transport modes to the private car. 

3495  St Modwen 
Development
s Ltd 

Worcester offers the opportunity to accommodate a 
greater proportion of the required housing growth. 
Opportunities on the eastern side of the City Centre 
(such as at Shrub Hill Road, west of the station) and 
within the urban area heading east towards the 
motorway should be realised, including locations where 
historic employment land might be more efficiently 
used, and where previous allocations for other uses 
show little prospect of coming forward. 

A greater proportion of growth generally in and around 
the towns is also supported. For example, locations such 

Comments are noted. 
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as Evesham offer the potential – albeit on a different 
scale to Worcester – to accommodate growth through 
infilling, outward expansion, and selective alternative 
use of sites previously considered for other uses but 
which have not been brought forward, or show limited 
potential to be fully developed for such other uses. 

It is difficult to justify a Green Belt release in these 
circumstances, and equally it is difficult to make a case 
for a new settlement. The already planned, and much 
delayed, urban extensions should be given the chance 
to become established before major new competing 
sites, in peripheral locations, are allowed to progress. 

3730 Mrs 
 
Jo 
 
Adams 

Clerk 
 
Upton Upon 
Severn Town 
Council 

The Council welcomes new housing provision in the 
parish, both larger developments and infill 
developments. Developments that are sympathetic to 
the existing character of the area are particularly 
welcome. The Council would like to see infrastructure 
considerations for new builds to include: the provision 
of electric charging points for electric cars; renewable 
sources of energy as part of the build e.g. air source 
heat pumps, ground source heat pumps and 
sympathetically designed photovoltaic cells on roofs. 
Also, for larger developments or any new or improved 
roads the provision of cycle paths as standard. 

Comments are noted.  The specific design and 
infrastructure comments will be considered in 
drafting the relevant policies. 

4190 Sue 
 
Green 

Home 
Builders 
Federation 
Ltd 

As set out in the 2018 NPPF the strategic policies of the 
SWDPR should work inline with paras. 23, 67, 68, 73, & 
74. 

A combination of Options 3a to 3e is considered the 

Comments are noted.  Consideration will be given to 
the need to over allocate as the numbers become 
clearer and the sites are fully assessed.  It is 
important to remember that plan reviews will be 
more frequent (every 5 years) therefore allowing the 
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most appropriate and sustainable approach to meeting 
housing needs in the SWDPR. The proposed distribution 
of housing should meet the housing needs of both 
urban and rural communities. 

The HBF recommends that a flexibility contingency 
should be applied to the overall housing land supply 
(HLS) in order that the SWDPR is responsive to changing 
circumstances, treats the housing requirement as a 
minimum rather than a maximum and provides choice 
as well as competition in the land market. The HBF 
acknowledge that there can be no numerical formula to 
determine the appropriate quantum for a flexibility 
contingency but if the SWDPR is highly dependent upon 
one or relatively few large strategic sites, settlements or 
localities then greater numerical flexibility is necessary 
than if the HLS is more diversified. For the Councils to 
maximize housing delivery the widest possible range of 
sites by size and market location is required so that 
small local, medium regional and large national house 
building companies have access to suitable land in order 
to offer the widest possible range of products. The HBF 
always suggests as large a contingency as possible (at 
least 20%) because as any proposed contingency 
becomes smaller so any built-in flexibility reduces. If 
during the SWDPR Examination any of the Councils 
assumptions on lapse rates, windfall allowances and 
delivery rates become adjusted or any proposed 
housing site allocations are found unsound so any 
proposed contingency erodes. 

flexibility to respond to under delivery and that there 
are other measures, including the Brownfield Land 
Register, Permission in Principle and extended 
permitted development rights which increase the 
likelihood of windfall delivery. 

3514  Maximus The site is located approximately 4 km north-east of the The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
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City of Worcester and extends to 13.24ha (gross) with a 
developable area of 8ha. The site comprises agricultural 
land (Grade 3) and is currently used for open grazing 
and other incidental farming related operations. The 
site is bounded in the west by the B4850 Blackpole 
Road, in the north by Barbourne Brook with the A449 
and its slip roads beyond and in the south by the 
Worcester and Birmingham Canal. There is pasture land 
to the east of the site and two semi-detached houses 
abut the south-west boundary. 

It is proposed to bring the site forward as a high quality 
employment site with a mix of employment uses. The 
site is capable of accommodating a range of user 
requirements within Use Classes B1, B2 and B8 with a 
total floor space of up to 18,580 sq.m (200,000 sqft). 

specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3595  North Oak 
Homes 

We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

Comments are noted. 

3624  Miller Homes 
Ltd 

Option 3 sets out a number of more specific locations 
where new housing growth could be located. As set out 
in the IOD, options 3a and 3d offer good opportunities 

Comments are noted. 

P
age 148

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3595.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3624.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

to direct growth towards the most sustainable locations, 
as well as assist in meeting the needs and urban and 
rural households and ensuring that new development, 
in particular housing, can be brought forward in a timely 
manner. A good means of doing this is to identify and 
allocate sites in edge of town locations that can be 
integrated into existing settlements, but which also 
offer opportunities to improve access to local facilities 
for the wider community. 

3821 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

Noted 

4020  Richborough 
Estates 

This rep promotes two specific sites in Broadway and 
Droitwich throughout. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4149  Richborough 
Estates 

We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 

Noted. 
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SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

3732 Mr 
 
John 
 
Fleming 

Gladman 
Development
s 

The primary purpose of this rep appears to be to 
promote sites at Astley Cross and Kempsey but the 
following comments are relevant to option 3. 

Gladman consider that a combination of the approaches 
set out in option 3 would be most appropriate for 
meeting housing need identified in the SWDPR. This 
would ensure that the SWDPR is not relying solely on 
one type of site or a limited number of locations across 
the authority areas. 

Whilst Gladman believe a new settlement could be a 
key part of this strategy this would need to be in 
combination with significant growth to the towns and 
villages. 

A wide variety of sites in a wide range of locations 
ensures all types of housebuilders have access to 
suitable land which in turn increases delivery. 

There are a number of urban areas immediately on the 
boundary of the plan area. Gladman consider that 
sustainable sites in the plan area, on the edge of urban 
areas in neighbouring authority areas, should be 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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considered to accommodate housing growth to meet 
local needs. 

3622 Mr 
 
Richard 
 
Brown 

BFP 
Development
s LLP 

Provides background information relating to the 
promotion of a specific site. 

Comments are noted and will be considered as part 
of the Strategic Housing and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment site assessments. 

3666 Summix Ltd  Summix submits that the most sound and robust 
strategy for the SWDPR to adopt is a combination of A, 
B, E and F. The broad location for B should be around 
the Worcester Parkway Station and for E and F logical 
appropriate scaled sites, where release from the Green 
Belt is justifiable to deliver sustainable patterns of 
development, sites such as Claines should be pursued. 

Comments are noted. 

3650 Summix Ltd  Provides background information relating to the 
promotion of a specific site. 

Comments are noted and will be considered as part 
of the Strategic Housing and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment site assessments. 

3668 Mr 
 
Keith 
 
Williams 

 I wish to formally object to any part of Claines Greenbelt 
S10,S11,and S12 being considered for new housing.  The 
sites should remain as Green Belt to stop North 
Worcester merging with Fernhill, to 
prevent  unacceptable  urban sprawl from Kempsey to 
Martin Hussingtree , an unacceptable ribbon 
development, to protect valuable farming land and to 
protect an important local recreational facility. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3670 Ella 
 
Hammond 

Bovis Homes This rep is seeking the allocation of land at Bays 
Meadow, Droitwich, but the following is the response to 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
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option 3. 

Bovis Homes consider that a greater proportion of 
growth should generally be focused in the towns 
(Option D). 

Bovis Homes also considers that the SWDPR should be 
informed by a comprehensive review of the Green Belt 
against its fundamental aim and functions as set out in 
the NPPF. This is necessary to consider whether sites in 
sustainable locations that make a limited contribution 
to the aim and functions of the Green Belt are 
appropriate for release. 

Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3676 Ella 
 
Hammond 

Bovis Homes Bovis Homes consider that a greater proportion of 
growth should generally be focused in the towns 
(Option D). The towns of South Worcestershire are 
locations that benefit from good access to services and 
employment. They also have more available suitable 
land that can be allocated for urban expansion. Bovis 
Homes also considers that the SWDPR should be 
informed by a comprehensive review of the Green Belt 
against its fundamental aim and functions as set out in 
the NPPF. This is necessary to consider whether sites in 
sustainable locations that make a limited contribution 
to the aim and functions of the Green Belt are 
appropriate for release. 

Comments are noted.  A Green belt Study is being 
undertaken, stage 1 was published alongside the 
Issues and Options consultation and stage 2 will be 
published to support the Preferred Options. 

3755  S Guy and 
Sons Ltd 

This rep is seeking the allocation of a site in Lower 
Moor. The following comment however is about option 
3. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
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Whilst supporting option a it should be in conjunction 
with option c and particularly where there has been a 
review of the criteria for village selection given todays 
technology and requirements in villages. 

Preferred Options. 

3759 Pak Mecca 
Meats Ltd 

 This rep is seeking the allocation of land at Hadzor but 
the following is the response to option 3. 

In respect of Option 3, our client considers Options A 
and D to be most appropriate, which would direct 
housing growth across South Worcestershire, focused 
primarily in and around Worcester City and the main 
towns of Droitwich Spa, Evesham and Malvern. 

Similar to our position above in respect of Option 1 ‘The 
overall development strategy’, Options A and D of 
Option 3 would result in residents being located in areas 
with access to sustainable transport options such as bus 
or rail, which would help to decrease the reliance on 
personal car use. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4303 Mike 
 
Martin-
White 

Principal 
Planner 
 
Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Planning) 

TRANSPORT DEPT RESPONSE: 

Whilst all the proposed options for the location of 
housing growth have merit we offer the following 
observations; 

The current SWDP growth has worked well, but 
infrastructure limitations particularly on the transport 
network mean that this may no longer be appropriate 
for the future, without considerable and possibly 
unviable levels of further investment in the highway 

Comments are noted. 
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network. 

Growth in new towns or settlements, located close to 
rail stations as the primary form of transport would 
have considerable merit. They would need to be of 
sufficient size to support the required infrastructure 
including new schools, health facilities and be located 
near to appropriate roads and main routes. These 
routes would need to have capacity or the ability to be 
upgraded with minimum investment. 

Option C and D which represent dispersed growth are 
not favoured by WCC as an infrastructure provider as 
they would place strain on the transport networks, in 
multiple locations resulting in a large number of 
investments being required across the network, without 
which there is likely to be an increase in congestion 
across the network. 

We support further growth in Worcester, as part of 
increasing densities and regeneration, but question the 
wider ability of the city to growth within its boundaries. 

3817  Christ Church, 
Oxford 

A combination of Options may most appropriately allow 
for sufficient flexibility in delivery of housing growth. 

Development should take place in sustainable locations, 
in line with adopted national planning policies. The 
adopted SWDP provides a settlement hierarchy based 
on sustainability credentials. This approach is consistent 
with the thrust of relevant national policies, and should 
continue to inform the location of new growth in 

Noted. 
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Wychavon District, and across the wider SWDP plan 
area. 

3829 Mrs 
 
M A 
 
Hickling 

 Strongly opposes development at Middle Battenhall 
Farm 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

3848 Prof 
 
Eric 
 
Jakeman 

 This rep opposes the allocation of site CFS0905, 
Guarlford Road, Malvern. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3914 Mr and Mrs 
 
Croxton 

 The NPPF 2018 sets out how authorities should through 
their strategic policies identify specific deliverable sites 
for years 1-5 of the plan period and specific, 
developable sites or broad locations for growth, for 
years 6-10 and, where possible, for years 11-15 of the 
plan period (paragraph 67). In this case, as Tesni are 
working with the sole owners, and there are no 
restrictive covenants or access issues (unlike other 
promoted sites around Tenbury Wells), this site could 
be considered for deliverable in the first five years of 
the plan. 

Comments are noted.  All of the sites allocated will 
need to be deliverable. 

3856 Paresh 
 
Laxhman 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Group 

Housing growth should utilise a number of approaches. Noted 
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4418 Mr 
 
Stuart 
 
Carter 

Clerk 
 
Evesham 
Town Council 

ETC would prefer new development to be concentrated 
in new settlements and garden villages (choice b), 
rather than continuing to expand existing towns. The 
area around Worcester Parkway Railway Station would 
be a good location for a new settlement, befitting from 
convenient road and rail access to Worcester and the 
wider West Midlands. 

Noted. 

3866  Warwickshire 
College 

Favour Option A, however given the Worcester Urban 
Extensions have yet to make a significant contribution, 
would favour a proportionate increase on smaller and 
medium sizes sites in the more sustainable settlements, 
such as Pershore. 

Whilst new settlements deliver new housing in the 
longer term, we oppose the introduction of new 
settlements given the inherent problems in bringing 
forward such schemes. 

Noted. 

3878 Mr 
 
Philip 
 
Addison 

 This rep is seeking the allocation of Middle Battenhall 
Farm and surrounding land as a green space 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3892 Mr 
 
Robert 
 
Baker 

 Representations relate to land promoted for 
development in and around Guarlford.  Opposes 
development in Malvern beyond that which already 
forms part of the adopted SWDP because Malvern has 
special qualities and significant extra housing will 
change the character of the town. 

Comments are noted.  Where relevant site specific 
comments will be taken into account in the Strategic 
Housing and Employment Land Availability 
Assessment and as part of the allocations process. 
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Suggests that new development is unnecessary in South 
Worcestershire but if it goes ahead it should be 
restricted to the creation of a new settlement. 

3916 Mr 
 
Collis 
 
Tideswell 

 Sites should not be allocated along the Guarlford Road 
as this would have an unacceptable impact on views to 
and from the Malvern Hills. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3930  Limes 
Development
s Ltd 

In relation to Option 3, we support increasing the 
proportion of development directed to villages 
generally, particularly Category 1 settlements where 
new development can play a valuable role in supporting 
local services and facilities, and generating local 
economic growth. 

Noted. 

4045 Mr. 
 
Peter 
 
Tidmarsh 

Member 
 
Stockton 
Parish 
Meeting 

Stockton on Teme has been categorised as a category 
4B village, and ‘impractical or undesirable’ new 
developments should not be sanctioned. Areas between 
rural isolated buildings, should not be filled in. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

4001  Richborough 
Estates 

We consider that the SWDPR should allocate sufficient 
land in the first instance to meet SWDP’s identified 
housing need, and the wider regional need, with a 
sufficient buffer to provide flexibility, as set out in 
Paragraphs 23, 73 and 74 of the revised NPPF. 

As such, we consider that Options C, D and F be utilised 
in the first instance, given they will provide the most 

Comments are noted.  A green belt Study is being 
undertaken and will inform the preferred Options. 

It is important to remember that plan reviews will be 
more frequent (every 5 years) therefore allowing the 
flexibility to respond to under delivery and that there 
are other measures, including the Brownfield Land 
Register, Permission in Principle and extended 
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sustainable growth. Opportunities for significant growth 
at Worcester are limited to its tight administrative 
boundary. Thus, there is a need to accommodate more 
growth in sustainable towns and villages and a need for 
a Green Belt review to ensure that there is planned 
growth in the most sustainable locations and that the 
Green Belt does not act as an artificial constraint. 

The SWDP should also ensure that sufficient land is 
identified to meet the housing need with a suitable 
buffer, to provide flexibility and to allow for growth 
throughout the Plan Period. 

permitted development rights which increase the 
likelihood of windfall delivery. 

3936  Madresfield We favour Option A, however, given that the major 
urban extensions at Malvern and Worcester have yet to 
make a significant contribution to development we 
would favour a proportionate increase in the amount of 
development at Malvern to ensure the future needs of 
the residents of Malvern are met in full. 

We consider that the lower order settlements, as 
identified in the existing SWDP should not make any 
contribution given their lack of sustainability. 

We do not favour the introduction of new settlements 
given the inherent problems and time delays in bringing 
forward such schemes. 

Comment's are noted. 

3956 ehB Reeves ehB Reeves Support for options C, D and F as these will provide the 
most sustainable growth. As opportunities for growth at 
Worcester are limited there is a need to accommodate 
more growth in sustainable towns and villages and a 

Comments are noted. 
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need for Green Belt review to ensure that there is 
planned growth in the most sustainable locations. 

The SWDP should also ensure that sufficient land is 
identified to meet the housing need with a suitable 
buffer, to provide flexibility and to allow for growth 
throughout the Plan Period. 

4030  Platform 
Housing 
Group 

We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

Noted. 

4058 Jim 
 
Hidderley 

Wildgoose 
Rural Training 
& Nature 
Reserve 

Representation makes comment referring to the 
proposed housing development between Hallow and 
Bransford; what the 'Wildgoose Rural Training'  and 
nature reserve can offer and the importance to the 
proposed development. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

4299 Summix Ltd  Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
of the SHELAA. 
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3719 Mr 
 
John 
 
Fleming 

Gladman 
Development
s 

The SWDPR needs to ensure that it provides a sufficient 
supply and mix of housing sites in order to deliver the 
necessary scale of housing across the area over the 
course of the plan period. A combination of all 
approaches would be most suitable in achieving this. 

In allocating sites in the SWDPR the Council need to be 
mindful that to maximise housing supply the widest 
possible range of sites by size and market location are 
required so that housebuilders of all types and sizes 
have access to suitable land in order to offer the widest 
possible range of products. 

Sustainable sites in the plan area, on the edge of urban 
areas in neighbouring authority areas, should be 
considered to accommodate housing growth to meet 
local needs. Stourport on Severn is a clear example of 
where this should be considered given that the 
settlement is constrained by Green Belt within the Wyre 
Forest area. 

The Wider Worcester Area was the location of growth 
to provide for Worcester’s needs within the adopted 
plan. The allocations have had issues with delivery, 
alternatives should be considered given the current 
issues with delivery. The Council should over allocate in 
order to provide flexibility and contingency for instances 
when sites do not come forward as envisaged. 

Comments are noted.  The need for a range of sites 
to be allocated to deliver the housing number is 
acknowledged. 

4074  Newland 
Homes 

We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

Noted 
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a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

4096 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
of the SHELAA. 

4098 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
of the SHELAA. 

4100 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
of the SHELAA. 

4102 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
of the SHELAA. 
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4108 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support the 
promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
of the SHELAA. 

4127 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

The most sound and robust strategy for the SWDPR to 
adopt is a combination of A, B, E and F. The broad 
location for B should be around the Worcester Parkway 
Station and for E and F logical appropriate scaled sites, 
where release from the Green Belt is justifiable to 
deliver sustainable patterns of development, sites such 
as Claines should be pursued. 

Noted. 

3733  The Southall 
Trustees 

 The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3737  The Southall 
Trustees 

Whilst supporting bullet point a, it would be in 
conjunction with bullet point c and particularly where 
there have been a review of the criteria for village 
selection given today's technology and requirements in 
villages. 

Noted. 

3752 Ms 
 
Nikki 
 
Harrison 

 We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 

Noted. 
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villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

4114  Piper Homes We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) 
and scale). 

Noted 

4230 David 
 
Meredith 

 This rep is seeking the designation of Middle Battenhall 
Farm as green space in the SWDP review. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4254  Gallagher 
Estates 
Limited 

It is considered that the new housing growth should be 
located utilising a number of approaches. The SWDPR 
should include locations for development at Worcester 
and at towns and villages, as per the Adopted SWDP and 
also allocate land to allow for a greater proportion of 
housing growth in the villages and the towns. 

Noted. 

3768  S Guy and 
Sons Ltd 

Whilst supporting bullet point a. it would be in 
conjunction with bullet point c. in particularly where 
there have been a review of the criteria for village 

Noted 
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selection given today's technology and requirements in 
villages. 

3802  Christ Church, 
Oxford 

This rep is promoting a number of sites but the 
following is relevant to option 3. 

A combination of options may most appropriately allow 
for sufficient flexibility in delivery of housing growth. 
The SWDP settlement hierarchy should continue to 
inform the location of new development. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3842 Mrs 
 
E 
 
Sansome 

 Objects to removal of Green Belt in Claines for 
development, as it needs to be preserved to protect 
Worcester from joining up with Fernhill Heath and it 
acts as a green lung around Worcester. 

Noted. 

3913 Mr and Mrs 
 
Croxton 

 A modest change to the development boundary of 
Tenbury Wells (to include Land at Terrills Lane) would 
allow for sustainable development and growth of the 
thriving town. Furthermore, Land at Terrills Lane 
benefits from being located on the south side of the 
town and is not constrained by issues of flood risk, 
landscape and access issues. 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3915 Mr and Mrs 
 
Croxton 

 This rep is seeking the allocation of a site at Terrills 
Lane, Tenbury Wells the following comment however is 
about option 3. 

Option a . At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the 
adopted SWDP), Option d. A greater proportion of 
growth generally in the towns; coupled with boundary 
review of defined settlements. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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3855 Paresh 
 
Laxhman 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Group 

This rep is seeking the allocation of land at Defford 
Road, Pershore, the following comment however is 
specifically about option 3. 

It is considered that the new housing growth should be 
located utilising a number of approaches. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site specific 
comments will be taken into account in the Strategic Housing 
Land and Employment Land Availability Assessment and in 
determining the Preferred Options. 

4332 Cllr 
 
Liz 
 
Eyre 

Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Broadway 
Division) 

At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). - No too congested already unless in the town 
on brownfield sites 

At a new settlement(s)/garden village(s); please 
indicate broad location and size. - Read Deserted (Lost) 
Medieval Villages in the West Midlands – see if a site 
could be found 

A greater proportion of growth generally in the villages 
- particularly smaller villages to sustain community but 
taking into account flood risks, road limitations, setting. 

A greater proportion of growth generally in the towns. 
– No towns gridlocked currently 

A greater proportion of growth at Worcester (please 
indicate broad locations). It could take growth in some 
parts 

In the Green Belt (please indicate broad location(s) and 
scale). No Green belt important 

Comments are noted. 

3891 Society of 
Merchant 

 In respect of the majority of the options (A, C, D, E, F) 
presented for discussion, we consider that these will not 

Comments are noted. 
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Venturers deal adequately with the needs as identified in the 
Issues and Options Consultation Paper for both 
residential and commercial requirements without 
significant adverse impacts e.g. upon the floodplain, 
infrastructure, rural character of towns and villages, the 
Green Belt etc. 

Therefore the SMV supports further consideration of 
Option B which seeks to identify a new settlement(s) 
/Garden Village(s). such as the development we are 
promoting at Defford. 

3903 Mr 
 
Alan 
 
Tidy 

 Opposes development at Middle Battenhall Farm and 
requests site is designated as Local Green Space. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3909 Mrs 
 
Anne 
 
Dicks 

 Supports the notion of a new settlement at a brownfield 
site. 

Development in Guarlford is opposed and any 
development on Chance Lane will have an adverse 
impact to the 'gateway' to Malvern. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3907 Mr 
 
Malcolm 
 
Dicks 

 Supports the notion of a new settlement at a brownfield 
site. 

Development in Guarlford is opposed and any 
development on Chance Lane will have an adverse 
impact to the 'gateway' to Malvern. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

3919 Mrs  Development opposed on: Guarlford Road and  the The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
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Stacey 
 
Tideswell 

Madresfield/Chance Lane/Hall Green areas. 

The area needs protecting and the infrastructure is 
unsuitable for development. 

specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4480 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Land at Temple Laugherne, west of Worcester is being 
promoted for the delivery of circa. 1400 dwellings and 
associated works. 

The site comprises (and benefits from being) the 
northern section of the Strategic Urban Extension 
identified under policy SWDP 45/2 of the adopted 
SWDP. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

4510 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Land to the south of Temple Laugherne Fruit Processing 
Factory is being promoted as employment land as part 
of the SWDPR.  The site lies adjacent to the western 
edge of the strategic allocation at Worcester Urban 
Extension west (SWDP 45/2) measuring 5.3ha and 
comprising agricultural fields. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4490 FA 
 
Herbert 

 Most strongly object to any further development in the 
Claines Green Belt at any time. Specifically, no building 
in land parcels S10, S11, S12. The Green Belt must be 
protected to stop North Worcester merging with 
Fernhill Heath. 

WR3 residents have already been affected with big 
estates on Gwilliams Farm plots. The traffic is appalling, 
the new street lights give off light pollution, the traffic is 
choking with particles, the noise of the traffic is awful. 
Leave Claines Green Belt corridor alone. WR3 have done 

The comments are noted.  Where relevant site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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our bit to help with housing crisis. Build in WR5 where 
there is open space, good road system, M5 access and 
no established residents. 

4057  Platform 
Housing 
Group 

This rep is seeking the allocation of land at Pickersleigh 
Grove but the following is the response to option 3. 

We consider in response to the above that the following 
combination is most appropriate: 

a. At Worcester, towns and villages (as per the adopted 
SWDP). 

c. A greater proportion of growth generally in the 
villages. 

f. In the Green Belt 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4516 St Philips Ltd St Philips Ltd St Philips support the development strategy, as set out 
within the Issues and Options consultation. 
Notwithstanding this, there are concerns regarding the 
overarching reliance on the type of allocated sites 
identified within the adopted plan to support the 
housing supply required. 

The current SWDP is overly reliant on urban extensions. 
Smaller site allocations should be favoured over further 
major urban extensions. Such an approach is supported 
by NPPF para 68. 

Going forward, a key determinant of the District’s ability 
to accommodate growth beyond that which is required 

Comments are noted. 
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to meet its own objectively assessed needs, will be the 
extent of suitable land which is available and not within 
the defined Green Belt or subject to other 
environmental designations. It is therefore critical that 
additional sites in a variety of sustainable locations are 
identified for development in order to ensure that the 
level of housing that is needed to meet the project OAN 
requirement. 

Pursuance of housing growth in line with the 
Development Strategy in the current adopted SWDP is 
recommended to ensure development is sustainable 
and deliverable. Conformity with the adopted spatial 
strategy and hierarchy should be afforded significant 
weight in determining the location of strategic and non-
strategic sites for development. Therefore the approach 
set out under options A, D and F are preferred. 

4526 St Philips Ltd St Philips Ltd Land at Pridzor Road, Droitwich Spa is being promoted 
for the delivery of circa. 22 dwellings on a site 
measuring 3.4ha. 

The site comprises a field adjacent to Pridzor Woods in 
the vicinity of the Grade II listed Chateau Impney 
Hotel.  The land lies wholly within the West Midlands 
Greenbelt and wholly outside of a defined development 
boundary. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

4099 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
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of the SHELAA. 

4101 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
of the SHELAA. 

4103 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in response to 
each question in the Issues and Options Paper have been 
summarised and responded to.  The site promotion 
information will be considered as part of the SHELAA. 

4109 Wychbold 
Developmen
ts LLP 

Wychbold 
Development
s Ltd 

Provides significant background information to support 
the promotion of a site. 

Comments are noted.  Representations made in 
response to each question in the Issues and Options 
Paper have been summarised and responded to.  The 
site promotion information will be considered as part 
of the SHELAA. 

4215 Mr 
 
M 
 
Tredwell 

 It is considered that the new housing growth should be 
located utilising a number of approaches. The SWDPR 
should include locations for development at Worcester 
and at towns and villages, as per the Adopted SWDP and 
also allocate land to allow for a greater proportion of 
housing growth in the villages and the towns. 

Noted. 

4247 Mr 
 
M 
 
Tredwell 

 Land at Littlebrook Nurseries, Station Road, Bretforton, 
is promoted for residential development, inclusive of 
significant areas of green infrastructure, including public 
open space and a pedestrian link to the adjoining 
recreation ground. 

The site measures 2.49ha and is situated on the north 
western edge of the village, comprising three parcels of 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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land that formed the former nursery. 

4211 Mr 
 
Richard 
 
Salmon 

 This rep opposes development of Middle and Upper 
Battenhall Farms and seeks the designation of this area 
as green space. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4257 Exeter 
College, 
Oxford 

Exeter 
College, 
Oxford 

This rep is seeking the allocation of three sites to the 
south of Droitwich, but the following is relevant to 
option 3. 

In respect of the overall development strategy, Exeter 
College maintains that development should take place 
in accordance with national planning policies relating to 
the delivery of sustainable development. At this stage, 
all options currently proposed should be considered. 
This includes a continuation of the adopted SWDP 
strategy, alongside growth in sustainable locations not 
previously identified in the adopted SWDP. For example, 
development on the edge of existing settlements 
represents a sustainable approach to housing delivery, 
and should be viewed as such by officers when 
considering the amount and location of development in 
their assessment of preferred options. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4410 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Supportive of the current development strategy. 
Recognises that the point of the joint plan is to 
overcome the fact that Worcester can not meet its own 
housing need.  Considers that a new settlement is 
unrealistic because it would be difficult to identify a site 
that would genuinely support the role of Worcester 

Comments are noted.  The assumption is that the 
majority of the current allocations will continue - 
these will only be removed where it can no longer be 
demonstrated that they are 
deliverable.  However, the increasing annual housing 
requirement and the fact that the SWDP Review 
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both in terms of its current planning policy designation 
and to be in accordance with the vision.  Consider that 
growth should be provided in an urban extension to the 
West of Worcester and that growth should also be 
directed towards towns and larger villages. 

covers an additional 10 year period means that sites 
need to be allocated to meet the requirement for 
approximately 14,000 additional dwellings. 

4503 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

The site adjoins and is contiguous with the existing west 
of Worcester urban extension (SWDP 45/2) and 
measures 178.76ha. 

The land concerned lies within the administrative area 
of Malvern Hills District, which its boundaries are 
formed by existing hedgerows and hedge trees with 
small areas of semi-mature trees in the western part of 
the site. The site is eminently suitable to accommodate 
residential development through a modest and logical 
extension of the town to the west of the existing 
settlement. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

4495 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes are supportive of the current development 
strategy, which is based on accommodating the majority 
of growth at Worcester. Bloor believe that the majority 
of new housing growth should be provided for by a 
sustainable urban extension to the City. Bloor are also of 
the view that whilst Worcester City is the appropriate 
focus for new homes, growth must continue to be 
directed to towns such as Evesham and larger villages 
such as Drakes Broughton. 

We fully support Option 3a and 3e. 

Comments are noted. 

4457 Mr Campaign to 1. We prefer the existing strategy. Comments are noted. 
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Peter 
 
King 

Protect Rural 
England 

2. We oppose new settlements. 
3. Growth of some villages may be beneficial but 

consideration should always be given to the 
preferences of the villagers and parish 
representatives and to any submitted 
Neighbourhood Plan, rather than a top-down 
approach from SWDP. 

4. We would support this. 
5. NPPF requires that the use of Green Belt should 

only be in “Exceptional Circumstances” It is 
unlikely that the Exceptional Circumstances test 
would be passed. 

4525 St Philips Ltd St Philips Ltd The site comprises approximately 12 hectares of 
agricultural land lying to the south west of Droitwich 
bounded by Chawson Lane to the north and west, 
Worcester rail line to the east and Copcut Lane to the 
south. 

An outline planning application was previously 
submitted as part of the previous development plan, for 
the erection of up to 163 dwellings.  the application was 
subsequently withdrawn due to technical issues 
involving timescales. 

The Vision Document sets out the sites sustainability 
credentials and examines it’s abilities to accommodate 
development of up to 140 residential dwellings with 
consideration to existing environmental and highway 
related impacts. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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4527 St Philips Ltd St Philips Ltd Land is promoted at Tagwell Road, Droitwich Spa for 
residential development. 

The site comprises approximately 4.7 hectares of 
agricultural land lying to the south east of Droitwich 
Town Centre. The Council will be aware, through the 
preceding evidence base to the now adopted South 
Worcestershire Development Plan, that an outline 
planning application was submitted in December 2012 
for the erection of up to 103 residential dwellings and 
determined in March 2013. The application was 
subsequently refused on three grounds; insufficient 
evidence in supporting documentation to comply with 
Worcestershire County Council requirements for 
transport monitoring and access arrangements, absence 
of a legal agreement to secure the provision of 
affordable housing and sector contributions and 
unacceptable levels of noise exposure due to the 
proximity of the site to the motorway. 

The Vision Document sets out the sites sustainability 
credentials and examines it’s abilities to accommodate 
development of approximately 80 residential dwellings 
with consideration to existing environmental and 
highway related impacts. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 

 

4531 Mr 
 
A 
 
Wheelwright 

 Ticked A, but not in villages. 

Ticked D. 

This rep opposes the allocation of land at Green Lane 
Naunton. 

The comments are noted - Where relevant, site 
specific comments will be taken into account in the 
Strategic Housing Land and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment and in determining the 
Preferred Options. 
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Residential Space Standards 

57 Prosser  The SWDPR should only apply National Space Standard 
to new dwellings which are not created by the 
conversion of existing buildings. 

Support for option b noted 

101 Mr 
 
Matthew 
 
Blackbourn 

 The SWDPR should apply the Nationally Described Space 
Standards to all new dwellings including conversions of 
existing buildings. 

Support for option a noted 

178 Mrs 
 
Janet 
 
Blackbourn 

 The SWDPR should apply the Nationally Described Space 
Standards to all new dwellings including conversions of 
existing buildings. No one should have to live in a rabbit 
hutch with nowhere to put their belongings. 

Comments and support for option a noted 

369 Mr 
 
Peter 
 
Morgan 

 Blank rep. Blank rep 

371 Mr 
 
Peter 
 
Morgan 

 Option "a". Support for option a noted 

370 Mr 
 
Peter 
 

 Blank rep. Blank rep 
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Morgan 

1465 Mrs 
 
Ann 
 
Boulter 

 b 

 

Support for option b noted 

420 Mrs 
 
Shelagh 
 
Thorne 

 Option a. Support for option a noted 

717 Cllr 
 
Margaret 
 
Rowley 

Vice Chair 
 
Tibberton 
Parish Council 

b.  The National Space Standard should be applied to 
new dwellings.  The conversion of existing buildings may 
not be able to meet the standard. 

Support for option b noted 

588 West 
Midlands 
HARP 
Planning 

West 
Midlands 
HARP 
Planning 
Consortium 

The implementation of the National Space Standards is 
problematic where this is not applied across all tenures 
of new C3 residential development; we recommend that 
if the Councils decide to implement this that it should 
be applied across all tenures. This should be thoroughly 
reviewed through direct discussion with local 
developers and with a rigorous viability appraisal to 
ensure that the practical use of the policy will help 
deliver better quality housing, and more of it without 
squeezing overall delivery of affordable housing. This 
will be particularly important to test alongside any new 
density standards. 

Comments noted 
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664 Mrs 
 
Faye 
 
Dearden 

 A Support for option a noted 

1112 Mrs 
 
Katharine 
 
Harris 

 Apply the Nationally Described Space Standards to 
all new dwellings including conversions of existing 
buildings. 

Support for option a noted 

920 Mr 
 
Martin 
 
Pollard 

 Blank entry Blank entry 

966 Mrs 
 
Gillian 
 
Pawson 

Vale of 
Evesham Civic 
Society 

 
 
a. Yes, to ensure a basic minimum for all 
accommodation 

b. No 

c. No 

Support for option a and objection to options b and c 
noted 

2604 Rosamund 
 
Worrall 

Historic 
Environment 
Planning 
Adviser 
 
Historic 

Comments made are generic and not really applicable to 
Residential Space Standards 

Noted 
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England 

2433 Mr 
 
Dean 
 
Clarke 

 A: It seems that often our standards are Lower than in 
the past . I would support the imposition of the highest 
standard that national regulation permits. 

Comments and support for option a noted 

2524 Mrs 
 
C 
 
Shinner 

Clerk 
 
North Claines 
Parish Council 

Option (b), the SWDPR should apply the Nationally 
Described Standard to all new dwellings to ensure that 
all occupiers have sufficient space within these newly 
built properties. It may not be viable to provide these 
Standards when converting existing buildings. 

Comments and support for option b noted 

2277 Jacqui 
 
Barker 

Clerk 
 
Leigh and 
Bransford 
Parish Council 

Option 14a should be adopted. 

b) National Space Standard should not apply to 
individual extensions, adaptations, but should apply to 
conversion to multiple occupancy. 

Comments and support for option a noted. 

2362 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Kemerton 
Parish Council 

We think it is desirable that houses should not become 
more and more cramped and would therefore advocate 
b. 

Comments and support for option b noted 

3075 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Childswickha
m Parish 
Council 

B Support for option b noted 

1839 Mrs 
 

Town Clerk 
 

Option (b), the SWDPR should apply the Nationally 
Described Standard to all new dwellings to ensure that 

Support for option b noted 
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Linda 
 
Blake 

Malvern Town 
Council 

all occupiers have sufficient space within these newly 
built properties. 

3557 Mr 
 
David 
 
Harrison 

 I believe in both option a and option b – as all properties 
and rooms for new builds and also extensions should be 
built to an acceptable standard. 

Support for options and b noted 

1298 Rebecca 
 
Mitchell 

Planning 
Director 
 
Barwood 
Development 
Securities Ltd 

It is submitted that the introduction of the Nationally 
Described Space Standard would have a significant 
detrimental effect on the efficiency of land use within 
the South Worcestershire area, irrespective of whether 
it is applied to new dwellings or dwellings created by 
conversions. It is considered that the Standard may have 
an impact on the viability of development and should 
only be introduced where its application can be 
justified, in accordance with footnote 46 of Paragraph 
127 of the NPPF. 

Comments noted. 

1189 Mr 
 
Jonathan 
 
Prior 

Chairman 
 
Earls Croome 
Parish Council 

b only. Support for option b noted 

1352 Mr 
 
A 
 
Smith 

Custom Land 
Limited 

Residential space standards should be in accordance 
with national policy and guidance 

Comments noted 
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1919 Mr 
 
Duncan 
 
Andrews 

West Country 
Development
s Ltd 

c) should be the approach Support for option c noted 

1397 Ms 
 
Kate 
 
Andrew 

Councillor 
 
Abberley 
Parish Council 

Option b is preferred. Support for option b noted. 

2153 Simon 
 
Vick 

Platform 
Housing 
Group 

Platform Housing Group are generally required to build 
to National space standards to enable them to achieve 
grant funding on sites. We would like to see national 
space standards incorporated into SWDPR policy to 
create a level playing field with private development 
proposals. 

Comments noted 

1946 Mr 
 
George 
 
Glaze 

 Option a Support for option a noted 

1750 Mr 
 
David 
 
Addison 

Director 
 
AddisonRees 
Planning 
Consultancy 
Ltd 

c Support for option c noted 

2330 Jan  C Support for option c noted 
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Russell 

1874 Lioncourt 
Homes 

 We do not believe that a policy of this nature is 
required. If it is, the SWDPR should adopt national 
standards if such a policy is seen to be necessary. 

Comments noted 

2087 DC Rowbury 
and 
Daughters 

 We do not have any specific comments to make in 
relation to the above question but do nevertheless 
reserve the right to comment further on this in so far as 
it may affect our client’s land interests. 

No comment at this stage noted 

2182 Sarah 
 
Milward 

IM Land Paragraph 127 of the revised NPPF sets out that 
planning policies should create places that are inclusive 
and accessible and which promote health and well-
being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and 
future users. Planning policies are also able to make use 
of the nationally described space standard, where the 
need for an internal space standard where the need can 
be justified. It has been made clear that this new space 
standard should only be required if it addresses a clearly 
evidenced need and the impact has been considered. 

As such, we consider that the introduction of any space 
standard should be clearly evidenced, justified and 
tested to ensure it is suitable. 

Comments noted 

2858  2 Counties 
Construction 

We consider that the SWDPR should c. Not seek to 
impose the National Space Standard and instead allow 
the market to determine the size of new dwellings. They 
cannot be applied to conversions in any case. 

Support for option c noted 

2210 Sarah IM Land Paragraph 127 of the revised NPPF sets out that Comments noted. 
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Milward 

planning policies should create places that are inclusive 
and accessible and which promote health and well-
being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and 
future users. Planning policies are also able to make use 
of the nationally described space standard, where the 
need for an internal space standard where the need can 
be justified. It has been made clear that this new space 
standard should only be required if it addresses a clearly 
evidenced need and the impact has been considered. 

As such, we consider that the introduction of any space 
standard should be clearly evidenced, justified and 
tested to ensure it is suitable. 

2969 Mr 
 
John 
 
Raine 

 Probably I favour b). Support for option b noted 

2571 Land 
Partnerships 
Developmen
ts Ltd 

 Option 14(c), allowing the market to determine the size 
of new dwellings, should be the preferred option. The 
adoption of national prescribed space standards will 
impact on housing density on the quantum of land 
required for development. If national space standards 
are to be adopted then expected density levels should 
be revised accordingly. 

Comments and support for option c noted 

2661 Mr 
 
Graham 
 

Broadway 
Trust 

Allow market forces to operate. Support for option c noted 
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Love 

2791  Taylor 
Wimpey 

RPS support Option 14c. Should the Council wish to 
adopt any design and construction standards that go 
beyond those set out in building regulations, then this 
will need to be clearly justified and consulted on. Regard 
must be had to the latest guidance set out in the NPPG 
that states “Where a need for internal space standards 
is identified, local planning authorities should provide 
justification for requiring internal space policies. Local 
Planning Authorities should take account of the 
following areas need, viability and timing”. (PPG 
Reference ID: 56-020) 

Comments and support for option c noted 

2825  Jessup Ltd We consider that the SWDPR should c. Not seek to 
impose the National Space Standard and instead allow 
the market to determine the size of new dwellings. They 
cannot be applied to conversions in any case. 

Support for option c noted 

3067 Mrs 
 
Emma 
 
Foster 

Spitfire 
Bespoke 
Homes 

Spitfire share the views expressed by the HBF in respect 
of the Councils introducing residential space standards. 

Comments noted 

3345 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

The Nationally Described Space Standard should be 
utilised in accordance with Paragraph 127 (f) (and 
accompanying footnote 46) of the NPPF which, when 
read together, state: “Planning policies and decisions 
should ensure that development … create places that 
are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote 
health and well-being, with a high standard of amenity 
for existing and future users; and where crime and 

Comments noted 
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disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine the 
quality of life or community cohesion and resilience. 
Planning policies for housing should make use of the 
Government’s optional technical standards for 
accessible and adaptable housing, where this would 
address an identified need for such properties. Policies 
may also make use of the nationally described space 
standard, where the need for an internal space standard 
can be justified.” 

3472  Hallam Land 
Management 
Ltd 

HLM considers that the SWDPR should not seek to 
impose national space standards, unless it can be 
demonstrated through up to date evidence that it is 
meeting a specific need and that its applicant wouldn’t 
compromise the viability of development, conducted 
through a rigorous cost information exercise. A better 
approach is to allow the market to determine the size of 
new dwellings, having regard to local housing need, and 
the particular location, form and scale of a scheme. 

Repeat of ID 3471 

3203  Barwood 
Strategic Land 
II 

We support the application of the national minimum 
space standards, and note that this should inform the 
plan-level viability assessment. 

 

Comments noted 

3604  North Oak 
Homes 

We consider that the SWDPR should c. Not seek to 
impose the National Space Standard and instead allow 
the market to determine the size of new dwellings. They 
cannot be applied to conversions in any case. 

Comments and support for option c noted. 

3244  Gleeson 
Strategic Land 

There is always a tension between applying access 
standards to new housing and increasing costs (and 

Comments noted 
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Limited reducing densities) which counter the objective of 
achieving more affordable homes. All new homes are 
built to Part M of the Building Regulations, and 
Government now view the Building Regulations as the 
most appropriate vehicle for delivering housing 
standards. Some developers will willingly adopt Building 
for Life standards as a marketing tool. According to 
paragraph 127f and footnote 46, ‘policies should ensure 
that they create places which are safe inclusive and 
accessible and which promote health and wellbeing’. 
Higher optional standards would normally need to be 
justified by specific evidence of need. 

3657 Rebecca 
 
Birch 

Development 
Manager 
 
St Philips Ltd 

The approach set out under Option C, which would see 
the Council’s described space standards have regard to 
the current market, presents a suitable approach and 
will ensures flexibility by enabling specific on-site 
requirements to be negotiated. It would endorse and 
maintain the approach as set out within the SWDP 
Review vision, of ensuring high quality development 
with an access to a range of house types and tenure. 

There is no requirement in national planning policy for 
local authorities to set space standards which exceed 
those set out in Part L of the Building Control 
Regulations. It is important that developers are not 
burdened with increased space standards which could 
prove onus and impinge the viability of some schemes. 
Notwithstanding this, there is currently a lack of 
supporting evidence base research in the market to 
review the impact of National Space Standards on the 
housing market, and specifically when applied through a 

Comments and support for option c noted. 
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plan led approach. The approach proposed by Option C 
therefore, which would avoid setting a separate set of 
internal space standards for developments across the 
District, is considered a suitable and robust approach to 
be taken forward through the Development Plan 
Review. 

3290  Worcestershir
e Health and 
Care NHS 
Trust 

The adoption of national described space standards will 
impact on housing density and the quantum of land 
required for development. Our favoured option would 
be for Option 14(c) allowing the market to determine 
the size of new dwellings. 

Comments and support for option c noted 

3432 Johnson 
Brothers 

 It is submitted that the introduction of the Nationally 
Described Space Standard would have a significant 
detrimental effect on the efficiency of land use within 
the South Worcestershire area, irrespective of whether 
it is applied to new dwellings or dwellings created by 
conversions. It is considered that the Standard may have 
an impact on the viability of development and should 
only be introduced where its application can be 
justified, in accordance with footnote 46 of Paragraph 
127 of the NPPF. 

Comments are noted.  The standard will be subject to 
viability testing before a decision is made on its 
application. 

4448 Mr 
 
Stuart 
 
Carter 

Clerk 
 
Evesham 
Town Council 

Nationally Described Space Standards should apply to all 
new dwellings. 

support for option a noted. 

3471  Hallam Land 
Management 
Ltd 

HLM considers that the SWDPR should not seek to 
impose national space standards, unless it can be 
demonstrated through up to date evidence that it is 

Comments and support for option c noted 
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meeting a specific need and that its applicant wouldn’t 
compromise the viability of development, conducted 
through a rigorous cost information exercise. A better 
approach is to allow the market to determine the size of 
new dwellings, having regard to local housing need, and 
the particular location, form and scale of a scheme. 

3522  St Modwen 
Development
s Ltd 

There is no need for the SWDP Review to adopt 
residential space standards. Housebuilders and 
specialist providers already adopt relevant and 
appropriate standards in their developments in any 
event.  It should also be noted that innovative design 
solutions have recently been applied successfully in 
Worcester which produce units much smaller than 
national standards but which have been effective in 
making highly efficient use of disused brownfield land 
and meeting the specific needs of certain groups, for 
example those requiring move-on 
accommodation.  Market led innovation and flexibility is 
important if all housing needs are to be met, and this 
should not be stifled through the blunt instrument of an 
overarching standard. 

Comments noted 

3833 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop Housing Group are generally required to build 
to National space standards to enable them to achieve 
grant funding on sites. We would like to see national 
space standards incorporated into SWDPR policy to 
create a level playing field with private development 
proposals. 

Comments noted 

4165  Richborough 
Estates 

We consider that the SWDPR should c. Not seek to 
impose the National Space Standard and instead allow 

Comments and support for option c noted. 
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the market to determine the size of new dwellings. They 
cannot be applied to conversions in any case. 

3728 Mr 
 
John 
 
Fleming 

Gladman 
Development
s 

Option 14 relates to whether or not the SWDPR should 
introduce a policy requirement applying the Nationally 
Described Space Standards (NDSS). Option 14a) would 
apply the NDSS to all new dwellings including 
conversions of existing buildings, 14b) would only apply 
the NDSS to new dwellings which are not created by 
conversion of existing buildings and 14c) would not seek 
to impose the NDSS but instead leave it to the market to 
determine the size of new dwellings. 

Gladman refer to the Written Ministerial Statement 
(WMS) dated 25th March 2015 which states, “the 
optional new technical standards should only be 
required through any new Local Plan policies if they 
address a clearly evidenced need, and where their 
impact on viability has been considered, in accordance 
with the NPPG”. Paragraph ID: 56-020 states that 
“Where a need for internal space standards is identified, 
local planning authorities should provide justification for 
requiring internal space policies. Local Planning 
Authorities should take account of the following areas of 
needs, viability and timing”. 

Gladman support Option 14 c) in relation to the NDSS. 

Comments and support for option c noted. 

3686 Ella 
 
Hammond 

Bovis Homes Bovis Homes is committed to the delivery of high-quality 
homes. As noted above Bovis Homes recently launched 
their new housing range and this has been designed to 
meet National Space Standards. However, there are 

Comments and support for option c noted. 
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circumstances where the requirements of site 
characteristics and housing demand can be better met 
by products that do not meet National Space Standards. 
On that basis Bovis Homes would suggest that the 
SWDPR should not impose National Space Standards 
(Option C) to provide flexibility. 

3862 Paresh 
 
Laxhman 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Group 

Rooftop Housing Association supports the application of 
the nationally described spaces standards as advocated 
within Option B. 

Support for option b noted. 

3880  Warwickshire 
College 

The adoption of Nationally Described Space Standards 
will impact on housing density and the quantum of land 
required for development. Favoured option would be 
14C, allowing the market to determine the size of new 
dwellings. 

Comments and support for option c noted 

4199 Sue 
 
Green 

Home 
Builders 
Federation 
Ltd 

Option 14c is preferred. If the Councils wish to adopt 
the Nationally Described Space Standard (NDSS) as a 
policy requirement under Options 14a or 14b then this 
should only be done in accordance with the 2018 NPPF 

(para 127f & Footnote 42). The WMS dated 25th March 
2015 stated that "the optional new national 
technical standards should only be required 
through any new Local Plan policies if they 
address a clearly evidenced need, and where their 
impact on viability has been considered, in 
accordance with the NPPG". The NPPG sets out 
that "Where a need for internal space standards is 
identified, local planning authorities should 
provide justification for requiring internal space 

Comments and support for option c noted 
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policies. Local Planning Authorities (LPA) should 
take account of the following areas need, viability 
and timing" (ID: 56-020). The Councils should 
consider the impacts on need, viability and timing 
before introducing the NDSS. 

4009  Richborough 
Estates 

Paragraph 127 of the revised NPPF sets out that 
planning policies should create places that are inclusive 
and accessible and which promote health and well-
being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and 
future users. Planning policies are also able to make use 
of the nationally prescribed space standard, where 
there is a need for an internal space standard and that 
need can be justified. It has been made clear that this 
new space standard should only be required if it 
addresses a clearly evidenced need and the impact has 
been considered. 

As such, we consider that the introduction of any space 
standard should be clearly evidenced, justified and 
tested to ensure it is suitable. 

 

Comments noted 

4042  Platform 
Housing 
Group 

Rooftop Housing Group are generally required to build 
to National space standards to enable them to achieve 
grant funding on sites. We would like to see national 
space standards incorporated into SWDPR policy to 
create a level playing field with private development 
proposals. 

Comments noted 
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4084  Newland 
Homes 

We consider that the SWDPR should c. Not seek to 
impose the National Space Standard and instead allow 
the market to determine the size of new dwellings. They 
cannot be applied to conversions in any case. 

 

Comments and support for option c noted 

3773 Ms 
 
Nikki 
 
Harrison 

 We consider that the SWDPR should c. Not seek to 
impose the National Space Standard and instead allow 
the market to determine the size of new dwellings. They 
cannot be applied to conversions in any case. 

Comments are noted. 

4266  Gallagher 
Estates 
Limited 

It is submitted that the introduction of the Nationally 
Described Space Standard would have a significant 
detrimental effect on the efficiency of land use within 
the South Worcestershire area, irrespective of whether 
it is applied to new dwellings or dwellings created by 
conversions. It is considered that the Standard may have 
an impact on the viability of development and should 
only be introduced where its application can be 
justified, in accordance with footnote 46 of Paragraph 
127 of the NPPF. 

Comments are noted.  The standard will be subject to 
viability testing before a decision is made on its 
application. 

4348 Cllr 
 
Liz 
 
Eyre 

Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Broadway 
Division) 

b. YES 

c. NO! 

Support for option b and objection to option c noted 

3945  Madresfield The adoption of national described space standards will Support for option c noted 
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impact on housing density and the quantum of land 
required for development. Our favoured option would 
be for Option 14(c), allowing the market to determine 
the size of new dwellings. 

4437 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Given the uncertainty of the political and economic 
climate, Bloor are of the view of not seeking to impose 
the National Space Standard and instead allow the 
market to determine the size of new dwellings (Option 
14c). 

Comments and support for option c noted. 

3965 ehB Reeves ehB Reeves Paragraph 127 of the revised NPPF sets out that 
planning policies should create places that are inclusive 
and accessible and which promote health and well-
being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and 
future users. Planning policies are also able to make use 
of the nationally prescribed space standard, where 
there is a need for an internal space standard, and that 
need can be justified. It has been made clear that this 
new space standard should only be required if it 
addresses a clearly evidenced need and the impact has 
been considered. 

As such, we consider that the introduction of any space 
standard should be clearly evidenced, justified and 
tested to ensure it is suitable. 

Comments noted 

4132  Piper Homes We consider that the SWDPR should c. Not seek to 
impose the National Space Standard and instead allow 
the market to determine the size of new dwellings. They 
cannot be applied to conversions in any case. 

Comments and support for option c noted 

4225 Mr  It is submitted that the introduction of the Nationally Comments noted 
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M 
 
Tredwell 

Described Space Standard would have a significant 
detrimental effect on the efficiency of land use within 
the South Worcestershire area, irrespective of whether 
it is applied to new dwellings or dwellings created by 
conversions. It is considered that the Standard may have 
an impact on the viability of development and should 
only be introduced where its application can be 
justified, in accordance with footnote 46 of Paragraph 
127 of the NPPF. 

4521 St Philips Ltd St Philips Ltd The approach set out under Option C, which would see 
the Council’s described space standards have regard to 
the current market, presents a suitable approach and 
will ensures flexibility by enabling specific on-site 
requirements to be negotiated. It would endorse and 
maintain the approach as set out within the SWDP 
Review vision, of ensuring high quality development 
with an access to a range of house types and tenure. 

There is no requirement in national planning policy for 
local authorities to set space standards which exceed 
those set out in Part L of the Building Control 
Regulations. It is important that developers are not 
burdened with increased space standards which could 
prove onus and impinge the viability of some schemes. 
Notwithstanding this, there is currently a lack of 
supporting evidence base research in the market to 
review the impact of National Space Standards on the 
housing market, and specifically when applied through a 
plan led approach. The approach proposed by Option C 
therefore, which would avoid setting a separate set of 
internal space standards for developments across the 

Comments and support for option c noted. 
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District, is considered a suitable and robust approach to 
be taken forward through the Development Plan 
Review. 

4537 Cotswold 
District 
Council 

Cotswold 
District 
Council 

Please note Cotswold District Council's adopted Local 
Plan (2011-2031) applies Nationally Described Space 
Standards to all new dwellings. 

Comments noted. 

Biodiversity  

76 Prosser  The SWDPR should continue to protect all designated 
Biodiversity sites from development, including 
maintaining a buffer zone where appropriate. 

Noted. 

115 Mr 
 
Matthew 
 
Blackbourn 

 The SWDPR should continue to protect all designated 
sites from development, including maintaining a buffer 
zone where appropriate; encourage the biodiversity 
enhancement of sites through development, for 
example, allocating sites which can deliver biodiversity 
enhancement; seek to identify opportunities for the 
restoration or creation of new habitat areas in 
association with planned development, as part of the 
wider biodiversity network; and require, through policy, 
increased long-term monitoring of biodiversity 
mitigation and enhancement measures on development 
sites. 

Noted. 

148 Mr 
 
Chris 
 
Haynes 

 Yes to all these. Noted. 

311 Mr  Yes to all Noted. 
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Robin 
 
Walker 

389 Mr 
 
Peter 
 
Morgan 

 It seems to me that all four options should be promoted 
with equal importance. 

Noted. 

734 Cllr 
 
Margaret 
 
Rowley 

Vice Chair 
 
Tibberton 
Parish Council 

Agree with all the proposals. Noted. 

426 Mrs 
 
Shelagh 
 
Thorne 

 Option a. Noted. 

509 Mr 
 
Roger 
 
Davies 

Chairman 
 
Charlton 
Parish Council 

Yes to all Noted. 

580 Mrs 
 
Maria 
 

 Option A should be the aspiration with existing green 
spaces being maintained as buffer zones and natural 
lungs for the city.  This ensures wildlife, habitat and the 
biodiversity of an area is protected from development. 

Noted. 
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Dixon 

612 Mr 
 
Steven 
 
Bloomfield 

Conservation 
Officer - 
Planning 
 
Worcestershir
e Wildlife 
Trust 

This policy should play a central role in delivering 
genuinely sustainable development that respects the 
existing environment, causes least harm to biodiversity, 
embeds biodiversity net-gain and offers the best 
potential to deliver more resilient ecological networks in 
line with guidance in the NPPF and 25-year Environment 
Plan. Rebuilding our fragmented ecological networks 
can be facilitated through suitably located and well-
designed development but whether the results are 
positive or not will depend to a great extent on site-
based designs as well as strategic locational choices. 

We would support all of the proposed options and 
argue that all are required in order to deliver the 
ambitions of the 25-year Environment Plan and county-
based aspirations for nature’s recovery. The need to 
map ecological networks and to take opportunities to 
re-link ecological features in an otherwise fragmented 
landscape will play an important role in delivering (and 
guiding) the intended policy outcomes. 

Noted. 

493 Professor 
 
Hazel 
 
Kemshall 

 a, b, c Noted. 

526 Mr 
 
W J 

Middle 
Battenhall 
Farm Land 

Option 27a should be adopted, promoted and expanded 
to require that existing green spaces are not developed 
if they risk losing valuable wildlife, biodiversity or 

Noted. Site specific comments are outside the scope 
of this issues and options consultation. 
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Simpson 

Action Group geodiversity, especially in Worcester City, where the 
existing 'green lungs' need to be protected from 
development by policy. The maintenance of the ‘buffer 
zone’ is strongly supported and recommended, as many 
green space require the buffer to ensure that adjacent 
spaces are protected to prevent development from 
encroaching too close to sensitive sites. 

Option 27b should NOT be adopted - such policies can 
and are frequently exploited by developers who 
claim spurious biodiversity enhancement in return for 
developing sensitive sites. This also fulfils the Better 
Environment Objectives for SWDPR. 

Option 27b, 27c and 27d are NOT supported as they 
typically introduce token gesture green areas, in 
exchange for concreting over green spaces. 

The application for Middle Battenhall Farm in Worcester 
City to be registered as Local Green Space should be 
approved, with such approval taking priority over any 
application for the site to be allocated for housing or 
employment use (see also response to Option 28). 

1481 Mrs 
 
Ann 
 
Boulter 

 a Noted 

818 Mr 
 

 Option 27a should be promoted to require that existing 
green spaces are not developed if they risk losing 

Noted. Comments regarding specific sites as this is 
outside the scope of this current consultation. 
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Ian 
 
Tindell 

valuable wildlife, biodiversity or geodiversity, especially 
in Worcester City, where the existing "green lungs" 
MUST to be protected from development.  I also 
strongly support the maintenance of the ‘buffer zone’ as 
many green spaces require the buffer to ensure that 
adjacent spaces are protected to prevent development 
from encroaching too close to sensitive sites. 

Option 27b should NOT be adopted – I have concerns 
that developers will exploit it by claiming spurious 
biodiversity enhancement in return for developing 
sensitive sites. Option 27c and 27d are also NOT 
supported. 

The application for Middle Battenhall Farm in Worcester 
City should be approved as "Local Green Space", and 
take priority over any application for the site to be 
allocated for housing or employment use. 

981 Mrs 
 
Gillian 
 
Pawson 

Vale of 
Evesham Civic 
Society 

All of the options Noted. 

1062 Neil 
 
Hickling 

 Option 27a is one that I support wholeheartedly.  In fact 
there is an argument that such green spaces should not 
be developed where that would result in the loss of 
wildlife and biodiversity.  Also the idea of a buffer zone 
is one that I would support to avoid the obvious adverse 
affect on wildlife.  I would not support Options 27b, 27c 
and 27d.  I understand that an application for Middle 

Noted. Comments on specific applications/sites are 
out of the scope of this current consultation. 
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Battenhall Farm to become a local green space and I 
believe that application should be approved to prevent 
any development in a wonderful historic, well used and 
unique green space within the City boundary. 

1091 Mr 
 
Duncan 
 
Cameron 

 SWDPR must continue to protect all designated sites 
from development. 

Furthermore, the protection offered by SWDP22 should 
be strengthened by removing the existing unspecific, ill-
defined get-out clauses such as "unless the need ... 
outweighs the loss". As they stand, these statements 
invite developers and their lawyers to contest the 
protection. Work is needed to specify much more tightly 
the limited criteria on which a challenge may be 
considered. 

Noted. 

2450 Mr 
 
Dean 
 
Clarke 

 Yes Noted. 

3267 Jane 
 
Hennell 

Area Planner 
South 
 
Canal & River 
Trust 

The new environmental framework emerging from 
government through the UK National Ecosystem 
Assessment, Natural Environment White Paper and 
Biodiversity Strategy in England challenges local 
authorities to do more to protect and enhance the 
natural environment. 

Noted. 

3327 Mr 
 
Jason 

 Option 27a should be promoted and expanded to 
require that existing green spaces are not developed if 
they risk losing valuable wildlife, biodiversity or 

Noted. 
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Whittall 

geodiversity, especially in Worcester City, where the 
existing green lungs need to be protected from 
development by policy. I also strongly support the 
maintenance of the ‘buffer zone’ as many green spaces 
require the buffer to ensure that adjacent spaces are 
protected to prevent development from encroaching 
too close to sensitive sites. 

Option 27b should NOT be adopted – such policies can 
and are frequently exploited by developers who claim 
spurious biodiversity enhancement in return for 
developing sensitive sites. This also fulfils the Better 
Environment Objectives for SWDPR. 

Clearly Local Authority will probably favour b c and d, , 
as they involve getting developers to (pay for and) 
introduce ‘token gesture green areas’ in exchange for 
concreting over established and valued green spaces - I 
strongly object to all three of these options. 

2726 Craig 
 
Muncaster 

 Option 27a should be promoted and expanded. I 
vociferously support the maintenance of the ‘buffer 
zone’ as many green spaces require the buffer to ensure 
that adjacent spaces are protected to prevent 
development from encroaching. Existing green spaces 
should not developed if they risk losing valuable wildlife, 
biodiversity or geodiversity, especially in Worcester City, 
where the existing green lungs need to be protected 
from development. 

Option 27b should NOT be adopted – such policies are 
frequently exploited by developers who claim spurious 

Noted. comments on specific applications/sites are 
outside of the scope of this current consultation. 
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biodiversity enhancement in return for developing 
sensitive sites. This also fulfils the Better Environment 
Objectives for SWDPR. 

Option 27b, 27c and 27d are NOT supported as they 
typically introduce token gesture green areas, in 
exchange for concreting over green spaces. 

The application for Middle Battenhall Farm in Worcester 
City to be registered as Local Green Space should 
be approved, with such approval taking priority over any 
application for the site to be allocated for housing or 
employment use. 

2882 Dr 
 
Ken 
 
Timms 

Chair 
 
Malvern 
Community 
Forest 

Given the massive loss of habitat and biodiversity that 
has now been recorded and published, it is not just 
designated sites that must be protected. All sites have 
potential for biodiversity value. Given that most habitat 
destruction arises through development, it will be a rare 
case where new development enhances biodiversity 
assets: the sites where this is most likely to happen will 
be on intensively farmed Best and Most Versatile 
Agricultural Land, which is some of the least biodiverse 
land. 

Response to Option 27: Biodiversity 

The SWDPR must: 

1. continue to protect all designated sites from 
development; 

2. establish and maintain maximal buffer zones; 

Noted. Development encompasses a wide range of 
meanings, including bringing back into use industrial 
sites which may have limited biodiversity, or changes 
of use which allow the integration of measures to 
increase biodiversity net gain. However it is accepted 
that development can often lead to a loss of 
biodiversity at site level if not adequately managed. 
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3. require, through policy, increased long-term 
monitoring of biodiversity mitigation and 
enhancement measures on development sites; 
and 

4. seek to identify opportunities for the restoration 
or creation of new habitat areas in association 
with planned development, to link it to the wider 
biodiversity network: these habitat areas must 
not be spatially separated from the development 
site. 

Encouraging the biodiversity enhancement of sites 
through development is a contradiction except for 
minimally diverse sites, such as intensively farmed Best 
and Most Versatile Agricultural Land, as detailed above 
in Section 19: Response to paragraph 12.13 

1232 Daniel 
 
Harding 

 I am strongly in favour of Option 26a should be 
promoted. 

I am also strongly in favour of Option 27a. 

Option 27b should NOT be adopted – such policies can 
and are frequently exploited by developers who claim 
spurious biodiversity enhancement in return for 
developing sensitive sites. 

Option 27b, 27c and 27d are NOT supported under any 
circumstances. 

Noted. 

1379 Mark 
 

 Option 27a should be promoted and expanded to 
require that existing green spaces are not developed if 

Noted. 
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Smith they risk losing Willie, biodiversity or geo diversity, 
especially in Worcester City where the existing green 
lungs need to be protected by policy. 

2541 Mrs 
 
C 
 
Shinner 

Clerk 
 
North Claines 
Parish Council 

No comment at this stage. Noted. 

1210 Mr 
 
Jonathan 
 
Prior 

Chairman 
 
Earls Croome 
Parish Council 

Yes to all. Noted. 

2290 Jacqui 
 
Barker 

Clerk 
 
Leigh and 
Bransford 
Parish Council 

A, B, C and D have substantial merit. In relation to B ALL 
sites should provide at least some enhancement. D is 
also particularly important; presumably long-term 
monitoring would be funded by the developer. There is 
little or no evidence at the moment as to how effective 
current measures are. 

Noted. 

2379 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Kemerton 
Parish Council 

The SWDPR should certainly follow a. The local 
designated sites are particularly important, because 
they are constantly being brought up to date, whereas 
the process of national and international designation 
has more or less come to an end. 

We are very sceptical about b. We think it most unlikely 
that development can deliver significant biodiversity 
enhancement except perhaps in case of mineral 
extraction which falls outside the remit of the SWDP. 

Noted. 
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Having said this we would support c. 

We see the lack of long-term monitoring as a weakness 
of the current situation and would strongly support d. 

2906 Schroders Schroders UK 
Property Fund 

Agree with Option 27b. 

Biodiversity enhancement should be encouraged when 
sites come forward and should be factored in when 
allocating. We wouldn’t favour long term monitoring of 
biodiversity mitigation since it would be onerous on the 
occupiers. As long as adequate enhancement mitigation 
is introduced in the initial design stage there should be 
no need for long term monitoring. 

Noted. 

2873 Dr 
 
Ken 
 
Timms 

Chair 
 
Malvern 
Community 
Forest 

Malvern Community Forest is proposing that 
"appropriately strong" planning policy requires a 
consistent, robust approach to trees, hedgerows and 
woodlands in the built environment and open 
countryside. For example, some recent South 
Worcestershire planning decisions and independent 
assessment reports have shown lack of appreciation of 
the SWDP 22, Reasonable Justification position that 
"Bringing back or re-creating lost habitats is fraught with 
technical difficulties and is unproven for many habitat 
types and so the local planning authority expects 
protection of important existing features to be the norm 
in most cases, with re-creation after habitat loss to be 
considered only where this is not practical"(Paragraph 1, 
page 145). Even here there is a lack of definition of 
"important" or "practical", similar to the ambiguity 
around what is "possible" or "practicable" in SWDP 22E 

Noted. The need for a Trees, Hedgerow and 
Woodland SPD will be considered, whether 
integrated with or alongside, a planned SPD on 
biodiversity. 
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and 22F. 

This consistent approach can be ensured by an addition 
to SWDP 22 Biodiversity and Geodiversity: SWDP 22G. 
Further details of the manner in which the policy will be 
implemented with respect to trees, hedgerows and 
woodland will be set out in a Trees, Hedgerow and 
Woodland Supplementary Planning Document. In the 
SWDP 22 Reasoned Justification section an additional 
paragraph is then required: 3. A Trees, Hedgerow and 
Woodland Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) will 
be produced. It will contain further detailed advice on 
how the policy will be implemented with regard to 
these environmental assets at street, open space, urban 
and peri-urban woodland, and open countryside level. 

1852 Mrs 
 
Linda 
 
Blake 

Town Clerk 
 
Malvern Town 
Council 

Agree with all 4 options. The SWDPR should also make 
reference to the identification, protection and 
enhancement of nature conservation sites within 
Neighbourhood Plans. 

Noted. 

1678 Ms 
 
Sarah 
 
Rouse 

 Blank Response Blank Response 

2038 Emily 
 
Shaw 

 I would like Option 27a to be encouraged and extended 
to protect green spaces by making it a requirement that 
existing green spaces are not developed if they risk 
losing valuable wildlife, biodiversity or geodiversity, 

Noted. Issues concerning specific applications/sites 
are outside of the scope of this current consultation. 
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especially in Worcester City. 

The existing green lungs need to be protected from 
development by policy. The maintenance of the ‘buffer 
zone’ is paramount to ensure that adjacent spaces are 
protected to prevent the encroachment of 
developments near sensitive sites. 

If Option 27b is adopted I am in no doubt that this policy 
would be exploited by developers who claim spurious 
biodiversity enhancement in return for developing 
sensitive sites. 

Option 27b, 27c and 27d are basically TOKENISM and 
are not supported. 

The approval of the application for Middle Battenhall 
Farm in Worcester City to be registered as Local Green 
Space should be unequivocal, and should take priority 
over any application for the site to be allocated for 
housing or employment use. 

1534 Mr 
 
Alan 
 
Freer 

 Continue to protect all designated sites from 
development, including maintaining a buffer zone 
where appropriate. 

Noted. 

1554 Ms 
 
Stephanie 
 

 Blank Response. Blank Response 
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Ferry 

1263 Mrs 
 
Julie 
 
Tucker 

 All four of the suggested possibilities should inform 
work on biodiversity so as to achieve the best possible 
outcomes. There are many areas of South 
Worcestershire where biodiversity restoration is 
needed. Sites already of good quality need protection 
and all areas need monitoring to ensure awareness of 
current state of South Worcestershire biodiversity. 

Noted. 

1305 Rebecca 
 
Mitchell 

Planning 
Director 
 
Barwood 
Development 
Securities Ltd 

It is noted that Policy SWDP22: Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity accords with one of the core principles of 
the NPPF, in conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment and Barwood are broadly supportive of 
the approach set out in the policy. 

Noted. 

1715 Mr 
 
Alan 
 
Tidy 

 Option 27a should be promoted and expanded to 
require that existing green spaces are not developed if 
there is a risk of losing valuable wildlife, biodiversity or 
geodiversity, especially within the boundaries of 
Worcester City where such land is increasingly rare and 
highly valued by residents. Maintenance of buffer zones 
is highly desirable and their maintenance or 
enhancement should be strongly supported to ensure 
adjacent spaces are protected to prevent development 
occurring in too close proximity to sensitive sites. 

Option 27b should be rejected as such policies can be 
frequently exploited by developers who claim spurious 
(and often inferior) biodiversity enhancement in return 
for developing sensitive sites. This would fulfil the 

Noted. Issues concerning specific applications/sites 
are outside of the scope of this current consultation. 
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Better Environment objectives for SWDR. 

Options 27c and 27d are not supported as they usually 
introduce token gesture green areas in exchange for 
developing valuable green spaces. 

The application for Middle Battenhall Farm land in 
Worcester City to be designated as Local Green Space 
should be approved, with any such approval taking 
priority over any application for the site to be allocated 
for housing or employment use. The land meets all the 
requirements for this status and the application has 
strong community support. 

1765 Mr 
 
David 
 
Addison 

Director 
 
AddisonRees 
Planning 
Consultancy 
Ltd 

b Noted. 

1359 Mr 
 
A 
 
Smith 

Custom Land 
Limited 

The current biodiversity policies and requirements work 
well and there is no justification for any changes. 

Noted. 

1399 Ms 
 
Kate 
 
Andrew 

Councillor 
 
Abberley 
Parish Council 

Abberley Parish Council would like to see the SWDPR 
considering whether there are opportunities to enhance 
the biodiversity and geodiversity assets within south 
Worcestershire through new development and would 

Noted. 
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suggest that policy should: 

Continue to protect all designated sites from 
development, including maintaining a buffer zone 
where appropriate. 

Encourage the biodiversity and geodiversity 
enhancement of sites through development, for 
example, allocating sites which can deliver biodiversity 
enhancement or by exposing and explaining features of 
geological interest. 

Seek to identify opportunities for short term studies of 
rock exposed temporarily during development (for 
example in excavations) and for the restoration or 
creation of new habitat areas in association with 
planned development, as part of the wider biodiversity 
network 

Require increased long-term recognition and monitoring 
of sites of geological interest as well as biodiversity 
mitigation and enhancement measures on development 
sites. 

1514 Miss 
 
H 
 
Skate 

 There is a need for a, c and d to ensure biodiversity is 
protected and maintained. 

Noted. 

1606 Mr 
 

 B and C Noted. 
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Steven 
 
Sparrow 

1967 Mr 
 
George 
 
Glaze 

 option a Noted. 

2051 Mr 
 
Martin 
 
Caulkin 

 SSSIs must be protected and respected as inheritance. Noted. 

1655 Mr 
 
Simon 
 
Rushall 

 It is essential that this is considered and given a high 
priority. 

27a: I strongly support this. Biodiversity is at risk locally, 
nationally and globally. We must protect spaces that 
provide habitat and corridors for wildlife whether 
endangered or not. Many of today’s endangered species 
were common in very recent times. Further loss of 
green spaces will accelerate further decline. Worcester’s 
green spaces hold species that were once common. I 
have seen over 60 species of bird in and around Middle 
Battenhall Farm including skylarks holding breeding 
territory, kestrels, two species of owl, breeding house 
sparrows, starlings and bullfinches, all species that are 
in decline. In addition there are important populations 
of badgers, slow worms and newts. I support too the 

Noted. Issues concerning specific sites are outside 
the scope of this current consultation. 
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maintenance of buffer zones to reduce the impact of 
encroachment and allow wildlife corridors. 

27b: I strongly oppose this. Such policies are too easily 
exploited by developers who at best build in low value 
wildlife amenity with manicured greenery and the 
destruction of wildlife corridors. This has been the case 
at St peters in Worcester. Rejecting this also meets the 
Better Environment Objectives for SWDPR. 

27c and 27d: i strongly oppose these. Like 27b, they are 
likely to lead to token, disconnected and non-valuable 
green areas in exchange for the destruction of historic 
and biologically important green areas. 

I support the application for Middle Battenhall Farm to 
be registered as local green space. This should be 
approved, with such approval taking priority over any 
application for the site to be allocated for housing or 
other development. 

1584 Mr 
 
David 
 
Meredith 

 Option 27a should be promoted and expanded to 
require that existing green spaces are not developed if 
they risk losing valuable wildlife, biodiversity or 
geodiversity, especially in Worcester City, where the 
existing green lungs need to be protected from 
development by policy.  I also strongly support the 
maintenance of the ‘buffer zone’ as many green spaces 
require the buffer to ensure that adjacent spaces are 
protected to prevent development from encroaching 
too close to sensitive sites. 

Noted. No response is made to any specific 
applications/sites as this is outside of the scope of 
this current consultation. 
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Option 27b should NOT be adopted – such policies can 
and are frequently exploited by developers who claim 
spurious biodiversity enhancement in return for 
developing sensitive sites.  This also fulfils the Better 
Environment Objectives for SWDPR. 

Option 27b, 27c and 27d are NOT supported as they 
typically introduce token gesture green areas, in 
exchange for concreting over green spaces. 

The application for Middle Battenhall Farm in Worcester 
City to be registered as Local Green Space should be 
approved, with such approval taking priority over any 
application for the site to be allocated for housing or 
employment use. 

2064 Mr 
 
Edward 
 
Hingham 

 There is threat to wildlife that use this habitat and also 
to local residents and visitors who enjoy the use of local 
footpaths. 

Noted, however it is unclear which site is being 
referred to. 

2187 Sarah 
 
Milward 

IM Land We consider that any requirements to mitigate and 
enhance biodiversity which are beyond the requirement 
set out in the revised NPPF (Section 15) should be 
justified and evidenced to show they are required, 
acceptable, and balanced against the need to delivery 
housing. 

Noted. 

1682 Mrs 
 
Gina 

 Option 27a is supported.  Development of existing green 
spaces should be prohibited if they risk losing valuable 
wildlife, biodiversity or geodiversity, especially in 

Noted. Issues concerning specific applications/sites 
are outside of the scope of this current consultation. 
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Meredith 

Worcester City, where the existing green lungs need to 
be protected from development by policy.  I also 
strongly support the maintenance of the ‘buffer zone’ to 
prevent development from encroaching too close to 
sensitive sites. 

Option 27b is NOT supported – this would give free rein 
to developers to exploit sensitive sites by falsely 
claiming it will enhance biodiversity – it won’t and 
should be prohibited, which would underpin the Better 
Environment Objectives for SWDPR. 

Option 27b, 27c and 27d are NOT supported as they 
typically introduce token gesture green areas, in 
exchange for concreting over green spaces. 

The application for Local Green Space designation for 
Middle Battenhall Farm in Worcester City should be 
approved without delay and should take priority over 
any application for the site to be allocated for housing 
or employment use. 

2215 Sarah 
 
Milward 

IM Land We consider that any requirements to mitigate and 
enhance biodiversity which are beyond the requirement 
set out in the revised NPPF (Section 15) should be 
justified and evidenced to show they are required, 
acceptable, and balanced against the need to delivery 
housing. 

Noted. 

1896 Mrs 
 
Teresa 

 I agree with Option a.  Designated sites should be 
protected and where possible enhanced.   For example, 
Middle Battenhall Farm should have its application to be 

Noted. However the site specific comments are not 
within the scope of this consultation. 
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Nockton 

registered as a Local Green Space approved. 

1986 Mr 
 
Nick 
 
Sandford 

 We would like to see all ancient woodland and 
ancient/veteran trees protected other than in wholly 
exceptional circumstances, as required in para 175 of 
the new NPPF 

Noted. 

2046 Mrs 
 
Anne 
 
Caulkin 

 SSSIs should be respected and protected. Noted. 

2057 Miss 
 
May 
 
Caulkin 

 SSIs should be respected and protected. Noted. 

2679 Mr 
 
Graham 
 
Love 

Broadway 
Trust 

General support. “a” is particularly important to 
Broadway regarding the allocated site on Station Rd and 
the adjacent nature reserve. 

Noted. 

2101 DC Rowbury 
and 
Daughters 

 We do not have any specific comments to make in 
relation to Options 26 - 28 but do nevertheless reserve 
the right to comment further on this in so far as it may 
affect our client’s land interests. 

Noted. 

2772 Mr 
 

 a. should be promoted and the application for Middle 
Battenhall Farm should be adopted as Local Green 

Noted. 
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Denis 
 
Bennett 

space. 

2246 Mrs 
 
Roslyn 
 
Deeming 

Natural 
England 

We agree that all these approaches should be 
considered within the policy and all have merits 
depending on the characteristics and outcome 
objectives of a site. Long term monitoring is also an 
important part of ensuring the success of biodiversity 
enhancements. 

We also suggest that biodiversity net gain should be 
given greater consideration within the local plan 
policies. It is now given greater reference in the revised 
NPPF and it has also been included within the 
government’s 25 year plan “A Green Future” where the 
principle of embedding “environmental net gain” is 
prominently featured. Please see the gov.uk website for 
further details: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/up
loads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25
-year-environment-plan.pdf 

As well as including net gain within the policies you may 
wish to consider including further advice within in a 
Supplementary Planning Document on how net gain can 
be demonstrated when a planning application is 
submitted including reference to the Defra metrics 
which are currently being updated 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/biodiversit
y-offsetting. 

Noted. SWDP 22 will be revised in line with the 
revised  NPPF's requirements on planning for 
biodiversity.   We are also considering the need for 
an SPD on biodiversity, although no date has yet 
been projected for its adoption as currently work is 
focussed on revising the SWDP 
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3114 Mr 
 
Adrian 
 
Darby 

Kemerton 
Conservation 
Trust 

Green Infrastructure policy (SWDP5 and 38) and 
biodiversity policy (SWDP22) are currently listed as in 
need of no further work but comments above and set 
out in the consultation document suggest these policies 
must be added to the review list. For more detail see 
our responses to Question 10 and Option 26 for GI and 
Option 27 for biodiversity. 

Noted. 

3160 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Option 27 B is therefore supported b. Encourage the 
biodiversity enhancement of sites through 
development, for example, allocating sites which can 
deliver biodiversity enhancement. 

Duplicate response. 

3366 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

It is noted that Policy SWDP22: Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity accords with one of the core principles of 
the NPPF, in conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment and our client is supportive of the 
approach set out in the policy. 

Noted. 

2996 Mr 
 
John 
 
Raine 

 Another high priority!! Noted. 

3000 Keith 
 
Bridgewater 

 The Application for Middle Battenhall Farm in 
Worcester City being registered as Local Green Space 
should be approved. This approval should take priority 
over any application for housing allocation on this site. 

Noted. 

3107 Mr 
 
Adrian 

Kemerton 
Conservation 
Trust 

We see SWDP22 as crucial for the protection of the 
biodiversity of the area. Since it was written the 
government has produced its 25-year Environment Plan 

Noted. SWDP 22 will be revised in line with the 
revised  NPPF's requirements on planning for 
biodiversity. Currently SWDP 22 (F) promotes the 
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Darby 

and has committed itself in the NPPF to map and 
safeguard ecological networks. In South 
Worcestershire’s case we consider the floodplains of the 
main rivers to be particularly important, noting the loss 
of unimproved grasslands and their associated fauna 
(especially nesting curlew). Hence we would like to see 
an expansion of Paragraph F. of this policy emphasising 
the need to achieve “Bigger, better. more joined up” 
biodiversity features and identifying where the most 
important of these are to be found.. 

The SWDPR should certainly follow a.) The locally 
designated sites are particularly important, because 
they are constantly being brought up to date, whereas 
the process of national and international designation 
has more or less come to an end. 

b.). This seems to imply that development can often 
provide biodiversity enhancement. We think that this 
unlikely in most cases (although it may occur in the case 
of mineral extraction which falls outside the remit of the 
SWDP). In general it is much more important to choose 
sites where development would do least harm to 
biodiversity. 

Having said this we would support c.) and would wish to 
see whatever biodiversity enhancement is possible 
achieved in every development. 

We strongly support d.) We are concerned that the lack 
of long-term monitoring is a weakness of the existing 

enhancement and connectivity of biodiversity 
networks beyond the site boundary. The site 
selection process already takes account of national 
and local designations, to avoid harm to known 
biodiversity attributes, and further local knowledge is 
picked up through the consultation process. 
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system. 

3127 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Option 27 B is therefore supported b. Encourage the 
biodiversity enhancement of sites through 
development, for example, allocating sites which can 
deliver biodiversity enhancement. 

Noted. 

3452 Johnson 
Brothers 

 It is noted that Policy SWDP22: Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity accords with one of the core principles of 
the NPPF, in conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment and our client is supportive of the 
approach set out in the policy. 

Noted. 

3298  Worcestershir
e Health and 
Care NHS 
Trust 

We agree with Option 27(b), biodiversity enhancement 
of sites should be encouraged when sites are brought 
forward for development. This should be a factor when 
considering sites to be allocated.  However, we would 
not favour long term monitoring of biodiversity 
mitigation since this would place an onerous 
requirement on the occupiers of schemes.  We consider 
that so long as adequate mitigation and enhancement is 
introduced in the initial design stage there should be no 
need for long term monitoring of such matters.  Any 
landscape management plans should be able to 
maintain the habitat created without the need for 
monitoring. 

Noted. 

4466 Mr 
 
Stuart 
 
Carter 

Clerk 
 
Evesham 
Town Council 

Continue to protect all designated sites from 
development, including maintaining a buffer zone 
where appropriate. Seek to identify opportunities for 
the restoration or creation of new habitat areas in 
association with planned development, as part of the 
wider biodiversity network. Require, through policy, 

Noted. 

P
age 218

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3127.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3452.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3298.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/4466.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

increased long-term monitoring of biodiversity 
mitigation and enhancement measures on development 
sites. 

4014  Richborough 
Estates 

We consider that any requirements to mitigate and 
enhance biodiversity which are beyond the requirement 
set out in the revised NPPF (Section 15) should be 
justified and evidenced to show they are required, 
acceptable, and balanced against the need to delivery 
housing. 

Noted. 

4317 Mike 
 
Martin-
White 

Principal 
Planner 
 
Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Planning) 

All sites with statutory designations sites should be 
protected from development to comply with NPPF, 
other than under the specific circumstances SWDP22 
already articulates. In addition to the protection of the 
site itself, the use of an 'ecologically functional' buffer 
adjacent to any sites could be adopted to ensure that 
protection is adequate. Option 'a' is supported. Please 
refer to additional comments regarding cumulative 
impacts and maintenance of 'dark corridors'. 

An expectation should be set out that allocation sites of 
all scales must secure, a set level of biodiversity net 
gain. Even at a very small scale an inexpensive hedgehog 
tunnel, bat or bird brick or nest box can be incorporated 
within householder developments. For medium and 
large scale development, quantification of biodiversity 
change, for instance using the standard DEFRA 
biodiversity metric or natural capital planning toolkit 
would demonstrate that 'no-net-loss' and preferably 
environmental net gain has been achieved. In this 
respect we support option 'b'. Additionally it is noted 

Noted. SWDP 22 will be revised in line with the 
revised  NPPF's requirements on planning for 
biodiversity. 

P
age 219

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/4014.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/4317.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

that the NPPF (2018) directs Local Plans to pursue 
opportunities for securing measurable net gains for 
biodiversity (paragraph 174.b). 

Where development can contribute at a landscape scale 
towards the wider biodiversity network these 
opportunities should be identified and encouraged. We 
therefore also support option 'c'. 

A management and monitoring programme of 
biodiversity (and GI) measures secured through the 
planning process should be proportionate to the nature 
and scale of those measures. This should also be a 
requirement of the SWDPR to ensure measures are 
deliverable and effective. We therefore also support 
option'd'. 

All four options or a combination of key elements from 
all four options should be taken forward. 

The Government's has shared its environmental 
aspirations within DEFRA's 25 year Environmental Plan, 
promoting Natural Capital as a tool which can be used at 
both a development and district scale using an 
appropriate metric. 

3894  Warwickshire 
College 

Agree with Option 27 B, however oppose any 
requirement for longer term monitoring of biodiversity 
mitigation since this would place onerous requirements 
on the occupiers/developers of a site. 

Noted 

3978  Madresfield We agree with Option 27(b), biodiversity enhancement Noted.. 
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of sites should be encouraged when sites are brought 
forward for development. This should be a factor when 
considering sites to be allocated.  However, we would 
not favour long term monitoring of biodiversity 
mitigation since this would place an onerous 
requirement on the occupiers of schemes.  We consider 
that so long as adequate mitigation and enhancement is 
introduced in the initial design stage there should be no 
need for long term monitoring of such matters.  Any 
landscape management plans should be able to 
maintain the habitat created without the need for 
monitoring. 

3970 ehB Reeves ehB Reeves We consider that any requirements to mitigate and 
enhance biodiversity which are beyond the requirement 
set out in the revised NPPF (Section 15) should be 
justified and evidenced to show they are required, 
acceptable, and balanced against the need to delivery 
housing. 

Noted. 

4326 Cllr 
 
Liz 
 
Eyre 

Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Broadway 
Division) 

In the AONB and its Setting 

I support all of the proposed options relating to 
biodiversity but with a stronger emphasis on requiring 
development to deliver significant net-gains in 
biodiversity. All of these options are consistent with 
Policy CE7 (Biodiversity) of the Cotswolds AONB 
Management Plan. They are also consistent with the 
aspirations set out in the Government’s 25 Environment 
Plan. 

In promoting these options, the Development Plan 

Noted. 
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should explicitly refer to the principles that were set out 
in the ‘Lawton Report’[1] - better, bigger, more and 
joined: 

 BETTER: Existing wildlife sites[2] should be 
protected, in line with national policy and 
guidance, and be brought into good condition 
through effective and appropriate management. 

 BIGGER: The size of existing wildlife sites should 
be increased. 

 MORE: More wildlife sites should be created. 
 JOINED: Connectivity between wildlife sites 

should be improved by creating new wildlife 
corridors and ‘stepping stone’ sites and the 
provision of green infrastructure. The pressure 
on wildlife should be reduced by improving the 
wider environment, including the provision of 
less intensively managed ‘buffer zones’ around 
wildlife sites. 

[1] Lawton, J.H. et al (2010) Making Space for Nature: a 
review of England’s wildlife sites and ecological 
networks. Report to Defra. 

[2] ‘Wildlife sites’ include the hierarchy of nature 
conservation designations, nature reserves and other 
priority habitat. 

Outside the AONB 

I support all four options. 

P
age 222

http://moss-app/ss/jcs/Joint%20Core%20Strategy%20Documents/1%20SWDP%20Plan%20Review/Issues%20and%20Options/Consultation%20Responses/Cllr%20Liz%20Eyre/SWDP%20Issues%20and%20Options%20-%20Initial%20Comments%20-%2012%20Dec%202018.docx#_ftn1
http://moss-app/ss/jcs/Joint%20Core%20Strategy%20Documents/1%20SWDP%20Plan%20Review/Issues%20and%20Options/Consultation%20Responses/Cllr%20Liz%20Eyre/SWDP%20Issues%20and%20Options%20-%20Initial%20Comments%20-%2012%20Dec%202018.docx#_ftn2
http://moss-app/ss/jcs/Joint%20Core%20Strategy%20Documents/1%20SWDP%20Plan%20Review/Issues%20and%20Options/Consultation%20Responses/Cllr%20Liz%20Eyre/SWDP%20Issues%20and%20Options%20-%20Initial%20Comments%20-%2012%20Dec%202018.docx#_ftnref1
http://moss-app/ss/jcs/Joint%20Core%20Strategy%20Documents/1%20SWDP%20Plan%20Review/Issues%20and%20Options/Consultation%20Responses/Cllr%20Liz%20Eyre/SWDP%20Issues%20and%20Options%20-%20Initial%20Comments%20-%2012%20Dec%202018.docx#_ftnref2


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

4370 Cllr 
 
Liz 
 
Eyre 

Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Broadway 
Division) 

I support all four options. Noted. 

4403 Mrs 
 
Julie 
 
Wood 

 Trees, woodland and hedgerows are so important in 
terms of climate change, biodiversity, health and well – 
being and the economy. Priority should be given to 
retaining all trees, hedgerows and woodlands, not just 
where practical to do so. Developments can be designed 
around existing landscape features; retaining wildlife 
corridors and habitats. Trees also have an important 
effect on the street scene, whether one tree, a group of 
trees or a hedgerow, softening the landscape and 
bringing seasonal change and colour. They break up the 
mass. 

New planting should be insisted on as part of any 
development, and like for like replacement (where 
there has to be loss!) and there should be a policy of net 
gain from any development, whether it be wildlife 
features, such as ponds, native mixed hedging, trees 
and provision of new wildlife corridors. 

These principles should be applied to all developments; 
housing, transport, industrial and retail s well as open 
space. 

Noted. SWDP 22 will be revised in line with the 
revised  NPPF's requirements on planning for 
biodiversity. Currently SWDP 22 (F) promotes the 
enhancement and connectivity of biodiversity 
networks beyond the site boundary. 

4065 Mr 
 
John 

 The Cotswolds Conservation Board supports all four 
options (a-d), although option (b) should require 
development to deliver significant net-gains in 

Noted. SWDP 22 will be revised in line with the 
revised  NPPF's requirements on planning for 
biodiversity. We will carefully consider the potential 
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Mills 

biodiversity, rather than just encouraging biodiversity 
enhancement. All of these options are consistent with 
Policy CE7 (Biodiversity) of the Cotswolds AONB 
Management Plan. They are also consistent with the 
aspirations set out in the Government’s 25 Environment 
Plan. In promoting these options, the Development Plan 
should explicitly refer to the principles that were set out 
in the ‘Lawton Report’ 11 - better, bigger, more and 
joined: 

BETTER: Existing wildlife sites12 should be protected, in 
line with national policy and guidance, and be brought 
into good condition through effective and appropriate 
management. 

BIGGER: The size of existing wildlife sites should be 
increased. 

MORE: More wildlife sites should be created. 

JOINED: Connectivity between wildlife sites should be 
improved by creating new wildlife corridors and 
‘stepping stone’ sites and the provision of green 
infrastructure. The pressure on wildlife should be 
reduced by improving the wider environment, including 
the provision of less intensively managed ‘buffer zones’ 
around wildlife sites. 

for further encouraging linkages to wider ecological 
networks and promoting 'bigger, better and more 
joined up' biodiversity features through the planning 
process wherever possible. However, it is worth 
noting that currently SWDP 22 (F) promotes the 
enhancement and connectivity of biodiversity 
networks beyond the site boundary. 

4233 Mr 
 
M 
 

 It is noted that Policy SWDP22: Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity accords with one of the core principles of 
the NPPF, in conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment and our client is supportive of the 

Noted. 
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Tredwell approach set out in the policy. 

4275  Gallagher 
Estates 
Limited 

It is noted that Policy SWDP22: Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity accords with one of 

the core principles of the NPPF, in conserving and 
enhancing the natural 

environment and our client is supportive of the 
approach set out in the policy. 

Noted. 

4394 Alex 
 
Thompson 

Environment 
Agency 

With cross reference to option 26, we would also 
welcome identification of opportunities for and 
measures to secure net gains for biodiversity, in line 
with the NPPF recent revisions. The potential for other 
environmental improvements could also be explored. 

Cont./d.. 4 

Note – Please see current consultation on ‘net gains key 
issues’ which is seeking to pursue a broader 
Environmental Net Gain approach. 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/land-use/net-gain/ 

Noted. SWDP 22 will be revised in line with the 
revised  NPPF's requirements on planning for 
biodiversity. 

86 Prosser  The SWDPR should continue to require 10% of all 
energy within new developments to be generated from 
on-site renewable energy sources. 

Noted. Support for existing SWDP27 

123 Mr 
 
Matthew 
 
Blackbourn 

 The SWDPR should adopt a higher target for on-site 
renewable energy generation in new development, 
require heat mapping for large scale SWDP allocations, 
and establish a south Worcestershire / district level 
Community Energy Fund providing developers with a 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
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route to compliance with carbon reduction targets 
allowing them to offset any carbon reductions they are 
unable to achieve on‐site through payment into an 
energy fund. 

considerations. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

154 Mr 
 
Chris 
 
Haynes 

 I'd like to see / consider more research on which 
approach (carbon reduction vs. on-site use of 
renewables) is more effective. 

Certainly oppose (f) - permitting developers to buy their 
way out of their commitment. What matters is the 
whole-life carbon contribution of the development 
(100s of years?) which cannot be offset by a one-off 
payment. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

316 Mr 
 
Robin 
 
Walker 

 Adopt a higher target for on-site renewable energy 
generation in new development. 

It is vital that we rapidly reduce our dependency on 
energy from fossil fuels if we are to meet the 
government's commitment to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 80% by 2050, relative to 1990 
levels. New buildings should be built to a zero carbon 
standard (Code 6 equivalent) for both insulation and 
renewable energy generation, and existing homes 
should be retrofitted to similar standards. 

It is also time to encourage onshore wind 
generation which is now a more effective investment 
than other forms of power generation. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

The identification of broad areas for wind energy 
would require further evidence to identify broad 
areas where wind energy may be technically feasible 
and suitable. 

396 Mr  Option "b" is essential. The percentage should be Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
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Peter 
 
Morgan 

increased to say 50% and in conjunction require all new 
developments to include solar roof panels etc. and 
perhaps even small turbines. 

We need to be making developments that have a low 
carbon footprint in their construction. We should be 
putting the emphasis on developers to do this. 

renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

A policy based on carbon reduction targets would not 
require the installation of renewable or low carbon 
energy. 

619 Miss 
 
Rebecca 
 
Coote 

 Blank Response Blank Response 

832 Mr 
 
Ian 
 
Tindell 

 Option 35 a - I would support this providing that any 
renewable energy does NOT include wind turbines, 
which has a disproportionate negative impact upon the 
landscape. ie solar panels on roofs or ground heat 
source pumps options are preferable. 

Option 35 b - Agreeable, but under same proviso as 
above 

Option 35 f - Have reservations about how this might 
work should a developer subsequently go into 
administration, change ownership, or find a legal loop 
hole at some future date so as not to pay into an energy 
fund. 

Noted. Support existing SWDP 27. 

Since SWDP 27 was developed some renewable 
energy technologies have become cheaper and / or 
more efficient. Any proposal to adopt a higher target 
would be subject to viability considerations. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

744 Cllr 
 

Vice Chair 
 

As the current SPD for renewable energy generation has 
only recently been approved it is perhaps too early to 

Noted. Support existing SWDP 27. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
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Margaret 
 
Rowley 

Tibberton 
Parish Council 

make a judgement as to how effective the policy has 
been and whether any changes should be 
made.  Staying with option a would be our 
recommendation unless there has been any evidence 
that a higher target would be achievable. 

Before agreeing with the establishment of a Community 
Energy Fund, clear objectives and likely outcomes would 
need to be established. 

require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

945 Mr 
 
Martin 
 
Pollard 

 Blank Response Blank Response 

808 Mr 
 
Mike 
 
Davis 

Clerk 
 
Lower 
Broadheath 
Parish Council 

We find this question un-answerable as couched. Does 
it mean 10% of gas, electricity, energy used to supply 
and remove water, fuel used to build the houses and 
supply the residents, were would you stop. Who is to 
adjudicate the value of the 10%?  10% of what? What, if 
the site is unsuitable for renewables? In a valley 
providing restricted sunshine; In a wind hollow; 
Insufficient water for a nuclear plant! Is there a 
minimum size of development to which this might 
apply?  The policy should at least require that all roof 
areas, in viable locations, be arrayed with solar panels at 
build. 

SWDP 27 applies to 10% of predicted energy use in 
the building by occupiers - ie, gas, electricity and oil. 

SWDP 27 has a caveat that the requirement 
is not required if it is not technically feasible. 

Nuclear is not considered to be renewable or low 
carbon energy. 

Support for solar panels on new development noted. 

987 Mrs 
 
Gillian 

Vale of 
Evesham Civic 
Society 

Adopt b and f Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
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Pawson 

adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

1124 Mr 
 
Duncan 
 
Cameron 

 Adopt a higher target for on-site renewable energy 
generation in new development. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

2458 Mr 
 
Dean 
 
Clarke 

 A, more than 10% if possible, 

Agree also with E 

Noted. Support for existing SWDP 27. 

Since SWDP 27 was developed some renewable 
energy technologies have become cheaper and / or 
more efficient. Any proposal to adopt a higher target 
would be subject to viability considerations. 

A policy based on carbon reduction targets would not 
require the installation of renewable or low carbon 
energy. 

2299 Jacqui 
 
Barker 

Clerk 
 
Leigh and 
Bransford 
Parish Council 

i) Generally a move to carbon reduction, rather than 
renewable energy is seen as a positive move but 
calculation of targets can be manipulated and a robust 
rationale will be required. 

ii) Heat mapping is supported. 

 

A policy that based on carbon reduction targets 
would be limited to standards set by Building 
Regulations because paragraph 150 of the 
Framework says that “any local requirements for the 
sustainability of buildings should reflect the 
Government’s policy for national technical 
standards”. 

A policy based on carbon reduction targets would not 
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require the installation of renewable or low carbon 
energy and would not increase the use and supply of 
renewable and low carbon energy and heat in 
accordance with paragraph 151 of the Framework. 

Noted. Support for existing SWDP 27B. 

The SWC Renewable & Low Carbon Energy SPD 
provides guidance on undertaking heat mapping that 
could be incorporated into the revised SWDP 27. 

The Framework (paragraph 151) says that plans 
should identify opportunities for development to 
draw its energy supply from decentralised, 
renewable or low carbon energy supply systems and 
for co-locating potential heat customers and 
suppliers. 

2911 Schroders Schroders UK 
Property Fund 

It is better to focus on energy efficiency rather than 
trying to generate energy from on site renewable 
energy sources. Owing to reductions in tariffs and 
payback periods for such matters are general unviable. 
Focusing on new forms of construction that have 
created more energy efficient buildings should be 
focused on and issues such as electric vehicle charging 
points. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction targets 
would not require the installation of renewable or 
low carbon energy. 

Electric vehicle charging points relate to the use of 
energy, not the generation of energy from renewable 
or low carbon energy sources 

3580 Mr 
 
David 
 
Harrison 

 I believe that the 10% required for SWDP 27 should be 
increased. 

First it should incorporate all extensions to properties 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
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and new builds. 

Point f) – No – all developers should provide renewable 
energy on each property (INCLUDING INDUSTRIAL and 
SHOPS/Businesses etc. 

The problem that we have is that developers are gaining 
Planning Permission and doing nothing yet... A Policy 
section a) could be amended so that properties built 
during 2021 to 2025 have to provide 15%. Properties 
built between 2026 and 2030 have to provide 20% and 
properties built between 2031 and 2035 have to 
provide 25% energy requirements. All properties would 
be better providing a minimum requirement which 
would be a lot cheaper for occupants of dwellings and 
Industry. 

considerations. 

SWDP 27 applies to extensions over 100sq m 

With a review of the Local Plan every 5 years, there is 
an opportunity to review the requirement. 

3091 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Childswickha
m Parish 
Council 

B Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

2551 Mrs 
 
C 
 
Shinner 

Clerk 
 
North Claines 
Parish Council 

An evidence based target for on-site renewable energy 
generation in new development should be applied 
(Option (c)). It is considered that the 10% target is too 
low. A carbon reduction target should also be 
incorporated into the policy (Option (e)). The 
Community Energy Fund (Option (f)) looks an interesting 
initiative but would need more detail on how this would 
work in practice. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

A policy based on carbon reduction targets would not 
require the installation of renewable or low carbon 
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 energy. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

1983 Mrs 
 
Helen 
Veronica 
 
Silber 

 I think the SWDPR should: 

b. Adopt a higher target for on-site renewable energy 
generation in new development. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

2389 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Kemerton 
Parish Council 

The aim should be carbon reduction which can be 
achieved both by generating renewable energy and by 
reducing energy use (e.g. by better insulation). This 
should cover the whole lifetime of the building including 
the energy embodied in the initial construction. It seems 
therefore best to adopt e. However we recognise that in 
a village like Kemerton with a substantial conservation 
area it may not always be possible to meet this target 
and therefore we also support the establishment of a 
Community Energy Fund under f. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction targets 
would not require the installation of renewable or 
low carbon energy. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

1861 Mrs 
 
Linda 
 
Blake 

Town Clerk 
 
Malvern Town 
Council 

In terms of Option (b) an evidence based target for on-
site renewable energy generation in new development 
should be applied. It is considered that the 10% target is 
too low. A carbon reduction target should also be 
incorporated into the policy (Option (e)). The 
Community Energy Fund (Option (f)) looks an interesting 
initiative but would need more detail on how this would 
work in practice. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

A policy based on carbon reduction targets would not 
require the installation of renewable or low carbon 
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energy. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

1688 Ms 
 
Sarah 
 
Rouse 

 Blank Response Blank Response 

1268 Mrs 
 
Julie 
 
Tucker 

 A higher target for renewables would be good coupled 
with a carbon reduction target. It would also be helpful 
to require heat mapping for large scale allocations. 

There should be no allowance for carbon offset. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

Noted - no support for carbon offset 

1221 Mr 
 
Jonathan 
 
Prior 

Chairman 
 
Earls Croome 
Parish Council 

Yes to b only. Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

1364 Mr 
 
A 
 
Smith 

Custom Land 
Limited 

Any energy requirements for new development should 
be determined in accordance with national policy, 
regulations and guidance.  The insulation qualities of 
new buildings delivers the greatest reductions in carbon 
emissions because it directly reduces energy use 
(Option (c)).  Any higher targets would need to be fully 
justified, deliverable and not harm viability (Option (b)). 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 
subject to viability considerations. 
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1976 Mr 
 
George 
 
Glaze 

 option b Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

1311 Rebecca 
 
Mitchell 

Planning 
Director 
 
Barwood 
Development 
Securities Ltd 

If the Authorities pursue a policy which seeks renewable 
energy targets or requirements which exceed the 
building regulations requirements then it is essential 
that a robust evidence base is produced to demonstrate 
it feasible and that its impact on viability of sites is 
assessed and recognise that it could have implications 
for the delivery of other plan objectives, such as 
affordable housing delivery. 

Noted. Any proposal to adopt a higher target would 
be subject to viability considerations. 

1819 Mr 
 
Reuben 
 
Bellamy 

Planning 
Director 
 
Lone Star 
Land 

Blank Response Blank Response 

1773 Mr 
 
David 
 
Addison 

Director 
 
AddisonRees 
Planning 
Consultancy 
Ltd 

c and f Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

1537 Mr 
 
Alan 

 Adopt a higher target for on-site renewable energy 
generation in new development. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
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Freer 

adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

1615 Mr 
 
Steven 
 
Sparrow 

 B. Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

2110 DC Rowbury 
and 
Daughters 

 We do not have any specific comments to make in 
relation to Options 30-37 but do nevertheless reserve 
the right to comment further on this in so far as it may 
affect our client’s land interests. 

No comment 

2189 Sarah 
 
Milward 

IM Land Paragraph 150 of the revised NPPF sets out that new 
development should be planned for in ways that can 
help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as 
through its location, orientation and design. Any 
locational requirements for the sustainability of 
buildings should reflect the Government’s policy for 
national technical standards. SWDP 27 (Renewable and 
Low Carbon Energy) sets out that all new developments 
for housing should incorporate the generation of energy 
from renewable or low carbon sources equivalent to at 
least 10% of predicted energy requirements, unless it 
can be shown this would make the development 
unviable. The footnotes to SWDP 27 set out that an 
‘energy hierarchy’ should be considered. The Policy also 
sets out that large scale schemes (those proposing more 
than 100 dwellings) should examine the potential for 
decentralised energy and heating networks and provide 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 
subject to viability considerations. 
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systems if practical and viable. 

Any requirement set out within Option 35 will have to 
be justified, evidenced and tested to ensure it does not 
stifle the delivery of housing and the viability of 
developments. We support the current policy’s 
provision of an energy hierarchy to ensure that ‘fabric 
first’ methods can be employed in the first instance. 

2217 Sarah 
 
Milward 

IM Land Paragraph 150 of the revised NPPF sets out that new 
development should be planned for in ways that can 
help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as 
through its location, orientation and design. Any 
locational requirements for the sustainability of 
buildings should reflect the Government’s policy for 
national technical standards. SWDP 27 (Renewable and 
Low Carbon Energy) sets out that all new developments 
for housing should incorporate the generation of energy 
from renewable or low carbon sources equivalent to at 
least 10% of predicted energy requirements, unless it 
can be shown this would make the development 
unviable. The footnotes to SWDP 27 set out that an 
‘energy hierarchy’ should be considered. The Policy also 
sets out that large scale schemes (those proposing more 
than 100 dwellings) should examine the potential for 
decentralised energy and heating networks and provide 
systems if practical and viable. 

Any requirement set out within Option 35 will have to 
be justified, evidenced and tested to ensure it does not 
stifle the delivery of housing and the viability of 
developments. We support the current policy’s 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 
subject to viability considerations. 
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provision of an energy hierarchy to ensure that ‘fabric 
first’ methods can be employed in the first instance. 

3551 Mr 
 
Phillip 
 
Aldridge 

 Ripple Parish has significant pockets of land put forward 
for new housing development and is already subject to 
extensive mineral extraction with new sites proposed as 
part of the WCC emerging local mineral plan. 

It isn’t hard to imagine the cumulative, negative, 
environment impact on an area of high grade 
agricultural land with its network of public footpaths 
leading into and affording scenic views the Malvern and 
Bredon Hill areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Climate change is increasing risks of flood from the River 
Severn and gradually reducing the available agricultural 
land. 

No comment. Respondent has not indicated a 
preferred approach 

2503 Mr 
 
Andrew 
 
Medcalf 

 Support "a" "b" and "f". In addition should a proposed 
Housing development come forward that is completely 
Carbon Neutral or Carbon Negative out with a 
Settlement Boundary a Policy should be provided to 
support this. 

 

Noted. Support existing SWDP 27. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

2336 Jan 
 
Russell 

 F Noted. Establishment of a Community Energy Fund 
would require further research to examine the costs 
/ benefits and potential administrative 
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arrangements. 

2689 Mr 
 
Graham 
 
Love 

Broadway 
Trust 

Adopt “a” and “e” – the outcome is more important. A 
cost benefit analysis should be part of the latter. (“f” is a 
potentially complicated approach where the devil is in 
the detail). 

Noted. Support existing SWDP 27. 

A policy based on carbon reduction targets would not 
require the installation of renewable or low carbon 
energy. 

2160 Simon 
 
Vick 

Platform 
Housing 
Group 

The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

2113 Ms 
 
Anna 
 
Frankel 

 Not only should electric car charging points be required 
in new developments, but also solar ‘panels on every 
building. 

Noted. Appears to support 10% or above renewable 
or low carbon energy requirement. 

Electric charging points not necessarily linked to 
renewable or low carbon energy 

2832  Jessup Ltd The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 
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2866  2 Counties 
Construction 

The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

2260 Kenneth 
Gordon 
 
Kingston 

 Housing and building development policies should 
specify insulation standards to ensure properties can 
stay cool as well as warm. Increase solar generation 
requirement so that every new house must generate 
30% of electricity need. All new property development 
should require clean water storage and usage. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

A policy based on carbon reduction targets would not 
require the installation of renewable or low carbon 
energy. 

2469 Ms 
 
Jo 
 
Russell 

Planning 
Director 
 
Stoford 
Development 
Ltd 

Stoford would prefer that the policy opted for carbon 
reduction targets rather than renewable energy 
targets.  There are fabric first approaches that can make 
significant energy reductions within a development and 
it is consistent with the hierarchical approach to reduce 
energy consumption as a starting point. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction targets 
would not require the installation of renewable or 
low carbon energy. 

3013 Mr 
 
John 
 
Raine 

 We need higher targets here for on-site renewable 
energy as in b). 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 
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2797  Taylor 
Wimpey 

In relation to ‘Planning for climate change’ the NPPF 
states (Paragraph 150) that: “New development should 
be planned for in ways that...can help to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, such as through its location, 
orientation and design. ” RPS supports this approach, 
that would encourage the design of houses and the use 
of materials in the construction process that would 
reduce the demand for energy in the first instance. The 
approach set out in Option 35c, which would seek to 
promote carbon reduction is supported. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

3375 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

The intention of the SWDPR in seeking to reduce the 
impacts of climate change through maximising 
renewable and low carbon energy development is fully 
supported by our client. The NPPF at paragraph 150 
states that “Any local requirements for the sustainability 
of buildings should reflect the Government’s policy for 
national technical standards”. It is the case that carbon 
reduction measures are being delivered through 
changes to building regulations and it is therefore 
considered that the SWDPR should amend policy SWDP 
27 to reflect this approach. It is important that any 
policy provisions however, are not overly onerous and 
do not present unnecessary viability obstacles and must 
be proportionate to the size and nature if a site , along 
with the form and type of development proposed. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 
subject to viability considerations. 

3214 Mr 
 
David 
 
Dickerson 

 Due to the absence of a mains gas supply to Ryall, Holly 
Green and surrounding areas only oil or bottled gas (in 
certain locations but subject to stringent planning 
requirements) can be used for domestic heating fuel 
other than electricity for smaller properties or flats. 

Noted.  Appears to be support for a policy requiring 
renewable and low carbon energy, particularly heat 
to replace / supplement energy provided by 
electricity and oil. 
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Many people are simply unaware of this fact because 
they live in an area that is on the West side of the River 
Severn.  Within many previous housing development 
enquiries concerning the area this situation has 
appeared to have either been ignored or was simply not 
mentioned because the people concerned within the 
board of enquiry did not know.  In the current situation 
large lorries have to gain access to all properties to 
enable fuel oil deliveries for heating and/or cooking or 
at the very least to all areas where bottled gas 
containers are situated. 

Unless a mains gas supply is installed that feeds to the 
East side of the River Severn the current situation will 
remain the same and would obviously include further 
areas of housing development. 

Some would say that heating by electricity is a viable 
alternative but this only applies to smaller houses or 
flats. Most properties in the area are heated by oil or 
more recently with bottled gas as an alternative from a 
communal tank supply but as the current situation 
exists any proposed housing developments need to 
contain a sufficient size of road width and road layout to 
facilitate fuel oil or gas deliveries by large lorries all year 
round. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 
subject to viability considerations. 

3226  Bellway 
Homes Ltd 

The SWDP Review’s policies should not set onerous 
requirements which could compromise the viability of 
new development and the plan’s ability to deliver the 
district’s housing needs in full. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 
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Moreover, NPPF2 states that new development should 
plan to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by its 
location, orientation and design. Energy efficiency 
standards are set separately through Part L of Building 
Regulations. It is therefore not necessary for plan policy 
to also set requirements. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 
subject to viability considerations. 

2944  Cala Homes 
Ltd 

Our client supports an approach in which the ability of 
individual schemes to meet the energy generation 
target is considered. On site provision may not be 
appropriate in all cases, including smaller development 
sites. Consideration should also be given to the benefits 
of a fabric first approach to the design of individual 
buildings, which maximises the performance of the 
components and materials and which can improve 
energy efficiency. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

3249  Gleeson 
Strategic Land 
Limited 

Although LPA’s should encourage developers to adopt 
renewable energy facilities it is unrealistic to require on-
site renewable energy facilities in all new development. 

The Planning and Energy Act (2008) allows local 
planning authorities’ policies to impose reasonable 
requirements for a proportion of energy used in 
developments to be from renewable and low carbon 
sources in the locality of the development. 

3308  Worcestershir
e Health and 
Care NHS 
Trust 

The general view of the development industry is that it 
is better to focus on energy efficiency rather than trying 
to generate energy from on-site renewable energy 
sources. Owing to reductions in tariffs the payback 
periods for such matters are generally 
unviable.  However, new forms of construction and 
building regulations have created much more energy 
efficient buildings, particularly for housing and we 
consider that focusing on these aspects and issues such 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Electric vehicle charging points relate to energy use 
rather than energy generation. 
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as electric vehicle charging points would be more 
beneficial. 

3285 Mr 
 
Robin 
 
Bramley 

 New development should aim to be carbon neutral, as 
well as creating environmentally sound properties that 
can harvest natural resources. 

Support for a zero carbon target noted. 

A policy requiring new development to be carbon 
neutral may be contrary to the Framework which 
says that “any local requirements for the 
sustainability of buildings should reflect the 
Government’s policy for national technical 
standards”. 

3071 Mrs 
 
Emma 
 
Foster 

Spitfire 
Bespoke 
Homes 

Spitfire’s preferred option for energy requirements in 
new development is Option 35c which relies on a fabric 
first approach and carbon reduction measures delivered 
through Building Regulations. We trust the above 
comments will be taken into consideration by the 
Councils when preparing the SWDP. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

3464 Johnson 
Brothers 

 The intention of the SWDPR in seeking to reduce the 
impacts of climate change 

through maximising renewable and low carbon energy 
development is fully supported by our client. The NPPF 
at paragraph 150 states that “Any local requirements for 
the sustainability of buildings should reflect the 
Government’s policy for national technical standards”. It 
is the case that carbon reduction measures are being 
delivered through changes to building regulations and it 
is therefore considered that the SWDPR should amend 
policy SWDP 27 to reflect this approach. It is important 
that any policy provisions however, are not overly 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 
subject to viability considerations. 
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onerous and do not present unnecessary viability 
obstacles and must be proportionate to the size and 
nature if a site , along with the form and type of 
development proposed. 

3478  Hallam Land 
Management 
Ltd 

The current SWDP requires 10% of all energy from new 
developments to be generated from on-site renewable 
source, HLM do not consider that the SWDPR should 
now adopt higher targets in new development and 
should as a minimum ensure consistency of approach 
with the NPPF and Planning Practice Guidance. 

Any new policy should also have regard to the benefits 
of carbon reduction measures which are being delivered 
through building control legislation which should be 
recognised as a betterment, having regard to a wider 
objective for reduction in dependency of non-renewable 
energy as part of the overall climate change strategy. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

3527  St Modwen 
Development
s Ltd 

Any policy should be based on carbon reduction rather 
than renewable energy. A “fabric first” approach is 
often to be preferred, and individual circumstances 
might dictate that a low carbon rather than renewable 
energy solution is to be preferred.  A carbon reduction 
policy would support this in a way that a renewable 
energy policy does not.  A mechanism to support 
offsetting as an alternative would also be appropriate. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 

3521  Maximus The consultation document sets out a number of policy 
approaches to address energy requirements in new 
developments including Option 35a ‘Continue to require 
10% of all energy within new developments to be 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 
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generated from on-site renewable energy sources’. We 
consider that the provision of on-site renewable energy 
is not always a feasible option or indeed the best 
approach to making a development more sustainable. 

As an alternative, the SWDPR should include a policy 
that seeks to ensure that new development is resource 
and energy efficient and has low environmental impacts 
in terms of carbon dioxide emissions. 

3665 Rebecca 
 
Birch 

Development 
Manager 
 
St Philips Ltd 

The Council must ensure that the policy approach 
complies with supporting the transition to a low carbon 
future as illustrated under paragraph 151 of the NPPF. 
Likewise, policies should be compliant with, but no 
higher than, Part L Building Regulations. St Philips 
support, in principle, Option C as the preferred option 
whereby delivery of carbon reduction measures are 
delivered through changes to the appropriate 
regulations. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4308 Mike 
 
Martin-
White 

Principal 
Planner 
 
Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Planning) 

SUSTAINABILITY DEPT RESPONSE: 

The emerging Worcestershire Energy Strategy is looking 
to deliver clean, secure energy solutions for 
Worcestershire. Diversification in our energy system will 
become increasingly important as we move to a more 
flexible system of energy supply. We believe that SWDP 
should adopt higher targets for on-site renewable 
generation in new developments to support and lead 
the way on the provision of clean and diverse energy 
generation solutions. Heat mapping of all large scale 
allocations should also be factored in to the SWDP 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

Support for existing SWDP 27B. Consistent with NPPF 
which says that plans should identify opportunities 
for development to draw its energy supply from 
decentralised, renewable or low carbon energy 
supply systems and for co-locating potential heat 
customers and suppliers. 
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review. This will outline the potential for heat networks 
which is something that is has been lacking from 
previous plans. 

3712 Victoria 
 
Portch 

Clerk 
 
Ripple Parish 
Council 

New buildings should meet the highest standards of 
insulation, utilising natural sustainable materials and 
include solar energy installations. New agricultural 
buildings and industrial warehousing should incorporate 
integrated solar panels in their roofing. 

Quality of build is vital as replacing structural elements 
of buildings such as short life window frames/doors, 
boilers etc. simply adds to environmental pollution and 
increased energy needs in producing replacements. 

Improve Planning to ensure that new housing estates 
are to an improved layout design, rather than maximum 
housing per hectare. 

Noted. Appears to be support for 10% requirement 
or above. 

Since SWDP 27 was developed some renewable 
energy technologies have become cheaper and / or 
more efficient. Any proposal to adopt a higher target 
would be subject to viability considerations. 

A policy based on carbon reduction measures would 
require new development to meet standards set by 
Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4052 Mr. 
 
Peter 
 
Tidmarsh 

Member 
 
Stockton 
Parish 
Meeting 

Renewable Energy Generation: 

Increasing the amount of energy produced from 
renewable and low carbon technologies in south 
Worcestershire will reduce the dependence on fossil 
fuels, but the construction of these sites, must not come 
at the cost of our unique and biodiverse landscape. 

Industrial Parks and Warehouse style shopping centres 
should be required to cover their entire roof areas with 
solar panels, before any green land is chosen for a site. 
Adopt a much higher target for on-site renewable 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

Sale and use of plastics is not a land-use planning 
matter. 
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energy generation in new development. 

Waste: 

Let’s be the first County in England to ban the sale and 
use of single use plastics. 

3841 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

3611  North Oak 
Homes 

The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4016  Richborough 
Estates 

Paragraph 150 of the revised NPPF sets out that new 
development should be planned for in ways that can 
help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as 
through its location, orientation and design. 

Any locational requirements for the sustainability of 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 

P
age 247

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3841.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3611.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/4016.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

buildings should reflect the Government’s policy for 
national technical standards. SWDP 27 (Renewable and 
Low Carbon Energy) sets out that all new developments 
for housing should incorporate the generation of energy 
from renewable or low carbon sources equivalent to at 
least 10% of predicted energy requirements, unless it 
can be shown this would make the development 
unviable. The footnotes to SWDP 27 set out that an 
‘energy hierarchy’ should be considered. 

Any requirement set out within Option 35 will have to 
be justified, evidenced and tested to ensure it does not 
stifle the delivery of housing and the viability of 
developments. We support the current policy’s 
provision of an energy hierarchy to ensure that ‘fabric 
first’ methods can be employed in the first instance. 

subject to viability considerations. 

3789 Ms 
 
Nikki 
 
Harrison 

 The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4287 Mr 
 
Paul 
 
Brown 

 Energy Requirements in New Developments, Option 35. 
Items a & b, The latest IPCC assessment of the climate 
situation throws existing targets and these tentative 
proposals of new ones into the Obsolete category. 
Upgrades need to be of an entirely different degree. For 

Noted. Support for existing SWDP 27B. Consistent 
with NPPF which says that plans should identify 
opportunities for development to draw its energy 
supply from decentralised, renewable or low carbon 
energy supply systems and for co-locating potential 

P
age 248

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3789.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/4287.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

example, solar panels on roofs alone will not be 
adequate. |The necessary upgrades are of such 
magnitude that it would be unreasonable to impose 
them until a large sector of the population is persuaded 
of a similar view and other industries than 
Development, and the public at large, are beginning to 
make corresponding fundamental changes. This places a 
heavy burden on politicians, educationalists, media and 
other collaborators. In addition to others, South 
Worcestershire Planning departments can do their bit 
by going to such bodies and helping them to see the 
relevance of getting the message over in relation to 
formulating documents such as SWDPR, leading to 
climate helping action. 

Items c & e, The either/or of energy generation against 
carbon reduction is to miss the seriousness of the 
challenge we have, but in relation to security of supply, 
if choice of a trade-off is retained in SWDPR it should be 
generation that has the preference. 

Item d, may be justified. Has South Worcestershire 
equipped itself to make full use of the maps, or is it 
about to? 

heat customers and suppliers. 

3931 Eleanor 
 
Morrish 

Clerk 
 
Bishampton 
and 
Throckmorton 
Parish Council 

Climate change. Specify insulation standards to ensure 
properties can stay cool as well as warm.  Deter air 
conditioning.  Increase solar generation requirement so 
that every new house must generate 30% of electricity 
need. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

A policy based on carbon reduction measures would 
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require new development to meet standards set by 
Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4383 Mike 
 
Martin-
White 

Principal 
Planner 
 
Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Planning) 

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPT RESPONSE: 

Renewable energy - the Public Health Directorate 
recognises that climate change plays a part in public 
health and supports a higher target for onsite 
renewable energy generation in new developments (b) 
which is predominantly available to rented and shared 
ownership homes to reduce the potential impact of fuel 
poverty for those most likely to be impacted by fuel 
prices. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

4203 Sue 
 
Green 

Home 
Builders 
Federation 
Ltd 

Any local requirements for the sustainability of buildings 
should reflect the Government’s policy for national 
technical standards (para 150b). The Government has 
sought to set standards for energy efficiency through 
the national Building Regulations and to maintain this 
for the time being at the level of Part L 2013. Under the 
revised NPPF new development should be planned to 
help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by its location, 
orientation and design. The starting point for the 
reduction of energy consumption should be an energy 
hierarchy of energy reduction, energy efficiency, 
renewable energy and then finally low carbon energy. 
From the start a ‘fabric first’ approach should be 
emphasised which by improving fabric specification 
increases thermal efficiency and so reduces heating and 
electricity usage. Option 35c of not requiring renewable 
energy generation and relying on carbon reduction 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 
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measures delivered through Building Regulations is 
preferred. 

3986  Madresfield The general view of the development industry is that it 
is better to focus on energy efficiency rather than trying 
to generate energy from on-site renewable energy 
sources. Owing to reductions in tariffs the payback 
periods for such matters are generally 
unviable.  However, new forms of construction and 
building regulations have created much more energy 
efficient buildings, particularly for housing and we 
consider that focusing on these aspects and issues such 
as electric vehicle charging points would be more 
beneficial. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Electric vehicle charging points relate to energy use, 
not generation of renewable & low carbon energy 
and are therefore not related to SWDP 27 

3972 ehB Reeves ehB Reeves Paragraph 150 of the revised NPPF sets out that new 
development should be planned for in ways that can 
help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as 
through its location, orientation and design. Any 
locational requirements for the sustainability of 
buildings should reflect the Government’s policy for 
national technical standards. SWDP 27 (Renewable and 
Low Carbon Energy) sets out that all new developments 
for housing should incorporate the generation of energy 
from renewable or low carbon sources equivalent to at 
least 10% of predicted energy requirements, unless it 
can be shown this would make the development 
unviable. The footnotes to SWDP 27 set out that an 
‘energy hierarchy’ should be considered. 

Any requirement set out within Option 35 will have to 
be justified, evidenced and tested to ensure it does not 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Any proposal to adopt a higher target would be 
subject to viability considerations. 
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stifle the delivery of housing and the viability of 
developments. We support the current policy’s 
provision of an energy hierarchy to ensure that ‘fabric 
first’ methods can be employed in the first instance. 

4173  Richborough 
Estates 

The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4090  Newland 
Homes 

The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4176 Stephen 
 
Goodenoug
h 

Malvern Civic 
Society 

New development must be built to the highest eco 
standards and this must be enforced by planners.    If 
these standards become the norm the price of the 
systems will drop.    It is important that the lower end of 
the market is particularly protected as they cannot 
afford the utilities to warm houses. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

3901  Warwickshire General view of the development industry is that it is Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
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College better to focus on energy efficiency rather than energy 
generation from on-site renewable sources. Owing to 
reductions in tariffs, the payback periods for such 
matters are generally unviable. However, new forms of 
construction and Building Regulations have created 
much more energy efficient buildings, and we consider 
focusing on these aspects, such as electric vehicle 
charging points, would be more beneficial. 

would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4382 Cllr 
 
Liz 
 
Eyre 

Worcestershir
e County 
Council 
(Broadway 
Division) 

a. Continue to require 10% of all energy within new 
developments to be generated from on-site renewable 
energy sources. No adopt higher target 

b. Adopt a higher target for on-site renewable energy 
generation in new development. YES 15-20% 

c. Not require any renewable energy generation and 
instead rely on carbon reduction measures which are 
being delivered through changes to building 
regulations. No use targets 

d. Require heat mapping for large scale allocations 
within the SWDPR. Define large scale and Yes 

e. Set out a carbon reduction target rather than a 
renewable energy target for new development. No do 
both 

f. Establish a south Worcestershire / district level 
Community Energy Fund providing developers with a 
route to compliance with carbon reduction targets 
allowing them to offset any carbon reductions they are 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

Support for existing SWDP 27B. Consistent with NPPF 
which says that plans should identify opportunities 
for development to draw its energy supply from 
decentralised, renewable or low carbon energy 
supply systems and for co-locating potential heat 
customers and suppliers. 

A policy based on carbon reduction targets would not 
require the installation of renewable or low carbon 
energy. 

Establishment of a Community Energy Fund would 
require further research to examine the costs / 
benefits and potential administrative arrangements. 
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unable to achieve on‐site through payment into an 
energy fund. Yes support 

4456 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Relying upon carbon reduction appears to be the most 
achievable in terms of aiding the authority to maximise 
renewable and low carbon energy development. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4502 Mr 
 
Peter 
 
King 

Campaign to 
Protect Rural 
England 

Includes option 36: 

Worcestershire is one of the least windy counties in 
England. It is thus not an appropriate location for large 
wind turbines.  Furthermore, these will often have an 
adverse effect on the setting of AONBs or other valued 
landscapes. 

The right place for solar panels is on roofs. They should 
not be located on agricultural land, as this ought to be 
reserved to produce food.  If it really is necessary to 
have solar farms on agricultural land they should be 
Grade 4 land.  We do not suggest grade 5 land as most 
of that locally is within the Malvern Hills AONB.  AONBs, 
SSSIs and other such designated land are unsuitable for 
solar farms, as are valued landscapes such as the Teme 
valley. 

Global warming is a real threat. A combination of 
measures will be required to limit it. 

Noted. Existing SWDP 27C and associated SPD 
provide a framework to assess the suitability of 
renewable and low carbon energy proposals which 
come forward. 

4051  Platform 
Housing 
Group 

The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
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already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

renewable or low carbon energy. 

4524 St Philips Ltd St Philips Ltd The Council must ensure that the policy approach 
complies with supporting the transition to a low carbon 
future as illustrated under paragraph 151 of the NPPF. 
Likewise, policies should be compliant with, but no 
higher than, Part L Building Regulations. St Philips 
support, in principle, Option C as the preferred option 
whereby delivery of carbon reduction measures are 
delivered through changes to the appropriate 
regulations. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4138  Piper Homes The SWDPR should focus on fabric-first in its policies, to 
ensure that energy use is minimised as a starting point. 
This is a much more forward-thinking approach and is 
already supported by the major housebuilders. 

The 10% requirement in the existing policy has been 
difficult for many developers to fulfil in a meaningful 
way. It would be helpful to look at the relative success 
of this policy, before making changes. 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

4239 Mr 
 
M 
 
Tredwell 

 The intention of the SWDPR in seeking to reduce the 
impacts of climate change through maximising 
renewable and low carbon energy development is fully 
supported by our client. The NPPF at paragraph 150 
states that “Any local requirements for the sustainability 

Noted. A policy based on carbon reduction measures 
would require new development to meet standards 
set by Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 
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of buildings should reflect the Government’s policy for 
national technical standards”. It is the case that carbon 
reduction measures are being delivered through 
changes to building regulations and it is therefore 
considered that the SWDPR should amend policy SWDP 
27 to reflect this approach. 

4289  Gallagher 
Estates 
Limited 

The intention of the SWDPR in seeking to reduce the 
impacts of climate change through maximising 
renewable and low carbon energy development is fully 
supported by our client. The NPPF at paragraph 150 
states that “Any local requirements for the sustainability 
of buildings should reflect the Government’s policy for 
national technical standards”. It is the case that carbon 
reduction measures are being delivered through 
changes to building regulations and it is therefore 
considered that the SWDPR should amend policy SWDP 
27 to reflect this approach. 

Noted. Since SWDP 27 was developed some 
renewable energy technologies have become 
cheaper and / or more efficient. Any proposal to 
adopt a higher target would be subject to viability 
considerations. 

A policy based on carbon reduction measures would 
require new development to meet standards set by 
Building Regulations without the installation of 
renewable or low carbon energy. 

Viability Assessments 

155 Mr 
 
Chris 
 
Haynes 

 15.7 appears to be a viable, productive approach. 
Assessment against Neighbourhood Plans should also be 
required. 

Agree 

283 Abigail 
 
Tilling 

 When looking at Category 1,2 and 3 villages the existing 
level of new development (planned and speculative) 
should be taken into account to avoid overdeveloping 
and changing the face of our rural villages for ever 

There need to be stronger controls in the SWDPR and 

Noted, planning rules and the limits on enforcement 
action are set by planning legislation rather than local 
planning policy. 
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Local Planning Rules to ensure that conditions of large 
scale planning applications are regularly inspected and 
infringements enforced, rather than relying on members 
of the public / Parish Councils to do this. Greater 
protection should be given to existing homeowners 
during these build periods. 

842 Mr 
 
Ian 
 
Tindell 

 All Planning applications MUST demonstrate that access 
to a proposed site is viable and (as a minimum) is 
compliant with current regulations and statutory 
requirements (e.g. Highways Standards, British 
Standards and Building Regulations). I strongly believe 
that this is needs to be part of the required documents 
to be submitted at the initial application stage (whether 
outline or full application), as currently this is not the 
case.  Site access viability (such as access gradients and 
distances to public transport hubs) cannot be left to 
planning conditions or building regulations applications. 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 

532 Mr 
 
W J 
 
Simpson 

Middle 
Battenhall 
Farm Land 
Action Group 

All Planning Applications must demonstrate that access 
to a proposed site is viable and (as a minimum) is 
compliant with current regulations and statutory 
requirements (e.g. Highways Standards, British 
Standards and Building Regulations). The Group strongly 
requests that this is demonstrated as part of the 
required documents to be submitted at the initial 
Application stage (whether Outline or Full Application), 
as currently this is not the case. Site access viability 
(such as access gradients and distances to public 
transport hubs) cannot be left to planning conditions or 
building regulations applications and termed ‘reserved 
matters’. 

Noted, however this question is asking how the 
financial viability of sites should be assessed. 
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1496 Mrs 
 
Ann 
 
Boulter 

 We need to find an alternative to the Neighbour Plan to 
engage with the local community regarding 
development as some councils have not engaged in the 
process and others are disillusioned by the lack of 
support both in terms of funding and local engagement. 

Noted, this question however is about how the 
financial viability of development should be assessed 
as a whole. 

1040 Dr 
 
Graeme 
 
Crisp 

 Sites should be subject to individual independent 
assessment. 

Noted, and agree, but this question is about how 
such an assessment should be done. 

1068 Neil 
 
Hickling 

 In any development application there should be 
demonstrated that access to the site is compliant with 
rules and regulations and not left to planning conditions 
or building regulations. 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 

2732 Craig 
 
Muncaster 

 Applications for planning must demonstrate that access 
to a proposed site is viable and complies with current 
regulations and statutory requirements (e.g. Highways 
Standards, British Standards and Building Regulations). 
This needs to be demonstrated as part of the required 
documents to be submitted at the initial application 
stage (whether outline or full application), as currently 
this is not the case. 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 

2303 Jacqui 
 
Barker 

Clerk 
 
Leigh and 
Bransford 
Parish Council 

i) General comments: The community needs to be 
involved in the planning for new infrastructure and 
should be clear on what infrastructure is to be provided, 
and when. For financial reasons developers will always 
want the provision of infrastructure to be end-loaded. 
However, in many cases infrastructure should be 
provided at an early stage. Para 15…….4 of the SWDPR 

Noted 
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has a bullet point: The timing of infrastructure delivery 
in association with new development. 

Transportation is a further issue. People moving to new 
housing do so in the knowledge of the public transport 
provision/ cycle ways/ footways available. Often people 
will not then change their mode of transport even if 
public transport is later provided. Alternatively 
affordable housing in some locations will not be 
attractive to those for whom it is intended because 
transport infrastructure and schools are not available 
when the dwellings are available for rent/ buy. These 
and other issues require up-front, pump-priming 
funding, for which the current systems will have to 
change. 

2393 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Kemerton 
Parish Council 

We are not qualified to answer this. Noted 

2634 Mrs 
 
Ann 
 
Dobbins 

Town Clerk 
 
Pershore 
Town Council 

Towns in Worcestershire have now been developed to 
their maximum and new housing should now be 
concentrated in villages that want it and on new towns 
New towns should be considered at 
Parkway,  Throckmorton and the Littleton’s but only if 
the infrastructure is in place before any development 
takes place. 

Sustainability is vital and must be considered across the 
plan area including villages Schools, health provision 

Noted, this question however is about how the 
financial viability of development should be assessed 
as a whole. 
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and roads must be assessed and upgraded if necessary 
before additional housing is built. 

2555 Mrs 
 
C 
 
Shinner 

Clerk 
 
North Claines 
Parish Council 

No comment at this stage. Noted 

3334 Mr 
 
Jason 
 
Whittall 

 All development applications must demonstrate that 
access to a proposed site is viable and (as a minimum) is 
compliant (ie. meets or exceeds) with current 
regulations and statutory requirements (e.g. Highways 
Standards, British Standards and Building Regulations). 
This should be demonstrated as part of the required 
documents to be submitted at the initial application / 
consideration stage (whether outline or full application, 
or within the SHELAA call for sites evaluation), as 
currently this is not the case. Site access viability (such 
as access gradients and distances to public transport 
hubs) cannot be left to planning conditions or building 
regulations applications, otherwise strategic allocation 
has failed. 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 

1226 Mr 
 
Jonathan 
 
Prior 

Chairman 
 
Earls Croome 
Parish Council 

No Noted 

1865 Mrs 
 
Linda 

Town Clerk 
 
Malvern Town 

No comments at this stage. Noted 
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Blake 

Council 

1243 Daniel 
 
Harding 

 Site access viability (e.g. access gradients and distances 
to public transport hubs) cannot be left to planning 
conditions or building regulations applications. 

There is currently no requirement for documents to be 
submitted that confirm scheme compliance with 
regulations and requirements and I would suggest in the 
strongest possible terms that this is changed. 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 

1314 Rebecca 
 
Mitchell 

Planning 
Director 
 
Barwood 
Development 
Securities Ltd 

At the plan-making level, this approach is supported and 
also the master planning approach advocated in the 
NPPG, whereby the cumulative infrastructure 
requirements of developments across an area are 
assessed and used to inform the policy requirements of 
certain sites, especially those that are key to the 
delivery of the strategic priorities of the development 
plan. 

Noted 

1444 Mrs 
 
Gillian 
 
Crisp 

 Sites should be subject to individual independent 
assessment. 

Noted, however assessing every site would not be a 
proportionate way to provide the necessary 
evidence. 

1663 Mr 
 
Simon 
 
Rushall 

 Planning applications must demonstrate that access to a 
proposed site is viable and (as a minimum) is compliant 
with current regulations and statutory requirements 
(e.g. Highways Standards, British Standards and Building 
Regulations). This must be demonstrated as part of the 
required documents to be submitted at the initial 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 
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application stage (whether outline or full application), as 
currently this is not the case.  Site access viability (such 
as access gradients and distances to public transport 
hubs) cannot be left to planning conditions or building 
regulations applications. 

1697 Mrs 
 
Gina 
 
Meredith 

 Site access viability (such as access gradients and 
distances to public transport hubs) cannot be left to 
planning conditions or building regulations 
applications.  All Planning applications, at the initial 
application stage, must demonstrate that access to a 
proposed site is viable and (as a minimum) is compliant 
with current regulations and statutory requirements 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 

1723 Mr 
 
Alan 
 
Tidy 

 All planning applications should be required to 
demonstrate that access to a proposed development 
site is viable and (as a minimum) is fully compliant with 
current regulations and all statutory requirements (e.g. 
Highways Standards, British Standards and Building 
Regulations). This should be demonstrated through the 
documentation provided at the initial application stage 
(whether outline or full) and not at a later stage as 
currently. Site access viability (such as access gradients 
and distances to public transport hubs) cannot be left to 
planning conditions or building regulations applications 
which occur far too late in the process. Access to a site 
is intrinsic to its viability and to avoid unnecessary 
expense or timewasting, it should be  a primary 
consideration at the initial application stage. 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 

1592 Mr 
 

 All Planning applications must demonstrate that access 
to a proposed site is viable and (as a minimum) is 

Noted, while any development needs to be able to 
fund appropriate access arrangements this question 
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David 
 
Meredith 

compliant with current regulations and statutory 
requirements (e.g. Highways Standards, British 
Standards and Building Regulations).  It is strongly 
requested that this is demonstrated as part of the 
required documents to be submitted at the initial 
application stage (whether outline or full application), as 
currently this is not the case.  Site access viability (such 
as access gradients and distances to public transport 
hubs) cannot be left to planning conditions or building 
regulations applications. 

is about how the financial viability of development 
should be assessed as a whole. 

2692 Mr 
 
Graham 
 
Love 

Broadway 
Trust 

These are complicated and can be highly subjective as 
to the presumptions which are included. The accuracy 
of the land cost, building costs, profit, development 
value / sale prices & rate of sale, provision for and the 
rate of development finance, are all potentially 
variable,- and of course assume the proposed number 
of dwellings will not change after consent. 

Noted, this question however is about how the 
financial viability of development should be assessed 
as a whole not which costs should or should not be 
considered relevant to a viability assessment. 

3379 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

The NPPG suggests that a typology approach, where 
sites are grouped by shared characteristics such as 
location, size, whether they are brownfield or green 
field, and their current and proposed use, can all form 
part of an overall methodology for assessing the viability 
of sites at the plan-making stage. 

At the plan-making level, this approach is supported and 
also the master planning approach advocated in the 
NPPG, whereby the cumulative infrastructure 
requirements of developments across an area are 
assessed and used to inform the policy requirements of 
certain sites, especially those that are key to the 

Noted 

P
age 263

file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/2692.pdf
file://///vivaldi/users/gcbayliss/Downloads/3379.pdf


ID Full Name Organisation 
Details 

Officer's Summary Officer's Response 

delivery of the strategic priorities of the development 
plan. 

3251  Gleeson 
Strategic Land 
Limited 

we would wish to guard against a typology-based 
viability assessment of sites. If viability re-assessments 
are likely to be limited, then each site should be 
considered independently at the outset, since abnormal 
costs etc. are likely to be different for each site. 

Noted, but this may be contrary to the government's 
intentions to reduce the number of applications where a 
viability assessment is required. 

3473 Johnson 
Brothers 

 The NPPG suggests that a typology approach, where 
sites are grouped by shared characteristics such as 
location, size, whether they are brownfield or green 
field, and their current and proposed use, can all form 
part of an overall methodology for assessing the viability 
of sites at the plan-making stage. 

At the plan-making level, this approach is supported and 
also the master planning approach advocated in the 
NPPG, whereby the cumulative infrastructure 
requirements of developments across an area are 
assessed and used to inform the policy requirements of 
certain sites, especially those that are key to the 
delivery of the strategic priorities of the development 
plan. 

Noted 

3530  St Modwen 
Development
s Ltd 

It is questionable whether an approach based on site 
typology can ever properly capture differences between 
sites which might, at a superficial level, be broadly 
similar. It is frequently the case that sites with 
comparable locations and sizes have significantly 
different development costs.  Alternatively, an approach 
based on a masterplan and spreading the cumulative 

Noted, but this may be contrary to the government's 
intentions to reduce the number of applications where a 
viability assessment is required. 
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costs across an area will be flawed if those costs cannot 
be borne by the development to be delivered.  This 
suggests that any viability assessment must be made on 
a site by site basis, in an open and transparent manner, 
with policy allowing for the issue to be revisited where it 
can be demonstrated that there has been a material 
change in one or more of the assumptions made that 
has an effect on the deliverability of the site if left 
uncorrected. 

3694 Ella 
 
Hammond 

Bovis Homes Bovis Homes considers that it is important that 
assessment of site viability does not preclude viability 
assessment at the decision-making stage, where costs 
and values can be more accurately ascertained. 

Noted, but this may be contrary to the government's 
intentions to reduce the number of applications where a 
viability assessment is required. 

4242 Mr 
 
M 
 
Tredwell 

 The NPPG suggests that a typology approach, where 
sites are grouped by shared characteristics such as 
location, size, whether they are brownfield or green 
field, and their current and proposed use, can all form 
part of an overall methodology for assessing the viability 
of sites at the plan-making stage. 

At the plan-making level, this approach is supported and 
also the master planning approach advocated in the 
NPPG, whereby the cumulative infrastructure 
requirements of developments across an area are 
assessed and used to inform the policy requirements of 
certain sites, especially those that are key to the 
delivery of the strategic priorities of the development 
plan. 

Noted 

4292  Gallagher The NPPG suggests that a typology approach, where Noted 
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Estates 
Limited 

sites are grouped by shared characteristics such as 
location, size, whether they are brownfield or green 
field, and their current and proposed use, can all form 
part of an overall methodology for assessing the viability 
of sites at the plan-making stage. 

At the plan-making level, this approach is supported and 
also the master planning approach advocated in the 
NPPG, whereby the cumulative infrastructure 
requirements of developments across an area are 
assessed and used to inform the policy requirements of 
certain sites, especially those that are key to the 
delivery of the strategic priorities of the development 
plan. 

4468 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

It will be difficult to provide a detailed viability 
assessment of allocated sites as there is unlikely to be 
detailed layouts available until planning applications are 
submitted. Whilst engagement with developers, 
landowners, infrastructure and affordable housing 
providers is welcomed the type of approached being 
suggested in NPPG i.e. a site typology approach or a 
masterplan approach will only give a broad brush 
indication of the viability of an allocated site and is 
unlikely to take away the requirement for a detailed 
viability assessment at the development management 
stage in circumstances identifies in response to question 
13. 

Noted, but this may be contrary to the government's 
intentions to reduce the number of applications where a 
viability assessment is required. 

4469 Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

Bloor Homes 
(Western) 
Limited 

As stated above it will be difficult to provide a 
meaningful detailed site appraisal at the allocation stage 
and providing a bespoke viability assessment above a 

Noted 
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certain threshold is unlikely to provide a realistic 
appraisal which a developer can rely on. 

It would seem appropriate to use a typology approach 
for sites of a certain size which could be categorised 
together say up to 500 dwellings and a master plan 
approach for larger sites say over 500 dwellings. 

Site Viability Thresholds 

1497 Mrs 
 
Ann 
 
Boulter 

 See answer to question 13. Noted 

1041 Dr 
 
Graeme 
 
Crisp 

 No Noted 

3094 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Childswickha
m Parish 
Council 

We believe there should be such a threshold but cannot 
say what it should be. 

Noted 

2556 Mrs 
 
C 
 
Shinner 

Clerk 
 
North Claines 
Parish Council 

No comment at this stage. Noted 
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2304 Jacqui 
 
Barker 

Clerk 
 
Leigh and 
Bransford 
Parish Council 

i) General comments: The community needs to be 
involved in the planning for new infrastructure and 
should be clear on what infrastructure is to be provided, 
and when. For financial reasons developers will always 
want the provision of infrastructure to be end-loaded. 
However, in many cases infrastructure should be 
provided at an early stage. Para 15…….4 of the SWDPR 
has a bullet point: The timing of infrastructure delivery 
in association with new development. 

Transportation is a further issue. People moving to new 
housing do so in the knowledge of the public transport 
provision/ cycle ways/ footways available. Often people 
will not then change their mode of transport even if 
public transport is later provided. Alternatively 
affordable housing in some locations will not be 
attractive to those for whom it is intended because 
transport infrastructure and schools are not available 
when the dwellings are available for rent/ buy. These 
and other issues require up-front, pump-priming 
funding, for which the current systems will have to 
change. 

Noted, this question is about the relevance of the 
size of a site to the need for a bespoke viability 
assessment however. 

2394 Mrs 
 
J 
 
Shields 

Clerk 
 
Kemerton 
Parish Council 

We believe there should be such a threshold but cannot 
say what it should be. 

Noted 

2635 Mrs 
 
Ann 

Town Clerk 
 
Pershore 

Towns in Worcestershire have now been developed to 
their maximum and new housing should now be 
concentrated in villages that want it and on new towns. 

Noted, at the preferred options stage of the South 
Worcestershire Development Plan Review an 
infrastructure delivery plan will published listing all 
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Dobbins 

Town Council New towns should be considered at Parkway, 
Throckmorton and the Littleton’s but only if the 
infrastructure is in place before any development takes 
place. 

Sustainability is vital and must be considered across the 
plan area including villages Schools, health provision 
and roads must be assessed and upgraded if necessary 
before additional housing is built. 

the essential infrastructure required to deliver the 
development allocated in the replacement Local 
Plan. 

1227 Mr 
 
Jonathan 
 
Prior 

Chairman 
 
Earls Croome 
Parish Council 

Yes Noted 

1822 Mrs 
 
Linda 
 
Blake 

Town Clerk 
 
Malvern Town 
Council 

No comments at this stage. Noted 

1315 Rebecca 
 
Mitchell 

Planning 
Director 
 
Barwood 
Development 
Securities Ltd 

It is considered that in assessing the viability of plans 
though a typology and/or a master planning approach, 
in line with Government guidance, all strategic sites 
should be included in this process and thus there should 
be no generic requirement for a bespoke viability 
assessment above a certain site threshold. 

Noted 

1367 Mr 
 
A 
 

Custom Land 
Limited 

Viability can affect all sites.  Any policy should not be 
perspective.  Further, there is a material difference 
between a viability report for evidence in a Local Plan 
and a fully costed viability appraisal for a planning 

Noted, but this may be contrary to the government's 
intentions to reduce the number of applications 
where a viability assessment is required. 
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Smith application.  Revisiting viability at an application stage 
should not be discounted. 

1762 Mr 
 
Victor 
 
Vaughan 

 Any development over ten units Noted 

2163 Simon 
 
Vick 

Platform 
Housing 
Group 

We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 

3350 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

It is considered that in assessing the viability of plans 
though a typology and/or a master planning approach, 
in line with Government guidance, all strategic sites 
should be included in this process and thus there should 
be no requirement for a bespoke viability assessment 
above a certain site threshold. 

Noted 

2835  Jessup Ltd We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 

2869  2 Counties 
Construction 

We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 
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3474 Johnson 
Brothers 

 It is considered that in assessing the viability of plans 
through a typology and/or a Master planning approach, 
in line with Government guidance, all strategic sites 
should be included in this process and thus there should 
be no requirement for a bespoke viability assessment 
above a certain site threshold. 

However, as per the response to Question 14, viability 
assessments are appropriate at the decision-making 
stage in certain circumstances. 

Noted 

3531  St Modwen 
Development
s Ltd 

For the reasons set out elsewhere in these 
representations (Question 15) it is not considered that 
either the typology or masterplan approaches will 
deliver a satisfactory outcome. On that basis a bespoke 
viability assessment should be required for all sites if the 
Plan is to demand developer contributions from them. 

Noted, however assessing every site may not be a 
proportionate way to provide the necessary 
evidence. 

3614  North Oak 
Homes 

We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 

3252  Gleeson 
Strategic Land 
Limited 

The landowner/promoter may legitimately wish for a 
site specific viability assessment to be produced if they 
have concerns over viability, so any site should have the 
option of a bespoke viability assessment. 

Noted, however assessing every site would not be a 
proportionate way to provide the necessary evidence 
and at the plan making stage the owner or site 
promoter needs to show that the site can be 
delivered. 

3845 Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

Rooftop 
Housing 
Association 

We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 

Noted 
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require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

4179  Richborough 
Estates 

We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 

4094  Newland 
Homes 

We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 

3792 Ms 
 
Nikki 
 
Harrison 

 We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 

4141  Piper Homes We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 

4055  Platform 
Housing 
Group 

We consider a bespoke viability assessment will be 
required for multi-phase sites of around 200 units or 
more. This is because sites in excess of this may begin to 
require major infrastructure in order to deliver them. 
However, it is very difficult to be general at this stage. 

Noted 

4243 Mr  It is considered that in assessing the viability of plans Noted 
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M 
 
Tredwell 

though a typology and/or a master planning approach, 
in line with Government guidance, all strategic sites 
should be included in this process and thus there should 
be no requirement for a bespoke viability assessment 
above a certain site threshold. 

4293  Gallagher 
Estates 
Limited 

It is considered that in assessing the viability of plans 
though a typology and/or a master planning approach, 
in line with Government guidance, all strategic sites 
should be included in this process and thus there should 
be no requirement for a bespoke viability assessment 
above a certain site threshold. 

Noted 
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